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Introduction 


Dear Reader, 


I am glad to welcome you to the second volume dedicated to the Benko Gambit. This volume 
examines the most basic lines. It is these lines that can be found most often at the board. We’ll take a 
look at the rare and tricky lines and move on to the more popular and classic lines. 


In the first volume, in the Introduction, we touched on my personal attitude to this opening, which has 
been constantly changing over the course of the last 10 years. We touched upon the history of how 
the opening developed, noted who needed to play this opening and what to expect from it. 


What do I want to highlight in this Introduction? 


This is what the reader will notice in this volume — that the lines have become more specific, 
sometimes requiring very accurate knowledge. The load on memory increases, but it will be rewarded 
a hundredfold, since the positions that arise are interesting and full of dynamic factors. 


In this volume, we look at positions that start after 1.d4 @f6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6. We’ll start 
with the rarer continuations and end with the most popular and relevant ones. 


My first classical game with the Benko Gambit 


My path to the Benko Gambit began in 2012 when a wonderful book by the Ukrainian grandmaster 
Valery Aveskulov, Attack with Black, was published. I think this is the best book on the Benko 
Gambit (but I hope that my work will also take a prominent place). Having carefully studied this 
book, I went into battle. The game was played at one of the championships of the Rostov region in 
Russia. By the way, the future promising young Russian grandmaster (now rated over 2700), Andrey 
Esipenko, played in that tournament. I drew with him, but returning to the Benko Gambit, I played 
against the leader of the tournament, Igor Mandrykin. Let’s have a look at this game! 


Mandrykin 
Kovalchuk 
Azov 2012 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 
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Position after: 3...b5 


I made this move with great enthusiasm. I had never played like this before and I remember that I 
wasn’t very worried about doing so back then. 


4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 26 6.Ac3 2xa6 7.Af3 d6 8.g3 


Position after: 8.g3 


The Fianchetto System is one of the main lines in the Benko Gambit. Chapter 8 of this book is 


7. 


devoted to this line. 

8...297 9.292 Abd7 10.0-0 Ab6 11.8e1 0-0 12.e4 Afd7 13.We2 Ac4 
13...c4? This is bad, because of 14.82e3+— with the further Ad4-c6. 
14.8d1 


This is a dubious continuation after which Black gets better play. The best response was 14.2f1!. See 
Chapter 8 for details. 


14...Wa5 15.ad2 
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Position after: 15.@d2 

15...Aa3! 

A strong move. Black is succeeding on the queenside. 
16.bxa3 Wxc3 17.Wxc3 &xc3 18.2b1 Sfb8?! 


18...82d3! This was the way to victory. 19.&b3 [19.2b7 Ae5 20.8xe7 Be2 21.he1 Ad3 22.hxe2 
4\xcl—+ White loses material.] 19...8c2—+ Black has a decisive advantage. 


19.8b3 &xb3 20.axb3 2b8?! 


This move releases the advantage. 


20...2d3 Black could still retain the remaining advantage after this move. 21.2f1 &c2 22.Rel We5 
23.g2 &xd2 24.8xd2 Bxa3¥ The b-pawn is weak; Black is clearly better. 


21.2f1 &xfl 22.2xfl 2xd2 23.2xd2 8xb3 24.24 Ab8 25.a5 Dab 26.We2 Za3 27.2b1 Ab4 28.2xb4 


This is the beginning of the application of the Benko Gambit. Despite the missed opportunities, I 
could be satisfied with the results of the opening — the game was drawn. 


As time passed, I was content with this opening, but in 2014 a book by the Russian grandmaster 
Alexei Kornev A Practical White Repertoire, Volume 3 was published, which gave the following line. 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.4 &xfl 8.Lxfl d6 9.Af3 &e7 10.3 
0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 
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Position after: 11...@bd7 
After these moves, the author offered the following line. 
12.a4! 


This line has become very popular in recent years, played by Magnus Carlsen and other top players. 


For many years I lost my desire to play the Benko Gambit. Nevertheless, the years passed and with 
the advent of neural networks, it was possible to expand one’s understanding of the game. New 
unique analyses appeared and I managed to find an interesting novelty in this variation. It should also 
be added that in 2019, a book by Boris Avrukh, Grandmaster Repertoire 2B — Dynamic Systems was 
published, where a rather convincing analysis was provided, in which White gets an advantage in the 
Benko Gambit. 


Is the Benko Gambit laying on the verge of death and can no longer be played? 


However, with the help of new engines, I found a new interesting idea that I implemented in the 
game. Let’s see it. 


Lysyj (2605) 
Kovalchuk (2379) 
_ Chelyabinsk 2021 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 dé 7.e4 2xfl 8.&xfl g6 9.g3 2¢7 10.Af3 
A\bd7 11.2¢2 0-0 12.a4 
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Position after: 12.a4 

Here I recommend playing the following move. 
12...8%b6! 

For all the details of this option, see chapter 8. 


13.We2 Efb8 14.Ab5 De8 15.8a3 Ac7 16.Aaxc7 Wxe7 17.b3 
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Position after: 17.b3 


This whole variation is analyzed in the latest book by Boris Avrukh in Grandmaster Repertoire 2B — 
Dynamic Systems. We must pay tribute to Boris that everything that he analyzes has a good analytical 
depth and it is not for nothing that everything that comes out of Boris’s pen is immediately taken into 
account by strong chess players, even at a very high level. But from the solitude of my house, I 
prepared an improvement that Boris did not consider. 


17...Wa5!! 


This move was the result. The idea of the move is that Black can play ...W%c3, attacking the weak b3- 
pawn, or else to offer the exchange of queens with ...W%a6 combined with a further blow to the center 
with ...f5. 


18.2d2 


Another important line is 18.@\d2 Wc3 19.4\c4 &xb3 20.2d2 Wxc4 21.Wxc4 &xa300 where the 
analysis from Chapter 8 shows that for the queen, Black has enough compensation for equality. 


18...Wa6! 19.Wxa6 Bxa6 20.a5 £5! 
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Position after: 20...f5! 


White’s center is crumbling and the weaknesses of the a5-, b3- and d5-pawns give Black sufficient 
counterplay. 


21.exf5 Af6 22.fxg6 hxg6 23.h4 Axd5 24.h5 gxh5 25.8xh5 Ac3 26.2e1 2f6 27.8f5 Ab1 28.8a4 
Exb3 29.Ag5 


In this critical position, I overestimated the idea of Ha4-g4. It seemed to me that the position of the 
black king was unsafe, but this is not so; White has no specific threats, and I played the wrong move. 
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Position after: 29. Ag5 
29,..2g72! 


29...4\a3! 30.&g4 Ac2! This was better and a strong idea. 31.8d2 Ad4 32.8d5 2xg5 33.kdxg5+ Wf7= 
Play is equal. 


30.Ae6+ &f7 31.84 c4 32.Ac7 Be6 33.Ad5 2b7 34.26 
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Position after: 34.a6 
34...2a7?? 


This was a gross miscalculation. Much better was 34...&xa6!. 


A) 35.Axf6?! exf6 36.&xc4 He7 This is not so strong [but not 36...&e6? 37.2cf4 BF7 38.2b5 Aa3 
39.2e4+ &d7 40.8b7+4+— with a victory]. 37.2cl [37.2b4 Ha4 38.2ff4 Bea7 39.2xd6 Bxc4 40.2xc4 
"a6+ Black’s chances of a draw are greater than White’s chances of winning. ] 37...0a3 38.2c3 d5 
39.2b4 Bed 40.2xa3 8xa3 41.8xd5+ White has an extra pawn. However, such rook endgames are 
almost never won and Black has great drawing chances. 


B) 35.8xc4! &g6 36.8ff4+ Black is clearly worse, but he can defend stubbornly. 
35.8xe7+! Bxe7 36.2xf6+ Le8 


36...©g7 37.Axe7 &xf6 38.Axc6+— The problem is that after this sequence, White is left with an 
extra piece and a won position. 
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37.Axe7 &xe7 38.a7 Bab 39.2h6 c3 
39...&xa7 40.2h7+ &e6 41.8xa7+— 
40.2xc3 Axc3 41.2h8! 1-0 


A painful defeat, but nevertheless it has nothing to do with the opening. When using good opening 
preparation, remember that your practical skills must always be in shape too, then good opening 
preparation will give you wonderful results. I brought this game to you, dear reader, to show that the 
Benko Gambit is a good and correct opening and you can play it even against a 2600+ player. Yes, 
the result of this game blurred the overall impression, but I apologize in advance, because during this 
game I did not understand certain things. I believe in the Benko Gambit — if you are afraid to use it 
with a classical time control, then you can play this opening in rapid or blitz. 


When analyzing, I was guided by the chess principle. This is the best way to play from the point of 
view of the chess player/practitioner, but is also good from the point of objective analysis. While 
working on the book, I tried to cover the options as widely as possible. Even if the reader seems 
overwhelmed with options, keep in mind that these options can be useful for a less sophisticated 
chess player. This book can be useful to both amateurs and professionals. Many of the options have 
been analyzed in depth and are illustrative, showing how the game can develop, while I have also 
tried to explain in words what is happening on the board. In every variation that the reader will see in 
this book, I have tried to be objective. Of course it is impossible to achieve an ideal result, but 
nevertheless I have tried my best. Much time was devoted to analysis. Using powerful software, I was 
not afraid to spend extra time analyzing the options as deeply as possible. 


Therefore, dear reader, why am I recommending this book to you? 


You can save much time. The Benko Gambit is a narrowly focused work on which I have spent 
hundreds of hours in analysis. This is a product of several years! Only you can judge this book. I hope 
your journey will be interesting and exciting through the pages of this book. 


I would appreciate it if you could write a review of this book or if you could share your own 
impressions or ideas with me. My e-mail address is: alexekov@yandex.ru. I wish you good luck and 
success in your endeavors. 


Alexey Kovalchuk, Taganrog, Russia 2021 
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Part I 
White Refrains from Taking on a6 


Chapter 1 
Zaitsev Variation — 5.Ac3 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.Ac3 


a 


Chapter Guide 
Chapter 1 — Zaitsev Variation — 5.4c3 


1.d4 @f6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.4\c3 axb5 
a) 6.-- 

b) 6.c4 b4 7.b5 d6 8.-- 

c) 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 dé 8.243 

d) 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.2c4?! 

e) 6.e4 b4 7.0b5 d6 8.2f4 25 9.e5 & 9.263 

f) 6.c4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.24 95 9.2xe5 

g) 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.Af3 Axe4 - Alternative 
h) 6.c4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.4 26 9.e5 & 9.2c4 
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i) 6.c4 b4 7.AbS d6 8.Af3 26 9.2f4 
j) 6.c4 b4 7.Ab5 dé 8.Af3 26 9.243 


( a) 6.-- ) 
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1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.Ac3!? 
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Position after: 5.c3!? 


This interesting move was introduced into serious practice by the well-known and creative 
grandmaster Igor Zaitsev, a long-term second of the ex-world champion Anatoly Karpov. Although 
this move had been used before, Zaitsev’s idea was after 5...axb5, to reply with 6.e4. Igor Zaitsev is 
famous in the chess world for his unexpected and creative ideas in the opening. He used this variation 
against Benko in 1975. This move leads to an interesting and creative game. However, in modern 
practice, the variation is not often encountered by strong players, since Black has found good ways of 
playing comfortably. 


5...axb5! 


The most principled and strong continuation. A position has arisen in which White has many 
opportunities. Let’s consider them. 
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Position after: 5...axb5! 

6.2¢5?! 

In the style of the Trompowsky Attack. However, this continuation is rare and questionable. 
A) 6.£3 b4 7.b5 d6 8.4 See the line with 6.€4. 


B) 6.2f4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.e4 See the line with 6.¢4. 
C) 6.e3?! Too passive. 6...b4 
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Position after: 6...b4 


7.Qb5 Again, this is risky, as the knight can serve as an object of tactical motifs. [7.0a4 Wc7 8.2d2 
Ba6 9.2xab “xa6 10.A0f3 Axd5 11.0-0 Af6F White must seek compensation for the lost pawn and 
his knight on a4 is out of the game.] 7...d6 8.a4 There are several games in this position, but here it 
is more accurate to play the following. 8...Abd7N 9.4 f3 [9.8e2 2b7 10.213 Now Black has a useful 
move. 10...@e5! 11.e4 Axf3+ 12.Wxf3 2a6 13.2b1 g6 14.de2 297 15.0-0 Wb6+ White must lose at 
least a pawn.] 9...g6 10.243 297 11.0-0 Ab6 12.e4 2d7 13.Wic2 0-0 14.225 h6 15.2h4 Wbst 
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Position after: 15... W8b8F 


Now it is difficult for White to defend against the tactical ...c5-c4. 16.b3 Axe4! 17.Hael Af6 
18.8xe7 2xb5 19.2xb5 Abxd5 20.8ee1 @c3—+ Black has an extra pawn and an active knight on c3. 


D) 6.d6 Ya5! [6...exd6 However, the move in the game is stronger.] 7.dxe7 &xe7 8.e3 Vega Viejo, 
M (2173) — Arias Rodriguez, S (2155) Asturias 2001. 
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Position after: 8.e3 


Now there is a very strong move. 8...c4!N 9.Af3 @c6 10.g3 b4 11.Ae2 2b7 12.892 De5 13.Axe5 
&xeg2 14.4xc4 We7 15.8g1 2e44 Despite the surrendered pawn, White’s position is extremely 
unpleasant, his light squares are weak and the king is stuck in the center. Black has a stable initiative 
and more than sufficient compensation for the pawn due to his active pieces and better development. 


E) 6.Axb5 2a6! The most accurate. [6...%a5+ 7.Ac3 De4 
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Position after: 7... e4 
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However, here I found a new interesting idea that has not been tested in practice. 8.%/d3!N 8...£5 9.3 
\d6 10.e4 fxe4 11.fxe4 26 12.e5 AS 13.Af3 287 14.2d2 0-0 15.Ab5+ White is somewhat better 
because of the powerful pawn center.] 7.Ac3 [7.e3?? A thematic mistake. 7...2xb5 8.2xb5 Wa5+ 
9.2d2 Wxb5—+] 7...g6 This leads to the main lines discussed in the last part of the book. 


6...b4! 


White has two different and principle continuations. 
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Position after: 6...b4! 
72x16 


The most logical. Nevertheless, the bishop is a strong piece and the loss of the dark-squared bishop 
weakens the dark squares in the white camp. 


7.Ab5? Wib6 8.e3 Rodriguez Ramos, S — Santos Gonzalez, J Norena 2001. Since the knight on b5 is 
cut off from the support of his pieces, it is logical to surround the knight as follows. 8...4a5!N 9.a4 
bxa3. 
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Position after: 9...bxa3 
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10.2xf6 [10.Axa3? Wb4+ 11.W8d2 Wxd2+ 12.exd2 Ae4+—+] 10...exf6 11.Axa3 Wxb2 12.261 Yxa3 
13.2xb8 Wc3+ 14.Wd2 Wal+ 15.%e2 Ba2 16.Exc8+ We7 17.d6+ Ye6 18.8e8+ &F5—+ The black 
king, despite the fact that he has gone forward into battle, feels completely safe, and White loses the 
queen without any compensation for it. 


7...exf6 8.Ae4 


Position after: 8.Qe4 
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8.Ab5 WbON 9.e3 2a5 10.a4 bxa3 11.Axa3 Wxb2 12.261 Wxa3 13.8xb8 Wc3+ 14.82 Bal+ 15.he2 
Wxd2+ 16.&@xd2 &d8—+ Black has an extra pawn, the advantage of two bishops, a passed c5-pawn 
and an active al-rook. Black’s advantage is beyond doubt. 


8...f5 9.Ad2 


9.4\g3 26 10.e3 2g7 11.W4c2 0-0 12.2c4 Wad 13.2b3 Ba6 14.4\1e2 c4—+ Hillmann, R — Korsunsky, 
Y (2415) Meisdorf 1996. White loses the bishop. 


9...¢6 10.e3 


10.e4 2g7 11.Wc2 0-0 12.exf5 He8+ 13.2e2 2b7—+ White’s king is stuck in the center, and the black 
pieces are very dangerous. 


10...287 11.8%b3 
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Position after: 11.¥8b3 
11...0-0 12.Agf3 d6 13.2e2 Ad7 14.0-0 2b7+ 


Black is better because of his two powerful bishops and the d5-pawn constantly requires protection — 
Yakimova, T — Donchenko, I (2075) Moscow 2000. 


( b) 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 dé 8.-- ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.Ac3!? axb5! 6.e4! 
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Position after: 6.e4! 


As mentioned earlier, this was Igor Zaitsev’s idea. White does not hit b5, but strives for the fastest 
development and to fight for the center. 


6...b4! 
Capturing space and knocking the knight off the c3-square. 
7.Ab5! 


From here, the knight creates different threats for the future; other moves are clearly worse. 


A) 7.e5?! bxc3 8.exf6 cxb2 9.2xb2 Wa5+ 10.Wd2 Wxd2+ 11.xd2 gxf6 12.f4 Ton That Nhu, T 
(2193) — Le, Q (2375) Bac Giang 2014. 12...2b7 13.2c4 Bg8 14.3 e6—+ Black has an extra pawn 
and the d5-pawn will be lost as well. 


B) 7.)a4? Axe4 8.2d3 Af6 9.205 
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Position after: 9.25 


[9.Axc5 e6 10.Ab3 2b7+ White cannot hold the pawn. The d5-pawn cannot be defended, and 
cannot itself take on e6 due to 2g2.] 9...2b7N 10.Axc5 &xd5 11.4f3 e6+* Black has a healthy extra 
pawn, in Habjanic, D — Sirnik, B Slovenia 1992. 


7...d6! 
It is important to defend against e4-e5. 
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Position after: 7...d6! 
A very important position has arisen for the entire Zaitsev Variation. One of White’s ideas is e4-e5, as 
the e4-pawn is under attack. A very tough concrete game begins. 


7...2\xe4?? Of course, in no circumstance should you take the pawn — that’s White’s dream! 8.%e2! 
This is White’s idea. 8...f5 [8...Af6 9.Ad6# Oops!] 
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Position after: 9. \d6# 


9.f3+— Zontakh, A (2545) — Milanovic, D (2420) Belgrade 1998. White cannot retreat with the knight 
due to the mate on d6. 


8.a4 


A) 8.f3 Strengthening the e4-pawn. However, there are disadvantages, as White is slightly behind in 
development and the knight on bS5 is not reliably defended. 8...g6 
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Position after: 8...g6 


White now has different ideas. 


Al) 9.2c4 Here the bishop will be unstable, as it can get hit after Abd7-b6. 9...227 10.e5? Too 
aggressive. 10...dxe5 11.d6 0-0 12.2e3 Abd7—+ Klimek, M — Helmschrott, O Augsburg 1995. 
White has no ideas to develop any kind of offensive. 


A2) 9.a3 Trying to catch the b4-pawn, Diener, J — Moulin, S (1932) La Fere 2004. 9...227N 
10.225 Wa5 11.8c1 bxa3+ 12.2d2 Wb6 13.Axa3 0-0 14.44 We7 


“ase Gy 

20, 

"2 YY, 
7/7, 7G 


Bz 


Y= 


Yy 
Aa 
wa” cues oe 


STaaits — thetTvee 


Position after: 14...W4c7 


15.Ne2 Abd7 16.Ac3 2a6 17.63 Ab6 18.8e2 Bfb8F White’s play on the queenside has reached a 
dead end. Black has a pleasant initiative; the b3-pawn is a headache for White. 


A3) 9.a4 297 10.2c4 @bd7 This doesn’t change the state of affairs. 
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Position after: 10... bd7 


A3.1) 11.2e3 0-0 12.63 Ae5 13.Be2 e6! 14.dxe6 Bxe6 15.81 [15.Axd6 


ron 


———— 


Position after: 15.Axd6 
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Black seizes the initiative with the next move. 15...W%/b8!. 16.4b5 c4!+ White is lagging behind in 
development.] 15...c4 16.bxc4 Wa5 17.2d4 Ah5+ White’s extra pawn does not matter at all, since 
he has lost a lot of development. 


A3.2) 11.We2? Ab6 12.2b3 This is worse, Nadin Belkhodja, S — Sulypa, O (2424) Guingamp 
1999. 12...£a5!N This is now very strong. 13.W%d1 2d7 14.2d2 0-0 15.He2 Wa8—+ The a4-pawn 
is very weak and Black will win at least a pawn. 


B) 8.e5?! dxe5 9.Af3 Abd7 10.2c4 Ab6 11.63 Gnidenko, A (2103) — Frolochkin, V (2232) St 
Petersburg 2006. 
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Position after: 11.b3 


11...@xc4!N There are no contra-indications against capturing the bishop. 12.bxc4 2d7 13.2b2 
2xb5 14.cxb5 Wxd5 15.We2 c4 16.2d1 We4t Black remains with a clear extra pawn in this 
endgame. 


8...26 
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Position after: 8...g6 
This doesn’t change the state of affairs. 
9.Wc2 


A) 9.2.3 The best, but it transposes into the line with 8.2d3 that we will discuss later. 


B) 9.2c4?! Here the bishop can get hit by the knight from the b6-square. 9...2¢7 10.We2 0-0 11.0 
“\bd7 12.0-0 Ab6 
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Position after: 12...0b6 


13.Wc2 [13.2b3 Ba5! 14.2f4 294 15.h3 2xf3 16.Wxf3 AhS 17.2cl c4 18.2d1 Wa8F White’s 
bishops occupy the last ranks. The a4-pawn is very weak and White can only hope to equalize. ] 
13...axc4 14.Wixc4 @d7 15.Wic2 Ab6+F Yim, S (2281) — Gabuzyan, H (2557) Lichess.org INT 2020. 
Black has two bishops and pressure on the a4-pawn. 

C) 9.2f4 Sukhareva, E (2126) — Diakonova, E (2225) St Petersburg 2018. 9...227N Now it is 
natural to play this. 10.2.3 0-0 11.@f3 Abd7 12.0-0 Ah5 
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Position after: 12...@h5 


13.2cl Ab6 14.Bel B24 15.8e2 Af6 16.h3 Bd7 17.Wc2 Ha5F I like Black’s position more — there is 
pressure on the a4-pawn, the knight on b5 feels uncomfortable, and the tactical blow ...@xa4 is 
possible in the future, where the knight on b5 will be hit by the bishop on d7. 


9...297 10.0f3 0-0 11.243 
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Position after: 11.2d3 


In Nenezic, M (2430) — Andriasian, Z (2628) Katowice 2014, the natural solution was now as 
follows. 


11...Abd7N 12.0-0 Ab6 13.225 h6 14.2h4 2d7 15.8fel c4! 16.2xc4 We8! 
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Position after: 16...W¥ic8! 


17.2acl Wixc4 18.Wixc4 Axc4 19.8xe4 Bxa4dt 
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Black has the advantage of two bishops and the game is going for two results: either Black wins, or 
White can make a draw. 


( ¢) 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.243 


—s 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.0c3!? axb5! 6.e4! b4! 7.Ab5! d6! 8.2d3!? 
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Position after: 8. 2d3!? 
Another interesting and logical developing move. 
8...¢6 9.f4 


White has built a strong center, but is now slightly behind in development, Rytter, M — Nilsson, L 
(2061) Copenhagen 2000. I now recommend the following lines. 


A) 9.4f3!? See the line with 8.03. 


B) 9.a4! 227 10.4f3 0-0 11.0-0 Many games have been played in this position, but no one has yet 
played the following novelty. 11...aa6!N The idea is to exchange the b5-knight for the c7-square. 
12.8el Wc7 
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SG) Fe 


Position after: 12...@c7 


13.295 [13.h3 2a62 Black gets a great game.] 13...h6 14.2h4 95 15.223 Ah5oo A position has 
arisen in which Black’s chances are not worse; he can eliminate the g3-bishop at any given moment, 
and the g7-bishop presses unpleasantly along the long diagonal. 


9..2297N 10.Af3 2a6 11.We2 0-0 12.24 bxa3 
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Position after: 12...bxa3 
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13.8xa3 


13.4)xa3 To understand White’s problems, we need to consider this move. 13...%/a5+! This move 
breaks up the harmony of the white pieces. 14.Ad2 [14.2d2 This is very strongly met by 14...Wa4!—+. 
Suddenly there are problems with the e4-pawn.] 14...c4!! 


Position after: 14...c4!! 
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An effective move — the a7-g1 diagonal is opened and the c5-square is freed. 15.2xc4 2xc4 16.Wixc4 
Wb6! Keeping the king in the center. 17.%d3 Abd7 18.Adc4 Wb4+ 19.2d2 Ac5! 20.Wc2 Wb3 21.¢5 
dxe5 22.fxe5 Wxc2 23.Axc2 Bxal+ 24.Axal Axd5 25.Le2 Ad7—+ White loses the e5-pawn; Black 


has a decisive advantage. 


13...8%b6 14.Ad2 Abd7+ 
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Position after: 14... bd7+ 


White has problems with the b5-knight and cannot castle because of ...c4. His position is 
complicated! 


( d) 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.204?! 
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1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.2c3!? axb5! 6.e4! b4! 7.Ab5! d6! 8.2c4?! 
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Position after: 8. 2c4?! 
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Interesting, but adventurous. 
8 eco 26 


8...Axe4?! Again, this move is quite bad, due to the following. 9.We2! “f6 10.2f4 Ba6 11.axd6t+ 
Bxd6 12.2b5+! Bd7 13.2xb8+ Black is in a dubious situation; he lags behind in development and 
White’s pieces are very aggressive. 


9.e5 


9.2f4 This may seem dangerous but there is a very strong continuation. 9...a\bd7! Developing a piece 
and preparing “d7-b6 while Black defends against e4-e5. With this move Black can fight for an 
advantage. [9...Axe4?! 10.We2! 2e7! Black has to sacrifice a piece. 11.W4/xe4 0-0 12.a4 2xb2 13.2a2 
297 14.0f3 Ad7 15.0-0 Ab6co] 10.Af3 Ab6! 11.2d3 2g7 12.We2 0-0 13.0-0 224! 14.223 Afd7 
15.a3 c4 16.2b1 
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Position after: 16.&.b1 


16...2a5! Suddenly the knight gets into trouble. 17.24 a8 18.Ac7 Wa7 White loses the knight after 
19.4\b5 &xb5 with an extra piece. 


9...dxe5 10.d6 exd6 11.225 Abd7 
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Position after: 11...@bd7 
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Trying to develop an initiative. 


12.Axd6+ 2xd6 13.W%/xd6 h6 14.2h4 95 15.293 2b7 16.0f3 Ded 17.W%/d1 0-0F White has some 
compensation for the pawn, but it is not enough for equality. 


12...W%b6! 13.2xf7+ Ld8 14.83 Wxb5! 15.2xf6+ 


15.Wxa8 &c7 16.24 Wa6 17.843 2b7F Despite the extra exchange, Black’s position is better due to 
his better development. The unpleasant “\f6-e4 is threatened. 


15...Axf6 16.8xf6+ &c7 
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Position after: 16...&c7 

17.42 

17.¥4xh8 2a6—+ White has serious problems with his king. 
17...2.6 18.0-0 Wd7 19.2d5 2e7 20.Wf3 Zaf8 21.We3 Wo5+ 


This was played in Rufty, A — Mckenna, G (2225) Virginia 1997. Black has two bishops and an extra 
pawn. White can only hope for some weakening of Black’s king, but this is clearly not enough even 


for equality. 
( e) 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.2f4 g5 9.5 & 9.2¢3 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.4c3!? axb5! 6.e4! b4! 7.Ab5! d6! 8.24?! 
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Position after: 8. 2,4?! 


This is the most popular continuation. White insists on carrying out e4-e5 while developing the 
bishop to an active position. However, despite the logic of this move, it is dubious for specific 
reasons. 


8...¢5! 


A very strong move that Black must remember. Its idea is to distract the bishop from an active 
position and then destroy the central e4-pawn. In addition, the g7-square is freed up for the bishop. 


9.23 


9.e5?! It is dubious to answer the blow with a blow like this. 9...gxf4 10.exf6 Ad7 
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Position after: 10...d7 
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White’s squares are catastrophically weak. I consider different possibilities here. 


A) 11.4h3 ®xf6 12.@xf4 Here Black responds differently, but it is very strong. 12...2d7N 13.a4 
bxa3 14.2c4 [14.Bxa3 Bxa3 15.Axa3 Wa5+ 16.Wd2 Wxd2+ 17.&xd2 2h6 18.g3 Axd5—+ White has 
serious material losses] 14...2h6 15.Ah5 @xh5 16.W%xh5 2g7—+ White’s position does not hold. 


B) 11.W/f3 Axf6 12.2c4 Bho! 


Position after: 12...2h6! 
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Defending the f4-pawn is the strongest way. 13.4@e2 Sailer, W (2115) — Jurcik, M (2286) Bayern 
2007. Now it is necessary to play as follows. 13...Ag4!N. 14.Wh3 205 15.Wh5 Bg8! 
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Position after: 15...2g8! 


Black is not afraid to give up the h7- pawn. 16.!%xh7 &f8 17.h4 Af6 18.Wc2 Bh6 19.ef1 2b7 
20.4d1 e6—+ White loses the central e4-pawn and the bishop on b7 becomes strong. 


C) 11.fxe7 The most human decision. 11...&%xe7+ 12.2e2 [12.We2?! De5 13.Af3 297 14.Axe5 
&xe5—+ Allekand, L (2020) — Bagirov, V (2510) Jyvaskyla 1994. Black’s position is overwhelming 
because of the powerful e5-bishop.] 12...Ae5 13.2f1 2g7 14.42 0-0! 
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Position after: 14...0-0! 


The fastest possible development which poses maximum problems for White. 15.W%/xf4 2d7 Black 
has completed development, while White can only win a pawn during this time. 16.a4 bxa3 17.Axa3 
Efb8—+ Vincenzi, M (2065) — Sgnaolin, D (2144) Milan 2006. Black has a won position. It is 
difficult for White to keep the extra pawn — the b2-pawn is very weak. 


9...2.97! 


White is at a crossroads again. 
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Position after: 9...2g7! 


9...4\xe4!? There is nothing wrong with this move, but the move 9...27 is still better with the fastest 
development. 


10.f3 


Another way to defend the e4-pawn. In this position Black has played in a different way in practice 
thus far, but no one has yet used the strongest move in my opinion. 


A) 10.2d3 Defending a pawn and developing a piece is a logical continuation. 10...Ag¢4! 
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Position after: 10...g4! 


Al) 11.2xg5 It’s very strong here to continue as follows. 11...W/b6!N 12.W%c2 8a5! 13.a4 bxa3 
14.8xa3 ®e5 15.Bxa5 Wxa5+ 16.0c3 Axd3+ 17.Wxd3 Bg8 18.8cl &xc3+! Suddenly Black is 
giving up the bishop with this move and getting rid of the defender of the e4-pawn. 19.W%xc3 Wa4! 
+ White will not be able to keep the extra pawn; he has many weak pawns: g?2, e4 and b2. Also, the 
king is weak and the black pieces are significantly more active. 


A2) 11.8cl Yb6 12.Ah3 AeS 13.8e2 Chetverik, M (2313) — Stokke, K (2302) Oslo 2006. 
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Position after: 13.8.e2 
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13...2d7!N The strongest continuation. 14.24 bxa3 15.Axa3 Wb4+ 16.@f1 Wxed 17.Axes Wd4!F 
The pieces are very active; if there is an exchange of queens, it will be advantageous for Black. 
White’s pieces are disunited and devoid of any harmony. 


B) 10.e5 A very aggressive continuation, but White is not prepared for it, as in Jolly, J (2355) — 
Tripoteau, N (2361) France 2009. 10...dxe5!N Leading to big trouble for White. 
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Position after: 10...dxe5!N 


This is stronger than the move played in the game (10...@g4). However, this move also gives Black 
the best play. 


B1) 11.2xc5 a6! Attacking the bishop with tempo. 12.2e3 Wxd5 13.2xg5 0-0 14.4xd5 @xd5 
White’s problem is that he is far behind in development and at present, the unpleasant e5-e4 is 
threatened, activating the bishop on g7. 15.2c4 Bd8 16.Ne2 Ab6 17.2b3 @c5—+ The bishop b3 is 
hit, White’s deficit in development is clear. 


B2) 11.2c4 0-0 12.2xg5 Abd7 13.d6 Ab6 14.8e2 exd6 15.W4xd6 Wxd6 16.Axd6 Afd5 17.Axc8 
&fxc8 White gains the advantage of the two bishops, but the problem in development remains, and 
the threat of e5-e4 weighs over him like the sword of Damocles. 18.8c1 e4 19.@h3 b3 20.a3 c4—+ 
White cannot prevent c4-c3 with a decisive advantage for Black. 


10...Ah5!N 
Activating the bishop on g7 and at some point, the knight can go to f4. 


11.8% c2 h6 
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Position after: 11...h6 
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Sooner or later, it is beneficial to play this, additionally supporting the knight on b5 and creating a 


bad queenside pawn. 


12.94 Af4 13.h4 Ad7 14.a4 Ae5+ Black has powerfully occupied the central squares e5 and £4, and 
he has the idea of c5-c4 in his pocket while continuing to develop a pleasant initiative. 


12...Ad7 13.Ah3 Wa5 14.94 De5! 
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Position after: 14...Qe5! 
Again, this tactic works on Black’s side. 
15.2e2 


15.¢xh5? b3+! 16.2d2 Axf3+ 17.We2 bxc2 18.2xa5 Exa5 19.cexf3 94+ 20.2f2 &2xb2—+ White’s 
position is falling apart like a house of cards. 


15...0f6 16.0-0 2d7 17.Af2 0-0 18.8 el c4!t 
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Position after: 18...c4!T 


Black has a serious initiative on the queenside, and his pieces are very active. White’s problem is that 
he can’t take because of the following line. 


19.2xc4?? Bfc8 20.b3 Axc4 21.bxce4 Axd5! 
Boom! 
22.exd5 &xb5—+ 


It is not clear what White should do. White is tied — if he destroys the bishop on b5, he will lose 
material; if he does not do so, then he will lose the pawns on c4 and d5. 


( f) 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.24 25 9.2xg5 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.4c3!? axb5! 6.e4! b4! 7.Ab5! d6! 8.24?! g5! 9.2x95 
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Position after: 9. &xg5 

The most natural and best continuation. 

9...2)xe4 

Now White has a choice of whether to remove the bishop or just protect it. 


10.24 
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The most logical continuation; now the threat of e2 is created by attacking the knight, and if the 
knight retreats, the d6-pawn is lost with check. 


10.Af3 297 11.243 Axgs 12.Axg5 h6 


A) 13.4e6? This is not dangerous due to the following line. 13...fxe6 14.Wh5+ &d7 15.2e4 
Hjelmaas, L (2248) — Haugli, P (2255) Drammen 2010. 
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Position after: 15.2e4 


Now Black has an exact move. 15...&/b6!N. 16.dxe6+ &d8 17.2xa8 Y/xb5—+ The two light pieces 
are stronger than a rook and pawn. White’s king does not feel safe, and Black’s bishop on g7 is also 
strong. 


B) 13.4e4 &2xb2 14.0-0 Ad7 15.Aexd6+ exd6 16.We2+ Be5 17.£4 0-0 18.fxe5 AxeS5—+ Black has a 
healthy extra pawn and a strong knight on e5. 


10...2f6! 


Another strong move that I recommend you should remember. Now the idea of “d1-e2 will not be 
dangerous for Black, and this move also creates pressure. 
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Position after: 10... f6! 
In this position, White has several ideas. 
11.2c4 


The most popular and logical move. Developing the bishop to an active position and protecting the 
d5-pawn. 


A) 11.W%/e2 a6! By defending the d6-pawn in such an unusual way, Black casts doubt on the 
position of the queen on a6. 
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Position after: 11...&a6! 


Al) 12.2d1 Defending the d5-pawn. 12...2¢7 
A1.1) 13.43 0-0 14.a3 Scerbo, A (2086) — Hajenius, W (2025) Amantea 2009. 


Position after: 14.a3 
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14...Wa5!N Now this is very strong. 15.2d2 2d7 16.axb4 cxb4 17.W%/d3 Wxb5 18.Wxb5 &xb5 
19.2xb5 Ha5 20.204 Axd5 21.2xd5 Exd5 


Position after: 21... 
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22.2xb4 Exd1+ 23.&xd1 2xb2F Black has an extra pawn in the endgame and a good chance of 
realizing his material advantage. 

A1.2) 13.a4 Shabanaj, E (2140) — Calzetta Ruiz, M (2317) Turin 2006. 13...2b7 14.%c2 @xd5¥ 
White has no compensation for the lost pawn and besides, his queenside pawns on a4 and b2 are 
also weak. 


A2) 12.&%d2 Maybe the best, but with this move White admits that his idea of Wd1-e2 was wrong. 
12...2¢7 13.2c4 Abd7 14.0f3 
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Position after: 14. Af3 


In this position, it is better for Black not to castle at all. I propose that Black should be active in the 
following way. 14...Ab6!N 15.2d3 c4 16.2e2 2d7 17.Abd4 Afxd5 18.2h6 Rg8!F With his last 
move, Black intends to create pressure on the g-file. The king in the center is quite secure and 
besides, one should not forget that Black simply has an extra pawn. 


B) 11.43 2g7 12.243 
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Position after: 12.2d3 


[12.2c4 Abd7 13.0-0 Abé6 See 11.2c4.] 12...Axd5!N This has not been played before. 13.4\xd6+ 
[13.2e4? Axf4 14.2xa8 2a6 15.a4 bxa3 16.Axa3 “d3+—+ Black develops a decisive initiative due 
to the weakness of the king.] 13...exd6 14.2b5+ 2d7 15.2xd7+ Wxd7 16.W/xd5 We6+ 
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Position after: 16...We6+ 


17.Wxe6+ fxe6 18.0-0-0 d5 19.Ag5 2d7 20.2hel a6F Black is not much better due to the strong 
pawn structure on e6, d5, c5 and b4. 
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C) 11.8c1?! 2¢7 Development comes first. White has tried different moves, but the assessment of 
the position is sad for him in any case. 


Position after: 11...2¢7 


C1) 12.2c4 With this move, White defends the a2-pawn, but here the bishop is vulnerable. 
12...Abd7 13.Axd6+ exd6 14.2xd6 Dumanski, A (2229) — Sawicki, W (1784) Poland 2013. The 
black king is in an unsafe position, but it is necessary to question White’s plan with an accurate 
move. 14...Ae4!N 15.We2 Adf6 16.2xc5 Was 17.A b3+ 18.&f1 bxa2 
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Position after: 18...bxa2 
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It gradually becomes apparent that White’s play is reaching a dead end. 19.2a3 2a6! 20.¢3 2xc4 
21.Wixc4 Wxd5—+ White’s initiative has vanished and he is a piece down without compensation. 


C2) 12.&xc5 The logical follow-up of 11.4cl, as in De Haan, E (2215) — Rogers, I (2570) 
Netherlands 1998. 12...dxc5!N 13.Ac7+ &f8 14.Axa8 
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Position after: 14. Axa8 


White has won back the rook, but a strong move by Black follows. 14...W/a5! 15.2xb8 b3+ 16.e2 
bxa2 17.%al Wxa8—+ White’s king is in a vulnerable position, and the a2-pawn is a formidable 
force. 


11...227 


Now Black has a very simple plan: @bd7-b6 and possibly 2b7 and it is not clear how White should 
keep the d5-pawn. Despite the fact that White’s pieces are actively located, one does not see any 
advantage. 
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Position after: 11...2¢7 
White can now play in different ways. 


12.03 


A) 12.We2 With this move, White removes additional protection from the d5-pawn. 12...0-0 13.0£3 
“\bd7 14.0-0 [14.24 Ab6 15.25 Afxd5 16.2cl Axc4 17.Wixc4 Ab6 18.We4 Wd7 Here White 
surrenders, in Schidzick, J (1544) — Zaugg, B GER email 2018.] 14...ab6 15.2d3 Dmitrienko, A 
(2216) — Kron, V (2407) Tomsk 2003. 
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Position after: 15.2d3 


[Alternatively, 15.2ad1 @xc4 16.W%xc4 Terman, A (1577) — Mirzoyan, S (1203) St Petersburg 2019. 
16...%d7—+ Black has the unpleasant idea of 2a6; 15.&fd1 This doesn’t change things. 15...Axc4 
16.Wxc4 2a6 17.a4 bxa3 18.bxa3 Wa5 19.2ab1 Bfb8 20.a4 2c8—+ White cannot hold the a4 pawn.] 
15...0fxd5!N This is the simplest and strongest continuation. 16.2cl Wd7 17.2d1 f5—+ Black has a 
healthy extra pawn and a positional advantage. 

B) 12.4e2 With this move, White plans to transfer the knight to Ag3-f5. 12...Abd7 13.0g3 Ab6 
14.b3. All this has been seen between two strong GMs, Arencibia Rodriguez, W (2550) — Ivanchuk, 
V (2730) Cap d’Agde 1998. Now Vasily Mikhailovich Ivanchuk had a very strong idea at his 
disposal. 14...2¢4!N 15.3 
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Position after: 15.f3 


White has to weaken the kingside [15.W/d2 is bad due to 15...Afxd5+]. 15...2d7 16.0-0 0-0 17.a4 
bxa3 18.8xa3 Abxd5! Since the knight on b5 is vulnerable, this tactical operation is effective. 
19.2xd5 @xd5 20.Wxd5 2xb5—+ Black has an extra pawn and a two-bishop advantage. 


C) 12.a4 Gil Capape, J (2444) — Alvarez Ibarra, R (2421) Sanxenxo 2003. 12...Abd7 Black just 
follows a simple plan: pressure on the d5-pawn. 13.Af3 Ab6 14.b3 &2b7—+ The d5-pawn is lost. 


12...Abd7 
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Position after: 12...@bd7 
13.0-0 


13.4\xd6+ A desperate attempt to complicate the position. 13...exd6 14.2xd6 Ae4! 15.We2 £5 So far, 
Black has strengthened and if White does not develop an initiative in the near future, he will simply 
be left without a piece. 
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Position after: 15...f5 
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I consider the following possibilities. 


A) 16.4d4!? Threatening &h5 mate and “e6, or perhaps f2-f3. The position is sharp, so you need to 
play accurately. 16...W£6! 17.Ab5 Salvermoser, B (2220) — Camilleri, S (2100) Bad Woerishofen 
2005. 
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Position after: 17. Ab5 


In this confusing position, I propose an improvement. 17...2a6!N 18.Ac7+ @f7 19.2xa6 [19.Axa8 
&xc4 20.Mxc4 Axd6—+ White is already missing a piece, and the knight on a8 hasn’t escaped yet.] 
19...2)xd6 20.0-0 2a7 21.@e6 Zha8—+ White has failed to prove the correctness of his sacrifice; 
Black is safe, with an extra piece. 


B) 16.Ad2 Wf6! 17.Axe4 fxe4 18.Wxed+ d8 19.203 Be8 20.2c7+ &xc7 21.Wxe8 
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Position after: 21.¥xe8 


Black has a lot of good continuations, but I like how Black went on in the game. 21...2a6! 22.W/xa8 
2xc4 23.Wc6+ Wxc6 24.dxc6 2xb2 25.2d2 &xc6—+ White resigned after a few moves, in 
Mundstock, R (2419) — Salov, S (2400) ICCF email 2001. In this position, three minor pieces are 
stronger than the rooks. The two powerful bishops and the passed c-pawn are especially strong. At 
some point, the knight can give White a lot of problems, while White’s pawns are immobile and 
pose no danger. 


13...Ab6 14.243 
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Position after: 14. 2d3 


This was the position in Prystenski, A (2230) — McKenzie, C (2294) ICCF email 2014. Here, the next 
move is a very strong improvement. 


14.W%/b3 It is not possible to keep the d5-pawn, as in Allen, A (2215) — Wallace, J (2350) Canberra 
1997. 14...0-0 15.8fd1 /d7! Black is threatening “c4 and 2a6, so you have to retreat the bishop. 
16.2f1 2b7—+ The d5- pawn will be destroyed and White has no compensation for it. 


14...Afxd5N 15.2c1 0-0 16.a4 


16.Ag5 Af6 17.Bel h6 18.He4 @xe4 19.2xe4 d5 20.2b1 5+ 


16...bxa3 17.8xa3 Bxa3 18.Axa3 e5+ 
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Position after: 18...e5+ 


Black is clearly better; he has an extra pawn and in the future his central pawns can move, sweeping 
away everything in their path. 


( g) 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.Af3 Axed - Alternative 


a 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.Ac3 axb5 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.Af3!? 


Position after: 8. Af3!? 
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Having considered the previous possibilities, we can come to the conclusion that the best continuation 
for White is to simply develop. Developing the knight, White sacrifices the e4-pawn for the sake of 
the quickest development. 


8...axe4!? 


Alternatively, in the next subchapters, we will focus on 8...g6, but I also want to show that Black can 
take on e4 if he relishes the risk! 


9.2.c4 26 10.We2 £5! 


10...2f6? Worse due to the following line. 11.2f4! 2a6 12.@xd6+! 
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Position after: 12.xd6+! 


12...&xd6 13.8b5+! Bd7 14.2xb8+— White remains with a won position. 


11.Ag5 27! 
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Position after: 11...2¢7! 


12.0-0 


12.4)xe4? fxe4 13.Wxe4 0-0 14.0-0 This leads to a big advantage, as in Willitzer — Stummer, K 
Poland 1991. 14...Ad7!N 15.295 “e5 Now White can try to muddy the waters as follows. 16.Axd6 


Wxd6 17.2xe7. 


Position after: 17.2xe7 
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This seems dangerous, but after 17...Y%b8! 18.2xf8 2f5 19.44 &xf8—+ Black has a won position. 
The two light pieces are stronger than the rook and two pawns since Black has very strong minor 
pieces. Black has two powerful bishops and a centralized knight, so he has a decisive advantage. 


12...0-0 13.2e1 2f6 14.0h3! 
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Position after: 14.h3! 


Threatening the unpleasant f2-f3, as in Demidov, M (2534) — Salman, P (2197) Moscow 2017. Now I 
have considered the following possibilities for Black. 


14.4)xe4?! fxe4 15.Wxe4 Ad7 16.04 De5 17. 2f1 2f5 18.We3 Sh4t Black has a serious initiative. 
White will have to weaken his kingside with the move g2-g3 and the unpleasant “e5-g4 is 
threatened, with tactical motifs due to the weakness of the f2-square. 


14...2a6!2N 


14...2d7?!N 15.3 Y/b6 16.fxe4 2xb5 17.2xb5 
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Position after: 17. 8xb5 


17...c4+ 18.2h1 Yxb5 19.exf5 Wxd5 20.fxg6 hxg6 21.2h6 Hf7 22.Wg4+ Still, White has slightly 
better play due to the vulnerability of the black kingside. 


15.f3 Ad7! 16.fxe4 DAe5 17.04 bxa3 18.2xa3 Axc4 19.8xa6é EBxa6 20.Wxc4 Wd7 
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Position after: 20...Wd7 


Black has gained a rook and a pawn for two light pieces — usually such a ratio of pieces is beneficial 
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to the side that has the two light pieces, but here we are dealing with an exception. 


21.Ag5 Bb8 22.Ac3 Zal 23.Ae6 Bxb2 24.2xb2 Bxel+ 25.Lf2 hl 26.Ae2 2xb2 27.4b3 Wa7 
28.Yxb2 c4+ 29.A2d4 
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Position after: 29. A2d4 
29...2f7 
29...fxe4 This is bad in view of the next move. 30.%g3!! Black’s king is unsafe on g8. 


30.exf5 Wal 31.Ag5+ &f6 32.Axh7+ &g7 33.Wixal Exal 34.fxg6 Ba2+ 35.23 &xg6F 
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Position after: 35... &xg6 


As you know, it is more difficult for two knights to play against a rook, since the knights are not long- 
range pieces. Nevertheless, the computer can easily hold such a position, but in a practical game it is 
easier to play with Black — his trump card is the passed c4-pawn. 


( h) 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.Af3 g6 9.e5 & 9.204 


- 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.Ac3 axb5 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.Af3!? 26 


White does not get involved in complications in case of 8...2e4, but instead, strives to complete 
development as soon as possible. 
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Position after: 8...g6 
9.2.¢4!? 


Here White lures Black to hit the e4-pawn. 


9.e5!? It is worth considering this sharp move. 9...dxe5 


ee a 


Position after: 9...dxe5 


A) 10.d6?! exd6 11.2g5 8e7 12.2xf6 2xf6 13.Axd6+ &f8 14.2c4 Miron, L (2063) — Pachia, M 
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Tusnad 2001. [14.&%d5 This is actually a serious error due to the following line. 14...2a7 15.W/xc5 
¥c7, as in Vigneron, M — Boissel, B France 1993. 


Position after: 15...&c7 
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16.Wixb4 Ac6 17.8%d2 Bd7 18.0-0-0 2e7—+ White suffers a loss of material.] 14...2a7!N 


Position after: 14...&a7!N 
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15.Ae4 &g7 16.0-0 Ac6 17.Axc5 2g4F White is able to maintain material balance, but Black is 
clearly in a better position due to the advantage of the two bishops. 
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B) 10.2xe5 Of course, this is preferable. 10...2¢7 11.d6 [11.2c4 0-0 12.0-0 This leads to a variation 
discussed later — see our current main line with 9.8c4.] 11...0-0 12.2e3 Ae8! 13.dxe7 Wxe7 14.Ac4 
2b7 
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Position after: 14...8b7 


It is difficult for White to complete development, since the fl-bishop is forced to defend the g2- 
pawn. 15.&g1 A dubious decision. White will now lag far behind in development — all this arose in 
the game Starczewski, S — Klementys, J Poland 1995. [15.a4 The lesser evil, but even here, Black 
will be better. 15...0d7 16.4%b3 Aef6 17.0-0-0 &c6+ White’s king does not feel safe on the 
queenside.] Now I like the following line. 15...Ac6! 16.2e2 Hd8 17.4%b3 @d4—+ Black has a great 
advantage, since White cannot completely secure his king and Black’s pieces develop a lot of 
activity in the center. 


9...297! 


With this simple developmental move, Black fights for the advantage. 


70 


a Nw ft | ON Oo 


a D Cc ce e = — h 
Position after: 9...2g7! 


9...2)xe4?! 10.We2 £5 11.Ag5 297 12.0-0 Axg5 13.2xg5 h6 
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Position after: 13...h6 


14.2xe7! This is very strong here. 14...W/xe7 15.Ac7+ &f7 16.4 xe7+ &xe7 17.Bael+ &d8 18.Axa8 
&xb2o From a human perspective, this position looks unclear, although the strongest engine 
evaluates this as 0.00. I think that this is a position of dynamic balance, and in a practical game 
anything can happen here — the game can end with any of three results. 
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10.e5!? 


Black should be ready for this move. 


A) 10.0-0 0-0!? Taking on e4 is also possible, but I prefer development. 11.2e1 2¢4 12.h3 &xf3 
13.Wxf3 Abd7 14.2f1 Graf, A (2605) — Martinovic, S (2450) Metz 1995. 
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Position after: 14. &f1 


Here I recommend an improvement. 14...2a5!N The knight on bS5 is protected only by the bishop 
and Black can put pressure on it. 15.a4 Wa8 16.Ac7 Wb7 17.Ab5 Ab6 18.225 Afd7 The a4-pawn is 
very weak and it is better for White to give away an exchange. 19.b3 2xal 20.2xal f6 White has 
compensation for the exchange due to the advantage of the two bishops, but because of the c5-c4 
motif, I prefer Black’s position somewhat. 


B) 10.W%e2?! 0-0 11.0-0 Abd7 
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Position after: 11...@bd7 


There are different ideas here from calm to aggressive. 


B1) 12.h3 Ab6 13.2d3 Weinberg, E (1952) — Calzetta Ruiz, M (2289) Cesenatico 2004. 
13...2a5!N This is very strong here. 14.25 c4! 15.2xc4 @xc4 16.Wixc4 2a6 
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Position after: 16...2.a6 


White is lost due to the pin on the a6-fl diagonal. 17.Afd4 Axe4 18.23 &xd4 19.Wxd4 &xb5 
20.Sfd1 [20.Wxe4 &xfl 21.8xfl &xa2 22.\Wxb4 Wd7—-+] 20...f5 21.Wxb4 Wa8—t+ Black has a won 
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position. 


B2) 12.5 dxe5 13.Axe5 Axe5 14.4 xe5 2a6 15.8d1 d7! 
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Position after: 15...0d7! 


White starts to have very serious problems. 16.W/e2 [16.%g3 Ab6 17.2f1 Aa4 18.2b1 Wd7 19.Ac7 
&xfl 20.Axa8 &c4 21.Ac7 2xa2 22.hal b3—-+ Despite the fact that White has won the exchange, 
his position is already hopeless. The b2-pawn is very weak.] 16...2e5 17.d6 exd6 18.2xd6 Wa5—+ 
White suffers a material loss due to the pin on the a6-f1 diagonal, as in Schoonmaker, N — 
Adamson, R (2315) Las Vegas 1995. 


10...dxe5 11.2 xe5 0-0 
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Position after: 11...0-0 
In the position that has arisen, White is at a crossroads: he can play aggressively or more calmly. 
12.0-0! 


More positional and in my opinion the best continuation. 


12.d6?! The aggressive path is clearly dubious. 12...4a6! From here, the rook is brought into the game 
and can be transferred to the center. 13.dxe7 Wxe7 14.We2 2e6 
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Position after: 14... 8e6 


A) 15.a4!9N 15...8e8 16.f4 Ac6 17.0-0 a5 18.4a3! Zaa8 19.2xe6 Wxe6 20.Ab5 “d5+F Black is 
clearly better in this position because the difference in bishop activity is obvious. The cl- bishop is 
very passive and is shut by the f4-pawn, while the g7-bishop is very strong and, if required, the e5- 
knight can be eliminated. Black has threats of f7-f6 and “a5-b3. 


B) 15.4f3? This is a mistake. 15...2xc4! 16.Wxe7 He8 17.Wixe8+ Axe8 18.2f4 2xb5 19.2xb8 
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Position after: 19.2xb8 


White has won an exchange, but this is little consolation for him. 19...2xb2 20.2b1 2c3+ 21.2d1 
Exa2—+ Baeta, M (2178) — Dumont, S (2325) Rio de Janeiro 2006. Black has a winning position due 
to the great activity of the rook and two bishops and besides, the two connected passed b- and c- 
pawns represent a great danger. 


12...2a6! 


A concrete move with the idea of hitting b5 and then eliminating the d5-pawn. 
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Position after: 12...2a6! 


13.a4! 
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It is important to support the knight, and the a-pawn may become a passed pawn later, as in Gokhale, 
J (2395) — Shantharam, K (2260) India 1994. Here I recommend an improvement. 

13.8e1?! This was played by correspondence. 13...22xb5! 14.2xb5 Wxd5 15.We2 [15.f4 As in the 
variation with 13.a4, here Black has an exact move. 15...W/b7!. 16.&%d3 e6 17.a3 bxa3 18.Bxa3 Ad5+ 
Black has an extra pawn and the two bishops do not compensate for it.] 15...e6 
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Position after: 15...e6 


16.2c4 [16.f4 Wb7! 17.2e3 Ad5 18.2xc5 Bc8 19.2d4 Manor, I (2480) — Josephsen, N (2255) Berlin 
1995, 19...8a5! 20.2c4 @xf4 21.We4 Wxe4 22.Bxe4 Ad7!—-+ Black has a big enough advantage to 
win.] 16...%d6 17.2f4 Ah5 18.225 Sorroche Lupion, F (2061) — Waerstad, L (1614) IECG email 
2006. In this position, I propose an improvement to Black’s play as follows. 18...ac6!N 19.Axf7 
Exf7 20.Wxe6 Wxe6 21.8xe6 Ae5 22.2d5 Haf8 23.2b6 h6 24.2e7 Af4 25.2xf7+ Bxf7 26.2xc5 Ad7 
27.8c6 @xc5 28.8xc5 &xb2F Only Black plays to win here, and whether White can make a draw is 
still questionable. I like the fact that Black does not risk anything and can gradually improve his 
position. 


13...Afd7!N 
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Position after: 13...0fd7!N 
14.4xf7! 


14.4xd7?! @xd7 15.2b1 Ab6 16.63 @xc4 17.bxc4 &c8F Due to the advantage of the two bishops, 
Black’s position is somewhat more promising. 


14...2xf7 15.d6 2xb5 16.2xf7+ &xf7 
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Position after: 16...xf7 
This is another point in the game where White needs to make a very important decision. 
17.2g5! 


17.¥/d5+? I think that many people would not hesitate to play this tempting move. 17...e6 18.%/xa8 
&c6! 19.4%a7 Wh4! Black starts a very unpleasant attack on the king, while the white queen does not 
participate in the defense of her king and is excluded from the game. 20.%c7 Se5 21.h3 2d4 22.23 
[22.a5 2d5 23.a6 We3—+ Mate is inevitable. ] 22...We4 23.4xc6 “Axc6—+ Black has both a material 
and a positional advantage. 


17...Af6! 18.axb5! 
18.2xf6? Wxd6! 19.¥xd6 exd6 20.axb5 Exal 21.8xal &xf6—+ 


18...2xal 19.Wb3+! e6 20.8xal Wxd6 
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Position after: 20...Wixd6 


The position looks unclear. Black has two light pieces for the rook, but White’s pieces are very 
active. 


21.463 &e7! 22.8d1 Wb6 23.84 Abd7 24.h4 Le 25.2xf6 Axf6 26.2d6 Wxb5 27.We3 Hed 28.b3 
Wed 
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Position after: 28...Wig4 


29.8xe6+ £8 30.Wxc5+ &e8 31.We7 Wd4 32.2e5 Yh8= 


The position remains tense. Objectively speaking, it is equal, but in a practical game anything can 
happen, although at a glance Black does not risk losing. 


( i) 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.Af3 26 9.2f4 


rs 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.Ac3 axb5 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.Af3!? 26 9.264?! 
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Position after: 9. 2f4?! 

White threatens to advance e4-e5, so now it is necessary to capture the e4-pawn. 
9...2\xe4! 10.We2 £5! 

Black simply holds the knight. 

11.¢4 


When your opponent strikes on the flank, then you need to react in the center — so teaches the 
classical school. Here however, we cannot strike in the center, but there is a very strong idea to strike 
on the queenside. 


11.4d2!? Bjeloruseps, M — Zacharias, A Hamburg 1997. Now I recommend the following move. 
11...2g7N [11...Axd2?? This is impossible due to the following intermediate move. 12.Axd6+ &d7 
13.8%b5+ Gc7 14.Ae8#] 12.h4! [12.Axe4?! This is dubious. 12...fxe4 13.!4%/xe4 0-0-+ White’s 
queenside is too weak. His pawns on b2 and a2 are weak, and the knight on bS is a paper tiger that 
only needs to be saved.] 12...h5! 
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Position after: 12...h5! 


13.a4 [13.2xe4 fxe4 14.W/xe4 0-0—+ White cannot take on g6 as his bishop hangs on f4.] 13...0-0 
14.Axe4 fxe4 15.295 B7 16.Wd2 2f5—-+. 


11...b3!!N 
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Position after: 11...b3!!N 


A strong move. Now there are fantastic options. 
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12.¢xf5 


A) 12.a3 297 13.gxf5 &a4!! From here, the rook is very functional although the move looks very 
unusual. 14.fxg6 hxg6 15.8g1 2f5 16.0-0-0 “a6 Black’s attack develops by itself. 17.We3 Wa5! 


"s ia. 


A a 


YG 


Le CNG 
WY “yay, LAY 
iY OEY oe 


oe oe 1p ice OE EEL Mel Oe | 


Position after: 17...Wa5! 


18.2d3 [Or 18.Wxb3 0-0 19.2c4 2b8 >] 18...Ab4!! 19.2xe4 [19.axb4 This move leads to a quick 
end after the following line. 19...2al+ 20.8b1 Bxb1+ 21.&xb1 Wa2+ 22.cl Wal#] 19...Aa2+ 
20.&b1 &xe4+ 21.8al Ac3!! Black has a very powerful attack, because 22.Axc3 is followed by the 
simple 22...2xa3+ 23.bxa3 Wxa3#. 


B) 12.a4 Now at least the rook will not get the a4-square. 12...2g¢7 13.gxf5 
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Position after: 13.gxf5 


B1) 13...8xf5?! The natural human decision fails here. 14.Ad2! Wa5! [14...Axd2? 15.Axd6+ &f8 
16.Axf5 gxf5 17.xd2+— White has two bishops and an extra pawn.] 15.f38 Axd2 16.Axd6+ &d7 
17.Axf5 Axfl+ 18.2xfl gxf5 19.We6+ 
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Position after: 19.4e6+ 


Black has an extra piece, but White’s pieces are very active. 19...2e8 20.2g1! &xb2 21.298+ Exg8 
22.Wixe8+ &d7 23.We6+ kd8 24.We8+ cod7 25.Web+ &d8 26.%g8+= Perpetual check follows. 


84 


B2) 13...0-0!! 


Position after: 13...0-0!! 
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Fantastic. It would seem necessary to protect the e4-knight, but it is better to go for maximum 
development. 14.2g2!? [14.Wxe4 Natural but apparently not the best. 14...2xb2! 15.Bd1 &xf5 
16.Wc4 8c2 17.8d2 Ad7 18.2h3 Abo 19.2c6+ “Yh8—+ White can lay down arms.] 14...gxf5 15.0- 
0 Dabo 16.4)d2 Here again an unusual move follows. 16...Ab4! 


Position after: 16...b4! 
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Fantastic again! As in a fairy tale, for Black everything grows together in any variation. White has 
a choice of whether to hit the knight on e4 or the pawn on b3. 


B2.1) 17.Axb3 This is followed by a ferocious blow. 17...2xb2!! Boom!! True computer power. 
Alternatively, 17...xd5 is also strong for Black. 18.&%xb2 “\d3! That’s the idea. 19.Wc2 @xf4 
20.2xe4 fxe4 21.8h1 2f5 22.291+ Lh8 23.893 Bf6 24.Ac3 Ah3- Black has a decisive kingside 
attack. 


B2.2) 17.Axe4 fxe4 18.2d2 Ac2! The knight is very unpleasant for White. 19.2ad1 &xa4 
20.2xe4 2a6 


i, 
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Position after: 20...2.a6 


White must lose material, since the pin on the a6-f1 diagonal is fatal, after the protecting move. 
21.2d3 2xb5! 22.2xb5 Ad4 23.Wd3 A+ 24.Lh1 Zh4 White can lay down arms. 


12...8xa2 13.8d1 2xf5 14.0d2 
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Position after: 14.0d2 

14...297! 

Again, development outweighs materialism. 
15.Axe4 &xb2 16.2d2 0-0 17.Ag5 


White neglects development but has the specific idea of Aec6. 


17.22 &d7 18.0-0 Ae5 Black has three pawns for a piece and besides, his b- and c-pawns are 
passed. Black’s position is already being evaluated as a decisive advantage. One possible variation 
may proceed as follows. 19.@\a7 W/d7 20.4c6 &c2—+ The idea is ...c4, and if 21.&cl, a forced line 
follows. 
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Position after: 21.8c1 


21...8xe4! 22.8xe4 Bxd2! 23.Wxd2 We4+ 24.8h1 Wxe4+ 25.f3 Bxf3! 26.Wg2 b2 27.8cdl Exfl+ 
28.2xfl Af3! 29.Axe7+ Gh8 The computer says that checkmate is expected in 9 moves. There is no 
protection against b2-b1. 


17...4a6! 
The idea is ...2\a6-b4; even here the knight can invade on c2 or d3. 


18.Ae6 Ab4!! 
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Position after: 18...@b4!! 
19.f4 


19.Axd8 Ac2# 
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Position after: 19... c2# 
A beautiful checkmate that pleases the heart of any chess player. 
19...%b6 20.2f2 
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20.4)xf8 After this move, there is 20...d3+ and White is forced to give up the queen. 


20...2d3 21.83 Wxb5 22.Axf8 &xf8 23.693 


SS 
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Position after: 23.®g3 
23...2xfl 24.khxfl We4—t+ 
For the exchange, Black has three pawns and a knight, very active pieces, and White’s king does not 


feel completely safe. 


pS ST ep ce age ——$$ $$ aac. a 


( j) 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.Af3 g6 9.243 ) 


a 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.Ac3 axb5 6.e4 b4 7.Ab5 d6 8.Af3!? 26 9.2.43 
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Position after: 9. 2d3 
The most logical and reliable move. 
9...227 10.0-0 


A natural position has arisen. The knight on b5 is somewhat unstable, since it is protected by a 
bishop, but White in any case is forced to play a4. Black has several ideas at his disposal. A 
combative continuation can ensue. 


10...2a6!N 


10...0-0 This is the other natural move. 11.a4 Chittka, J— Van Kerkhof, D Karlsuhe 2019. 
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Position after: 11.a4 


I now suggest the following improvement. 11...Aa6!N 12.2b1 Ac7 13.Axc7 Wxc7 14.b3 e6 15.dxe6 
&xe6oo A difficult position has arisen in which Black’s chances are not worse. Black’s plan may 
include ...d5 and ...c4. 


11.We2 


White should prepare a2-a4. 


11.a4? White cannot support the b5- knight with this move because of 11...Axe4!+. White has no 
compensation for the surrendered pawn. 


11...0-0 12.a4 bxa3 13.8xa3 Abd7 14.h3 Yb6 
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Position after: 14...W&b6 


Black has previously played similar positions without a pawn. Although Black has an equal material 
ratio, he has the standard unpleasant pressure on the queenside. 


15.2c4 &fb8 16.Axd6 exd6 17.2xa6! 


17.8xa6 Exa6 18.2xa6 Axe4 19.2c4 Be8 


Wh, 
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Position after: 19...2e8 
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The computer evaluates such a position as equal, but nevertheless it is Black who is playing to win, 
due to the weakness of the b2- and d5-pawns. For example, difficulties may arise after the following 
natural line. 20.2e1?! Aef6 21.Wdl Bxel+ 22.Wxel Wb8F The idea is ...A\d7-b6, and the d5-pawn 
can be eliminated in the future. 


17...Axe4 18.Wxe4 Bxaé 
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Position after: 18...2xa6 
19.2f4 2xb2 20.8xa6 Wxa6 21.We7 Af6 22.Wixd6 Wxd6 23.2xd6 Xc8 24.8b1 2c3 25.8b5 2b4= 


Again, for the computer, this position is equal, but in my view, this position is more pleasant to play 
as Black, although White equalizes due to his activity. 


Conclusion 

So we have considered the dynamic system of the Zaitsev, which begins with the move 5.%c3. 
Further, the next position 5...axb5 6.e4 b4 7.4b5 d6 can appear almost forcibly. In this position, it is 
doubtful for White to play 8.2f4. Black needs to know that after the exact 8...g5! 9.2xg5 @xe4 
10.2f4, another precise move is now 10...46! with further pressure on the d5-pawn. Black’s plan 
may simply be: ...@\bd7-b6, ... 2b7. 


Therefore, it is better for White to play 8.@\f3, which leads to calmer play, but there are dynamic 
factors here as well. In principle, the Zaitsev system is considered one of the most dynamic lines in 
the Benko Gambit. In many lines, White needs to watch out for the knight on b5 that has come off the 
base. Often, White has to play a2-a4, which can lead to some exchanges on the queenside and the 
opening of the game, as we can see that in every scenario Black is able to successfully cope with any 
problems that White poses. 
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Chapter 2 
Dlugy Variation — 5.f3 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.£3 
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Chapter 2 — Dlugy Variation — 5.f3 


1.d4 @f6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.f3 axb5 6.e4 Wa5+ 

a) 7.-- & 7.b4 

b) 7.2d2 b4 8.4a3 d6 9.-- & 9.He2 

c) 7.2d2 b4 8.4a3 d6 9.Ac4 Wd8 10.-- 

d) 7.2d2 b4 8.4a3 d6 9.2 c4 Wd8 10.243 

e) 7.2.d2 b4 8.4)a3 d6 9.4\c4 Wd8 10.a3 e6 11.axb4 

f) 7.2d2 b4 8.4a3 d6 9.2\c4 Wd8 10.a3 e6 11.He3 

g) 7.2d2 b4 8.4a3 d6 9.24 Wd8 10.a3 e6 11.dxe6 2xe6 12.43 


h) 7.2d2 b4 8.4\a3 d6 9.a\c4 Wd8 10.a3 e6 11.dxe6 2xe6 12.axb4 &xal 13.Wxal d5 14.exd5 Axd5 
15.-- 


i) 7.2d2 b4 8.4 a3 d6 9.Ac4 Wd8 10.a3 e6 11.dxe6 2xe6 12.axb4 Bxal 13.Wxal d5 14.exd5 Axd5 
15.Wa4+ 
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( a) 7.-- & 7.b4 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.£3!? 
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Position after: 5.f3!? 


This is an aggressive continuation that has its own dynamics. White’s idea is to capture the center by 
e2-e4 as quickly as possible. In this Variation, White has the c4- and b5- squares at his disposal and 
the knight can occupy these squares, but Black will also have his own ideas, of course. In modern 
practice, the Variation practically does not occur, since Black has found good ways to solve the 
problems that White poses. 


5...axb5 6.e4 


White has captured the center and threatens to move e4-e5, but Black should not play 6...d6 since the 
b5- pawn can be taken with check and the harmony of the black pieces will be disturbed. So instead 
you have to play as follows. 


6...Wa5+! 
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Position after: 6...8a5+! 
A strong move after which the harmony of the white pieces is disturbed. 
7.b4?! 


A) 7.4c3?! Playing the game in the style of Zaitsev’s variation does not work. Although some 
strong GM’s have played this way, this continuation cannot be recommended for White. 7...b4 
8.2\b5 d6 9.a4 Abd7 10.b3 g6 11.2b2 2g7 
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Position after: 11...2¢7 


Al) 12.4h3 0-0 13.%/d2 Mirzoev, A (2539) — Renteria Becerra, J (2317) Jaen 2013. It is now 
logical to build the game towards the aim of conducting the thematic c5-c4. 13...Ab6!N 14.0f2 
2d7 15.2e2 Bfc8 16.0-0 c4 17.bxc4 Axc4 18.8xc4 &xc4F Black has the advantage of the two 
bishops, and White’s knight on b5 and the pawn on a4 are vulnerable. 


A2) 12.8c4 0-0 13.Ae2 Lobron, E (2575) — Milos, G (2565) Tilburg 1993. 
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Position after: 13.®e2 


13...Ab6! Again this is logical. 14.2d3 2a6 15.0-0 Bfc8 16.@h1 Afd7 17.2xg7 &xg7F Black’s 
plans include @d7-e5 and c5-c4 with a slightly better position. 


B) 7.¥%d2!? Wxd2+! 
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Position after: 7...@xd2+! 
B1) 8.4xd2!N The most logical. 8...e6 9.dxe6 fxe6 10.2xb5 2a6 11.2xa6 @xa6 12.%e2 d5 13.0-0 
A\b4 14.a3 c4 
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Position after: 14...c4 


Black’s position is somewhat more active, but White does not see anything dangerous. 15.h1 
Ad3 16.exd5 exd5 17.b3 &c5 18.bxc4 Af2+ 19.eg1 Ad3+ 20.eh1 Af2+= Perpetual check results. 


B2) 8.2xd2?! Dubious. 8...b4 9.2g5 Peek, M — Berg, K (2350) Dieren 1985. 9...h6!N 10.2h4 [No 
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better is 10.2xf6 gxf6 11.Ad2 f5 12.Ac4 287 13.e5 2b7+ and Black has the advantage of the two 
bishops. In addition, the d5- and e5-pawns are weak and require constant defense.] 10...¢5 11.22 
2g7 
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Position after: 11...2¢7 


12.a4 [12.2xc5? This can be followed by the following simple move. 12...Axe4!—+ Attacking both 
the bishop and the b2- pawn.] 12...d6 13.Ad2 Ah5 14.8a2 £5+ Black has excellent play on the 
kingside and in the center. It is also not easy for White to eliminate the bishop on g7, which 
presses on the b2-pawn, and in the case of b2-b3, the c3-square will be weakened. 


7...cxb4! 
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Position after: 7...cxb4! 


This move is stronger than the following alternative. 7...%xb4+ 8.2d2 Wa4 9.Wel b4 10.Wxc5 “a6 
11.2xa6 &xa6 12.%xb4o Black certainly has enough compensation for the pawn, and he can even 
pretend to be better soon. 


8.Ad2 


8.2b2 It would seem that White has quite an adequate position, but there is a very powerful move. 
8...e5!N Black’s idea is to play &c5 telling White that his a7-g1 diagonal is catastrophically weak. 
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Position after: 8...e5!N 


A) 9.2xe5 &2c5! White has serious developmental problems and the threat of b4-b3 weighs over him 


like the sword of Damocles. 


Position after: 9....c5! 


10.2d4 It is logical to block the bishop’s diagonal and try to leave the king on f2. [10.Ae2 Wb6 
11.2d4 d6 12.2xc5 dxc5 13.4@d2 0-0 14.4\cl &e8—+ In view of the large deficit in development, 
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White has a hopeless position.] 10...63+ 
Al) 11.2e2 &xd4 12.Wxd4 0-0 13.&f2 Ac6!! 
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Position after: 13...c6!! 


A very effective move; the idea is to open the d-file for the rook. 14.dxc6 dxc6 15.He2 2e6 
16.Abc3 b4 17.Ad1 Bfd8 18.%b2 Wb6+ 19.el Hxa2 20.Bxa2 bxa2 21.Acl1 Ha8 


a ae Zr 


Position after: 21...2%a8 


Black plays calmly, but without losing time; his main trump cards are the pawns on the queenside. 
22.Wial b3 23.2e2 2d8 24.2f1 Wd4 25.Ab2 c5—+ Surprisingly, White cannot do anything against 
the powerful passed pawns. 
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A2) 11.Ac3 b2 12.2b1 b4 13.Ace2 2xd4 14.Wxd4 b3+ 15.&f2 bxa2—+ White is lost. 


B) 9.%c1 a6! Insisting on the lunge 2c5. 10.2xe5 4 b6 11.0e2 2c5 12.W%b2 d6! When offering a 
pawn sacrifice, consider what happens if the sacrifice is accepted or refused. 
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Position after: 12...d6! 


B1) 13.2d4 White does not allow Black to capture the a7-g1 diagonal. 13...0-0 14.Ad2 Se8 
15.Ab3 2d7 Black has completed development, but White’s kingside is still not developed; it’s 
hard to provide him with good advice. 16.¢4 2xd4 17.W/xd4 @c5 18.2g2 Ha3 


rrr 


Ii UY @ Yu 


a b G& @ 8 T @ 


ST a he a 


Y Yj nt Y 
ee 


104 


Position after: 18...2%a3 


19.95 [If 19.0-0, then 19...2)xd5!—+ exploiting the unprotected e2-knight.] 19...Ah5 20.0-0 Hea8 
21.f4 &xa2 22.&xa2 &xa2—+ White’s position does not hold. 


B2) 13.2xf6 exf6 14.Wxf6 Begs 
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Position after: 14...2g8 


Black has more than enough compensation for the pawn due to the weakness of the dark squares. 
15.Ad2 Se3 16.e5 Ac5 17.exd6 Ad3+ 18.2d1 Af2+ 19.Wel LF8 20.23 Bd7 21.Ae4 Axe4 
22.fxe4 b3 


105 


Zo yy ) hy WY 
Be » 


a Nw ft Oa ON O 


Position after: 22...b3 


Now White suffers material loss anyway. 23.axb3 This leads to the following line. 23...8f2+ 
24.d1 Sxal+ 25.%xal Me3! Black has an attack on both the e4- and b3-pawns. White cannot 
immediately defend both pawns, so his position is hopeless. 


8...Wib6! 


Occupying the a7-g1 diagonal, Black prevents White from castling. 


seeweos 
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Position after: 8...¥8b6! 

9.4\b3 e6 10.Ae2 

This was seen in Kaszowski, D (2309) — Andrejczuk, B (2025) Poznan 2003. 

10...Aa6!N 

The strongest move. From here the knight can, on occasion, move to c5 or c7, attacking the d5-pawn. 
11.dxe6 dxe6 12.0ed4 e5! 


A very strong move that is useful to remember, sacrificing the b5-pawn. Black activates his pieces as 
much as possible. 
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Position after: 12...e5! 
13.2xb5+ 


13.Axb5? This is a bad capture. 13...2e6! 14.2b2 &d8 Now it is difficult for White to somehow 
position the queen so as to avoid being hit. 15.W%c2 [15.4%b1 2xb3 16.axb3 We3+ 17.2e2 Hd2—-+] 
15...2c8 16.Wd2 Ad7! 17.2e2 Be7 
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Position after: 17... 2e7 


White’s main problem is that he cannot move the king out of the center and the rook on h1 is out of 
play. 18.2d1 Aac5 19.Ad6+ Yxd6 20.Wixd6 &xd6 21.2xd6 Ye7 22.2d1 f6 The a2-pawn is very 
weak. However, 23.4c1 leads to a very serious problem for White after 23...0a4!—+. 


13...Ad7 14.206 2b8! 
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Position after: 14... 2b8! 
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15.2xd7+ 2xd7 16.0f5 2xf5 17.exf5 Ac7 18.We2 Be7 19.2e3 Wf6 20.0-0 0-0 
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Position after: 20...0-OT 


White is able to castle, but his a2- and f5-pawns are weak and Black undoubtedly has the initiative. 


( b) 7.2d2 b4 8.2 a3 d6 9.-- & 9.Ae2 ] 
1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.f3!? axb5 6.e4 Wa5S+! 7.2d2! 


The strongest move and more commonly played than other moves. 
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Position after: 7.2d2! 

7...b4! 

Capturing space is the best solution. Furthermore, Black’s plans will include ...d6 and ...e6. 
8.4)a3! 


A very logical continuation and almost universally played, since it is impossible to take the knight 
due to the loss of the queen. The white knight can go to the blockade square c4. 


8.c4 Szekeres, T (2220) — Gyorkos, L (2435) Szekszard 1993. Now it is good for Black to play as 
follows. 8...2a6!N. 9.2xa6 Wxa6 10.He2 e6 11.0-0 Se7 12.214 exd5 13.exd5 
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Position after: 13.exd5 


13...0-0 14.2e1 Se8 15.293 Sf8 16.2e5 h5! 17.Af1 g6 White has two main problems — the weakness 
of the d5-pawn and the deficit in development. He needs to introduce the b1-knight into play. 18.2h1 
&xd5! 19.W4xd5 d6 20.Abd2 Bxe5 21.8xe5 dxe5 


Position after: 21...dxe5 


22.Wixe5 This natural move can be met with the following. 22...Ac6! 23.W%d5 2¢7—+ It is difficult for 
White to keep his weak b2- and a2-pawns and the b4-pawn may become a dangerous passed pawn in 
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Position after: 8...d6 


9.2\e2!? 


The idea behind this move is to move the knight along the route Ag3, @f4 or even @b3 
A) 9.2b5+ @fd7!N 10.We2 2a6 11.2xa6 Yxa6 12.065 Wb7 13.a4 26 14.63 297 15.2b1 Aaé! 
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Position after: 15...0a6! 


In order to exchange the active b5-knight. 16.f4 Ac7 17.Axc7+ Wxc7 18.3 0-0 19.0-0 Yb7 20.h3 
Wa6F Black’s position is somewhat better because at some point, he can play on the queenside with 
..c4, and even more likely, hit the center with ...f5 where the d5-pawn can become a weakness. 


B) 9.Ab5 g6 10.2c4 Abd7 11.a4 2g7 12.b3 0-0 13.Bc1 Ab6 14.2d3 Afd7 
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Position after: 14... Afd7 


B1) 15.He2 He5 16.2b1 2a6 White must give up a pawn, since the natural 17.@c7 is met with 
17...Axa4!. 18.Axa8 Ab2 19.Wc2 Abd3+ 20.Hf1 Bxa8 21.Bd1 c4! 22.bxc4 We5 23.Bel &xc4—+ 
The idea is 4a2. All of Black’s pieces are active; White lacks harmony, and he cannot hold this 
position. 


B2) 15.f4 2a6 16.We2 Jankovics, I (2020) — Medic, M (2285) Zalakaros 1994. 16...Axa4!N It is 
now very strong to play this move in this position. 17.bxa4 Wxa4 18.0f3 Bfb8 
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Position after: 18...&fb8 


It turns out that the b5-knight does not have much support and is in trouble. 19.@\c7 &xd3 20.W/xd3 
Ha7 21.Ae6 fxe6 22.dxe6 Af8 23.0-0 b3—+ Black has an extra pawn and moreover, his b3-pawn is 
a very strong passed pawn. Black has a won position. 


9...26 10.Ac4 Wa7 


In the position that has arisen, White must decide where to place the king’s knight in order to develop 
the flank. 
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Position after: 10...{a7 
11.a4 


Now the a-pawn is no longer backward, and there may be the idea of a4-a5 and then “c4-b6. 
A) 11.4cl 2g7 12.a3 See the line with 11.a3. 


B) 11.a3!? The most logical alternative. 11...2g¢7 12.4c1 0-0 13.4b3 bxa3 14.&xa3 Gustafsson, J 
(2355) — Lindinger, M (2145) Pinneberg 1997. 
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Position after: 14. &xa3 


Various moves are possible in this position, but I like the following line most. 14...Aa6!N. 15.2e2 
WYb8 16.Aba5 Ab4 17.0-0 2d7 18.2c3 2h6 19.Lh1 We7o A difficult position in which Black’s 
chances are not worse. 


C) 11.4f4 This move is possible, but it is not entirely clear what the knight is doing on f4; there are 
no further prospects for it. 11...2g7 12.2d3 Riediger, M — Votava, J (2395) Passau 1995. 
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Position after: 12.2d3 


The standard plan of exchanging the knight on f6 follows. 12...Afd7!N 13.a3 Ae5 14.Axe5 Bxe5 
15.W%b3 2d7 16.2c4 0-0 17.Wc2 Ba4 18.Wcl Bc8 19.0-0 Ad7+ White has lost nothing, but Black’s 
pieces are active. White’s pieces occupy ineffectual places. 


11...Abd7 12.b3 2g7 13.2c1 Ab6 14.Af4 


Position after: 14. Af4 
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In the position that has arisen, Black has good control over the position, as in Steinert, M (2216) — 
Mahn, F (2116) Berlin 2001. Now the following move is good. 


14...Afd7!N 


The g7-bishop is now working at full power, and Black is ready to move the knight to e5, putting 
even more pressure on the c4-square, with the idea of c5-c4 in the air. 


15.Axb6 Axb6 
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Position after: 15... Axb6 
16.h4!? 


More specific and useful. 


16.2d3 2a6 17.0-0 [17.We2 c4! This is very strong. 18.bxc4 “@\xa4—+ The knight climbs to c3 with 
further domination along the dark squares.] 17...0-0 18.@h1 &fc8 19.2xa6 
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Position after: 19.2xa6 


In fact, White’s 16th move turns out to be a waste of time, since it was first brought to d3 before 
hitting a6. 19...%xa6 20.Wc2 c4! 21.2xb4 Bab8 22.2d2 cxb3 23.Wixb3 Ac4 24.d3 Wxa4Ft In view 
of the activity of the black pieces and the fact that the kingside is not much weakened by the move f2- 
f3, the position can be assessed as better for Black. 


16...0-0 17.h5 g5! 18.h6! 


18.4\d3 h6 19.f4 £5! 20.exf5 &xf5 21.fxg5 2d4! 22.exh6 e5 The e2-pawn threatens to go beyond e4 
and e3. 23.dxe6 If this is played, it simply connects the rook to the attack and leads to a decisive 
assault on the white king. 23...2ae8—+ 


18...2b2! 19.2b1 Be5 20.Ad3 2g3+ 21.02 


It would seem that there are no threats against White, but this is an illusion. A bolt out of the blue 
follows. 
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Position after: 21.0 f2 
21...Axa4!! 22.Wel 


22.bxa4 Black’s idea is revealed by the next move. 22...c4! Mate with ...W/f2 is threatened! Therefore, 
there is only one defense. 23.W/e2 c3 24.2xg5 Wxa4—+ White is in a lost position, since he is tied 
hand-and-foot on the kingside (the g3-bishop is very strong) and the queenside pawns are a massive 
danger. 


22...Ab6 23.2xb4 


23.2x95 Wa2 24.2e2 £6 25.2e3 2e5 26.2d3 £5! 27.0-0 f4 28.2d2 Bf6—+ The h6-pawn falls and any 
endgame will favor Black. 


23...f6 24.2.c3 cA! 


Threatening ...@\xd5 or ...Aa4, with the mating threat on f2. 
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Position after: 24...c4! 
25.2d4 
25.bxc4? “\a4!—+ White cannot defend the bishop on c3 and the knight on f2 at the same time. 


25...cxb3 26.2xb3 Wa5+ 27.Wc3 Wxc3+ 28.2xc3 Balt 29.hd2 &f4+ 30.hc2 2d7 31.2xb6 Bb8 
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Position after: 31...2b8 
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32.2.4 
32.2d4? Belt 33.03 2b5+ 34.8c4 &xc4# This is checkmate! 
32...2&xh1 33.Axh1 2xb6 34.8a3 Bb7 35.Af2 He7t 


Black has a serious initiative in the endgame, thanks to the advantage of the two bishops. White also 
has a weak h6-pawn and there is a good chance that it will be eliminated in the future. 


( c) 7.2d2 b4 8.2a3 d6 9.Ac4 Wd8 10.-- ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.f3!? axb5 6.e4 Wa5+! 7.2d2! b4! 8.Aa3! d6 9.Ac4! 
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Position after: 9.@c4! 


The most natural move. Attacking the queen and occupying the blockading c4-square, White has 
more control; other continuations are worse. 


9...Wd8! 


The most accurate move. 


9...4%c7 The following variation illustrates well why it is necessary to retreat precisely to d8. 10.a3 e6 
11.dxe6 &xe6 Now there is a precise move. 12.2f4!+ White has an unpleasant pressure on the d6- 
pawn, giving him an advantage. However, if the queen had stopped on d8 instead, it would have been 
possible to play 12...d5, as we will see later. 
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Position after: 9...¥48d8! 
10.2¢5 


An interesting move; on occasion, White can consider the possibility of destroying the knight on f6. 


A) 10.a4 The idea behind the move is to create a passed a-pawn and get rid of the backward a2- 
pawn. But nevertheless, Black can fight for the initiative as follows. 10...¢6 11.2d3 297 12.de2 
Villegas, P (2323) — Claesen, P (2319) Montreal 2015. 
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Position after: 12. e2 
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Now it’s natural to play as follows. 12...0-ON 13.0-0 Afd7 14.2g5 De5! 15.Axe5 2xe5 16.2b1 Wb6 
17.fh1. [17.2xe7?? c4+ 18.2h1 cxd3—+ White is left without material.] 17...2e8 18.b3 2a67 Black 
has the further idea of ...c4, with some initiative. 


B) 10.%e2!? This leads to dynamic play. 10...c6! 
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Position after: 10...e6! 


B1) 11.dxe6?! fxe6 12.e5 dxe5 13.Axe5 White has spoiled the pawn structure for Black, but Black 
has dynamic opportunities. 13...%d5 14.2f4 Abd7 15.Axd7 2xd7 16.b3 Ulko, J (2420) — 
Fominyh, A (2530) Nizhnij Novgorod 1998. 16...c4! This is the strongest here. 17.bxc4 Wxc4 
18.Wd2 2e7. 
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Position after: 18...8.e7 


White already has a difficult position; his difficulties are illustrated by the following variation. 
19.493 Wd5 20.Wxd5 Axd5 21.2e5 0-0 22.Ne4 “We3—+ White is far behind in development, while 
Black has already created threats, for example: @e3-c2 or b4-b3. 

B2) 11.2g5 2e7 12.e5 Conquest, S (2488) — Milu, R (2395) Bucharest 1999. The position is 
heated up to the limit; here I recommend a very strong improvement. 12...8a6!N 13.exf6 gxf6 
14.2h6 2xc4 15.0f4 &xfl 16.8xfl e5 17.0h5 2f8! 
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Position after: 17... 2,8! 


The kingside initiative needs to be neutralized. 18.2xf8 &xf8 19.!%d2 h6! Keeping the queen on 
h6. 20.4 g3 h5 21.A£5 h4 22.f4 @d7! Giving an extra pawn back, but activating his pieces as much 
as possible. 23.%)xd6 exf4! 24.Wxf4 2h5F In such a non-standard position, Black’s chances are 
somewhat preferable, since it is not easy for the white king to find a reliable shelter. 


10...26! 
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Position after: 10...g6! 
A critical position. 
11.2xf6?! 


This is not dangerous even if it damages Black’s pawn structure. 


A) 11.h4 This is more of a psychological attack than a real idea. 11...2g¢7 12.%d2 h6 13.2e3 Abd7 
14.\h3 @Ab6 15.0f4 Bevilacqua, M (2082) — Sgnaolin, D (2137) Milan 2003. 
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Position after: 15. Af4 


15...2a6!N 16.Axb6 Wxb6 17.2xa6 Wxa6 18.&f2 Ad7+ The knight moves to e5 where it will put 
pressure on the c4- and d3- squares. 

B) 11.a3!?N Clinging to the b4-pawn, White wants to start play on the queenside. 11...bxa3 12.&xa3 
Xxa3 13.bxa3 &g7 14.Wa4+ With this move, White disturbs the harmony of the black pieces. 
14...2d7 15.%b3 0-0 16.2d3 h6 17.2h4 e6! 


Vs fee fp BA 
Vi, WV: 


yrb —L 
GOOG ‘Wt 
ee 


Y 


ee: 


Position after: 17...e6! 
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Black is ready for this move. Starting a fight in the center, Black is counting on dynamic 
opportunities. 
B1) 18.Axd6?! exd5 19.exd5 Wa5+ 20.f2 2a4! 21.Ac4 Wa8 22.Wb1 [22.Ab6? &xb3] 
22...0@xd5+ White’s king does not feel safe; Black can further exert pressure with the moves £g7- 
d4 or @d5-c3. 


B2) 18.He2 g5 19.23 exd5 20.exd5 “@xd5 21.2xd6 He8 22.0-0 Re6 


8 im ht 
7 wat 

6 7/7, 
) kay 4 
i i 
3 | 

2 

be a ohn 


Position after: 22...2e6 


23.c1 [But not 23.2xc5?! due to 23...Ac3!¥ when the knight on e2 and the bishop on d3 are ina 
suspended state.] 23...d7« Black is no worse; his pieces are well-positioned and he has control 
over the d4-square. 


C) 11.2d3N 11...2g7 12.4e2 0-0 13.0-0 Abd7 14.a4 bxa3 15.Wc2 2a6 16.2xa3 
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Position after: 16.2xa3 


The standard position of the Benko Gambit has arisen, where Black plans to develop pressure on the 
b2-pawn. 16...2xc4! 17.2xc4 De5 18.2fal Bxa3 19.8xa3 Wh6F Despite the fact that White has the 
advantage of the two bishops, his position is somewhat worse, since his light-squared bishop is bad 
— most of White’s pawns are located on the light squares, so the two bishops are not dangerous here. 
At the same time, Black has a strong knight on e5 and can put pressure on the weak b2-pawn. 


11...exf6 12.a3 bxa3 13.8xa3 Bxa3 14.bxa3 Ad7 15.Wa4 Be7 
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Position after: 15...8.e7 
Black can play f6-f5 at any moment, opening the al-h8 diagonal for his bishop. 
16.Ae2 0-0 17.0 c3 £5! 18.exf5 


This was played in Meessen, R (2310) — Praet, M (2190) Antwerp 1998. Now there is a very strong 
move. 


18...2f6!N 19.24 gxf5! 
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Position after: 19...gxf5! 

20.Aexd6 

Alternatively, 20.Axf6+ “xf6—t and the white king is too weak. 
20...Ab6—+ 


The white king is stuck in the center, Black has the advantage of the two bishops, and the dark- 
squared bishop is especially strong, which controls the dark squares — these circumstances combine to 
play a role in the event of an attack on the white king. 


( d) 7.2d2 b4 8.Aa3 d6 9.Ac4 Wd8 10.203 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.f3!? axb5 6.e4 Wa5+! 7.2d2! b4! 8.Aa3! d6 9.Ac4! Wd8! 
10.2d3!? 
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Position after: 10.2d3!? 

This does not interfere with Black’s plans. The next move is strong here. 
10...e6! 

White cannot hold. 

11.dxe6 


11.Qe3 exd5 12.exd5 96 13.Ae2 297 14.0-0 0-0 15.a3 Cirovic, M (2099) — Vukcevic, N (2221) 
Niksic 2017. 
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Position after: 15.a3 


Here I propose an improvement. 15...Abd7N 16.axb4 &xal 17.W/xal cxb4+ Now the d5-pawn is 
weak. Black has ideas of W/b6 and He8. If White plays 18.2xb4?? then 18...!%b6 19.2d2 Axd5—+ and 
White loses a piece. 


11...fxe6 12.e5 dxe5 13.axe5 


Despite the fact that Black’s pawn structure is in a mess, the dynamic factors of the position 
associated with the poorly positioned white pieces favor Black. 


13...2d6 14.2b5+ Abd7 
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Position after: 14...@bd7 
15.0c4 


15.4\xd7 Exchanges do not give White any edge as can be seen in the following example. 15...&xd7 
16.2xd7+ Wxd7 17.He2 0-0 18.0-0 2e5 19.Wc2 Bfd8 20.2¢5 Wd3 21.Wxd3 &xd3—+ The a2- and b2- 
pawns are weak. White has a difficult position. 


15...2¢7 16.Ah3 


16.W%e2!? The ideas of the variation are revealed by the next interesting line. 16...0-0! 17.Wxe6+ @h8 
18.4\d6 White has dangerous threats and has already won a pawn, but now Black has a very strong 
move. 18...c4!! 
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B) 19.2xc4 This can be met by a strong move. 19...Ae5! 20.Wxe5 2xd6 21.We5 Ba5! 22.Wh4 Eh! 


23.Wf2 “e4—t Black has the more powerful initiative. White is far behind in development. 


A) 19.2xb4 Ac5! 20.Af7+ Bxf7 21.Yxf7 Ad3+ 22.ef1 Axb4 23.Wxc4 Afd5—+ Black has very 
C) 19.Af7+ Bxf7 20.Wxf7 AeS—+ White’s queen is caught in a trap. 


active pieces and the white king suffers. 


Position after: 18...c4!! 
16...0-0 17.0-0 2b8! 


Position after: 17...2b8! 


A precise move that disturbs the harmony of the structure of the pieces on the c4- and b6-squares. 
Now the strongest continuation is as follows. 


18.2xd7! 


A) 18.a4?! bxa3 19.Axa3 Ad5 20.Wce2 Be5 Black has perfectly centralized pieces. 21.2h1 2d4 
22.4\g5 “7f6 23.Bfel e5+ Speck, S (1872)-Rook, D (2151) GER email 2013. 
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Position after: 23...e5+ 


The powerful bishop on d4 and the knight on d5 perfectly control the center and its adjacent squares. 


B) 18.2a4?! 2a6 19.2b3 Ab6 20.Axb6 Bxb6 21.8f2 c4 22.2c2 Wb8t Black exerts unpleasant 
pressure. 


18...2xd7 19.24 
Now it’s important to play the following move. 


19...e5! 
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Position after: 19...e5! 
20.2xe5 


20.Axe5? &xh3! 21.gxh3 Wxd1 22.Bfxd1 Ah5 23.8d7 Bbc8 24.Ac6 &xf4 25.Ae7+ Lh8 26.Axc8 
&xc8—+ Black has a decisive advantage. 


20...2xe5 21.Axe5 &xh3 22.¢xh3 Ad5 23.2h1 Yd6 24.Ac4 Wd7 25.4%b3 Bbd8= 
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Position after: 25...&bd8= 
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The position is approximately equal. The extra pawn does not play any role, since the kingside is 


destroyed and the h-pawns are doubled, as in Tepper, H — Vandermeulen, B (2274) ICCF corr 1998. 


( e) 7.2d2 b4 8.Aa3 d6 9.Ac4 Wd8 10.23 e6 11.axb4 


— 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.f3!? axb5 6.e4 Wa5+! 7.2d2! b4! 8.2a3! d6 9.Ac4! Was! 
10.a3! 
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Position after: 10.a3! 


10...e6! 


A precise move. Black strikes in the center, betting on active play. A key position has arisen for the 
whole variation. Consider what happens in the case of exchanges after the following moves. 


11.axb4!? Bxal 12.W/xal exd5 
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Position after: 12...exd5 


13.exd5!? 


13.W/a7?! This only promotes Black’s development, Pinho, P (2206) — Conceicao, P (2082) Odivelas 


2001. It is natural now to play as follows. 13...Ac6!N 14.4%/b6 @xb4 15.2xb4 cxb4 16.exd5 2e7 
17.Wxd8+ &xd8 
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Position after: 17...&xd8 
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The exchange of queens has given nothing to White, while Black has the advantage of the two 
bishops in an open position. 18.8e3 Ad7! 19.265 Abé6 Here it becomes clear that the d5-pawn needs 
to be protected. 20.Ae2 2d7 21.2d3 [21.2xd7 &xd7 22.chd2 Ha8 23.2d3 26 24.2b1 Ba5+ White’s 
d5- and b2-pawns are weak and White can only hope for a draw.] 21...2f6+ Black’s position is much 
better and he is playing for a win. 


13...Axd5 14.%a8! 


This active move is the strongest continuation. 


14.bxc5!? dxc5 15.Wa4+ 2d7 16.W%b3 Ac6 17.Ae5 Kaposztas, M (2273) — Van den Brande, W 
(2241) Budapest 2001. Now I like the following move. 17...Axe5!N 18.W4xd5 Wh4+! 19.¢3 Wd4 
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Position after: 19...Wid4 


20.Wia8+! [20.Wixd4? The exchange of queens does not make White’s position easier. 20...cxd4 21.b4 
Ge7 It is very difficult for White to develop his kingside. 22.h3 2c6 23.%f2 0-0 24.24 f6 25.Ae2 d3 
26.Ad4 2d5 27.Af5 &xb4—+ White’s position is hopeless.] 20...2e7 21.%/b7 g6 22.f4 2h6! 23.0f3 
Eb8!! A nice move. 
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Position after: 23...2b8!! 

24.4xd4 [24.Wxb8? Axf3+ 25.he2 Wxd2+ 26.2xf3 2c6+ 27.624 Wd1+ Black mates in two.] 
24...2xb7 25.fxe5 &xd2+ 26.2xd2 cxd4 27.8c4 BExb2+ 28.6d3 2e6 29.2xe6 &xe6 30.&xd4 Be2F 
White must lose a pawn, and his defense is not easy as his king is cut off from the kingside pawns. 


14...2e6 15.bxc5 dxc5 16.205 Wc8 
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Position after: 16...¥8c8 
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17.4e5?! 


White is lagging behind in development and he continues to play with the already-developed pieces. 


17.Ae2!N 17...2e7 18.Ac3 Axc3 19.8xc3 0-0 20.2f2 We7 21.We4 Ad7 22.8e2 &f6= White has 
almost completed the development of the kingside and the position is approximately equal. 


17...206 18.2b5+ &e7 
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Position after: 18...&e7 
A funny and messy position has appeared on the board and it definitely deserves a diagram. 
19.Wa7+ 


This seems to be an interesting practical move, and was played in Kisic, B (2215) — Kasparov, S 
(2470) Paracin 2016. Here I recommend an improvement for Black. 


19.Ac4 Ad7 20.Wxc8 Bxc8 
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Position after: 20...2xc8& 


21.Ae2 Simula, L — Gudbrandsen, G (2293) Oslo 2002. [21.Axd6?! &xd6 22.8xd7 &2xd7 23.Ae2 
"b8 24.0-0 &xb2—+ Black has excellent chances to convert the extra passed c5-pawn.] 21...Ae5 
22.Axd6 &xd6 23.f4 Ag4 24.2c3 Ha8 25.0-0 Bb8 26.2d3 Axc3 27.bxc3 Af 28.2d1 Hb2F White 
has not lost material, but Black’s pieces are somewhat more active than White’s; the b2-rook is 
especially active and Black’s king is also more active than its counterpart. 


19...Ac7!N 20.2c3 Bd8 21.Ac4 2xc4! 


ee: 
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Position after: 21...2xc4! 

White’s knight is too active, it needs to be eliminated. 

22.2xc4 Ac6 23.Wal DeSt 

White has problems developing the kingside; Black has a pleasant initiative. 


( f) 7.2d2 b4 8.4a3 d6 9.2c4 Wd8 10.a3 e6 11.0e3 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.f3!? axb5 6.e4 Wa5+! 7.2d2! b4! 8.Aa3! d6 9.Ac4! Wd8! 
10.a3! e6! 11.4€3!? 
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Position after: 11.e3!? 


With this move, White strengthens the d5-pawn and is ready to give the bishop check on b5 if the 
occasion arises. 


11.dxe6 This is considered in the following subchapter. 

11...exd5! 

Creating a weak d5-pawn for White. 

12.exd5 g6! 

The optimal position of the dark-squared bishop would not be on the al-h8 diagonal, although here it 


would exert a lot of pressure. Instead, it would be even stronger on the cl-h6 diagonal. 
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13.2b5+ 


13.axb4N 13...2xal 14.%xal 2h6! 15.bxc5 0-0! 
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Position after: 15...0-0! 


Aiming for the quickest development of his pieces. Black is about to create pressure along the e-file. 
16.2c4 Se8 17.Wcl Abd7! 18.He2 [18.c6? AeS 19.2e2 AxdS5! 20.Axd5 Ad3+—+ White loses his 
queen.] 18...@xc5 19.d1 2xd2+ 20.Wxd2 Wb6 21.Adc3 &£5F It is not easy for White to develop his 
kingside. 


13...2d7 14.2¢4 


By the pendulum move of the bishop, first to b5 and then to c4, White has managed to place Black’s 
bishop on the passive d7-square. 


14...bxa3!? 15.8xa3 8xa3 16.bxa3 2h6 17.e2 0-0 
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Position after: 17...0-0 


18.%f2?! 


This seems to be a completely natural move but it turns out to be a serious inaccuracy. 


18.0-0!? We8 19.Ac2 2xd2 20.Wxd2 Ba4 21.0e3 Wed 22.Ac3 Wd4! 


a 


Position after: 22...Wid4! 


23.Wixd4 cxd4 24.4)xa4 dxe3 25.8e1 Abd7 26.2xe3 Ba8 27.Ab2 White has won a pawn, but he 
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cannot keep it. 27...Ae5 28.2b3 &c8! 29.2b4 Ha8 30.a4 Axc4 31.8xc4 “xd5= The a4- and d6-pawns 
are mutually destroyed and there is simply nothing to fight on with. 


18...2c8! 
Now Black’s plan is to put pressure on the d5-pawn. 


19.2b5 
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Position after: 19.&,b5 
This was seen in Makarov, A — Muravyev, S Russia 1994. Here I suggest an improvement. 
19...Aa6!N 20.8e1 “c7 
White has big problems with the d5- pawn. 
21.Ac3 Axb5 22.Axb5 Re8 23.Ac4 2f8 24.8xe8 Axe8F 


In the position that has arisen, Black’s chances are slightly better due to the weakness of the d5- and 
a3-pawns. Black has the advantage of the two bishops, although he also has a weakness on d6. 
Black’s play continues without risk. 


_g) 7.2.2 b4 8.Aa3 d6 9.Ac4 Wd8 10.a3 e6 11.dxe6 2xe6 12.0e3 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.f3 axb5 6.e4 Wa5+! 7.2d2 b4 8.2 a3! d6 9.Ac4 Wd8! 10.a3 
e6! 11.dxe6!? 
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Position after: 11.dxe6!? 


The most common move. This is the choice of Gelfand, Nizhnik, Sokolov, and Gurevich. This 
continuation is also recommended by Lars Schandorff in his book Playing I.d4: The Indian Defences. 
White can now get an extra pawn, and a sharp game begins. 


11...2xe6 


Black’s plan now includes d6-d5, opening the position and activating his bishops even more. The 
next move deserves attention. 


12.4e3!? 
Usually the idea of this move is to give the bishop check on b5. 
12...d5! 


Now White has two interesting possibilities at his disposal. 
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Position after: 12...d5! 
13.exd5 


Eliminating Black’s central pawn. 


A) 13.2b65+ 2d7 14.2xd7+ Abxd7! This move was recommended by Schandorff. 15.exd5 2e7 
White has won the pawn, but it will be difficult for him to keep it as the d5-pawn is very weak. 
16.He2 0-0 17.0-0 Ab6 
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Position after: 17...0b6 
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Schandorff writes in his book here: “...when he will regain the pawn with equality”. I agree with his 
assessment, but we will continue the variation further. 18.Af5 Afxd5 19.axb4 Exal 20.W/xal cxb4 
21.8d1?! This natural move is actually an imprecision. [21.Wa5! h6 22.0f4 2f6 23.2xb4 Axb4 
24.Wixb4 Ad5 


tia Fe 


Position after: 24...0d5 


25.Axd5 Wxd5 26.Ae7+ &xe7 27.Wxe7 Wd4+ 28.2h1 Yxb2= The position is absolutely equal.] 
21...8c5+ 22.@h1 /f6F Mabusela, J (2260) — Kayonde, A (2394) Livingstone 2018. Black’s 
position is slightly better due to his more active pieces. 


B) 13.e5!? Here I recommend choosing the following novelty. 13...fd7!N 
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Position after: 13...@fd7!N 


B1) 14.axb4?! &xal 15.W/xal cxb4 The c5-square is freed for the bishop; from there it will put 
pressure on the kingside. 16.f4 2c5! 


B1.1) 17.£5? Now it’s a mistake to trap the bishop. 17...d4! 18.fxe6 dxe3 19.exd7+ Axd7 
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Position after: 19...xd7 


White has won a piece, but he lags behind in development, while Black has an advantage in 
development and the strong e3-pawn gives more than sufficient compensation. 20.2.cl Wh4+ 
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21.2d1 Wd4+ 22.¥e1 b3! This creates even more problems for White due to the threat of &c5- 
b4. Good advice is scarce for White — as the following example shows. 23.W/a8+ This loses. 
23...2e7 24.Wxh8 2b4+ 25.he2 Wo4+ 26.013 Axe5+ 27.xe3 Bc5+ 28.ced2 We2+ 29.hel 
Qf2#H 


B1.2) 17.A0f3 Wb6 18.Wcl g6 19.2d3 Ac6 20.0-0 0-0 
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Position after: 20...0-0 


Black’s position is preferable, since the bishop on c5 connects the knight on e3 and the king on 
gl. 21.&h1 Aa5!F The knight tends to b3, and Black can at least gain the advantage of the two 
bishops. If 22.22?! d4 23.Ad1 2c4 24.%el b5+ White has retained the bishops, but the 
dominance of the black pieces has increased and their position is clearly better. 


B2) 14.f4! d4 15.Ac4 2e7 16.2d3 0-0 17.4£3 The previous moves were very logical; now Black 
has two roughly equal options and the reader can choose according to preference. 
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Position after: 17. Af3 


17...0b6!? 18.Axb6 Wxb6 19.f5 2d5 20.f6! White urgently needs to create counterplay on the 
kingside, otherwise Black will set in motion his pawns in the center. 20...2xf6! 21.4%/b1 A reliable 
continuation. [21.exf6 Be8+ 22.f2 c4oo Black is not worse because of the powerful d4- and c4- 
pawns, but White has to worry about this position.] 21...2xe5 
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Position after: 21... &xe5 


This sequence almost forces a draw. 22.0-0 Ad7 23.AxeS AxeS 24.2xh7+ Lh8 25.25 Web! 
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26.2h5 Wed 27.296+ &g8 28.2h7+ Lh8 29.296+ &e8= A perpetual check ensues. 


13...Axd5 14.2b5+ 2d7 
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Position after: 14...2d7 
White has two logical possibilities in this position. 
15.2xd7+!? 


15.Axd5!? 2xb5 16.225! White needs to look for dynamic solutions, otherwise if he is static, he will 
be clearly worse in view of the fact that Black has the advantage of the two bishops. 16...!%d7 [But 
not 16...W%xg5? due to 17.Ac7+ ®e7 18.Axb5+ when the black king is in great danger.] 17.2f2 
Pilgaard, K (2400) — Matthiesen, M (2260) Denmark 2015. Now we go according to the option that is 
proffered by Schandorff. 17...f6!N 
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Position after: 17...f6!N 


A) 18.4h3!? White does not stop in the face of sacrifices — his idea is to connect the h1-rook to the 
attack. 18...fxg5 19.Bel+ &f7 20.Axg5+ Yg8 21.Ae7+ &xe7 22.8xe7 Wxe7 23.Wd5+ &f£8 
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Position after: 23...©f8 


Black has a colossal amount of material, but the unfortunate position of his king, with correct play 
by White, does not give him reason to play for a win. 24.Ae6+!? [24.2192 Wd7! 25.Wxc5+ &e8—+ 
There is nothing threatening the black king; 24.Wf5+ Another path leading to perpetual check; 
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24...g8 25.Wd5+ &f8 26.W£5+ &g8= Black cannot avoid perpetual check.] 24...2f7 25.Af4+ &f8 
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Position after: 25...©f8 


26.He1? White cannot play to win after this move due to the following line. [26.@\e6+= White gives 
a perpetual check.] 26...2c6! 27.W£5+ Wf6 28.Wxc5+ Ye8 29.Ad5 Wh4+ 30.ef1 2a7! Connecting 
the rook to the defense. 31.%xa7 2b5+—+ White comes under attack and has to part with material to 
avoid being mated. 


B) 18.2£4!? Schandorff considers only this move in his book. 18...&f7 19.Ac7 2a5 20.Axb5 W/xd1 
21.&xd1 &xb5 
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Position after: 21...2&xb5 


In this position, Schandorff stops his analysis, but I continue a little further. 


B1) 22.2d8?! Tempting, however after 22...c4! with the idea of ...2c5+, White has difficulties. 
23.23 bxa3 24.bxa3 Ac6 25.8c8 AeS 26.Hh3 Ad3+ 27.e2 Hb2+ 28.2d2 
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Position after: 28. 2d2 


It would seem that White is holding on, but there is a powerful move next. 28...2b4!! 29.8xh8 
2xd2¥ With Black’s powerful initiative, it is very difficult for White to defend such a position 
since his king is in an unsafe zone and the far-advanced passed c-pawn poses a great danger. 


B2) 22.4e2!? Black has many good moves. I will only give you one here. 22...2e7 23.2d6 He8 
24.2xe7 Sxe7 25.a4 Ha5 26.2d5 He5= Black has no problem. 


C) 18.2xf6 &f7 19.225 h6 20.24 bxa3 21.Exa3 Exa3 22.bxa3 Ac6 23.Ah3 c4!& Black has 
excellent compensation for the pawn. Playing with Black is even more pleasant in a practical game 
— he has two powerful bishops and a passed c4-pawn. 


15...Wxd7 
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Position after: 15...Wixd7 
16.Axd5 


16.Wc2 Be7 17.Ae2 0-0 18.0-0 Tishin, P (2498) — Afromeev, V (2452) Donskoj 2002. 18...2\c6!N 
Now it is natural to play this. 19.4 £5 Wxf5 20.Axf5 2f6F Black has better play due to the weakness 
of the b2-pawn. 


16... xd5 17.Hh3! 


White maintains equality with this move. 


17.4e2 This natural move is worse because of the following line. 17...2e7 18.0-0 0-0 19.24 We6 
20.4e1 Pilgaard, K (2384) — Rodriguez Guerrero, E (2432) Granada 2014. 
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Position after: 20. el 


Now it’s very natural again to play the following. 20...2d8!N 21.Wcl Wb6! 22.axb4 &xal 23.Wxal 
exb4+ 24.8h1 Ac6F Black’s position is more pleasant with a little more control over the position. 
Black would like to play 2e7-f6 next with pressure on the b2-pawn. 


17...2e7 18.0-0 


Position after: 18.0-0 
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This was seen in Rogozenco, D (2405) — Wang, Z (2505) Moscow 1994 and here I like the following 
active sequence. 


18...%d4+! 19.0f2 Ac6 20.%c2 0-0 21.axb4 Bxal 22.8xal Axb4= 


Black’s position is active because of his pieces: the queen on d4 and the knight on b4, but White’s 
position is stable and does not tip the equilibrium. 


h) 7.2.d2 b4 8.0a3 d6 9.Ac4 Wd8 10.23 e6 11.dxe6 2xe6 12.axb4 Bxal 13.8xal d5 14.exd5 
A\xd5 15.-- 


*e 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.f3 axb5 6.e4 Wa5+! 7.2d2 b4 8.Aa3! d6 9.Ac4 Wd8! 10.a3 
e6! 11.dxe6!? 2xe6 12.axb4! 


The most fundamental continuation. However, in practice, there are other moves. 
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Position after: 12.axb4! 


12...8xal 13.Wxal d5! 
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Position after: 13...d5! 


Black is not worried about the material situation; plans here include quick mobilization and further 
active positioning of the pieces. 


14.exd5 


The natural continuation. The e4-pawn is under attack, so the release of tension on the center is 
logical, but White also has alternatives at his disposal. 

14.2e5!? dxe4 15.2b5+ Afd7! Black must be careful. [15...Abd7? 16.Wa6! 2e7 17.Ac6 Wb6 
18.Wc8+ 2d8 19.bxc5 Yc7 20.W4xc7 &xc7 21.b4+— White has an overwhelming position.] 16.Wa8 
cxb4 17.W%/xe4 Hybl, V (2240) — Svoboda, F (2420) Czechia 2001. 
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Position after: 17.xe4 


17...8%a5!N This is logical here. 18.Axd7 Axd7 19.Wc6 Be7 20.Wc8+ 2d8 21.Wic5 Wal+ 22.ve2 Be7 
23.Wic8+ 2d8 24.M%c5 Be7= A repetition of position and draw ensues. 


14...Axd5 
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Position after: 14...0xd5 


15.4e5!? 
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The main move 15.“/a4+ is analyzed in the next subchapter. 


A) 15.b5!? &e7! Black simply wants to evacuate his king from the center, a move that Schandorff 
does not consider in his book. 16.Wa5 Wd7!? 17.f4 Ab4 18.4 f3 Pankiewicz, T (2067)-Rook, D 
(2264) LSS email 2013. 


Position after: 18. Af3 


Now I like the following line. 18...Ad3+!N 19.2xd3 Wxd3 20.Ha3 2f6 21.2cl We4+ 22.%f2 0-0 
23.2d1 h6 24.h3 2b3 25.Wel Wb7a Black has excellent compensation for the pawn, due to the 
advantage of the two bishops, and White’s extra pawn is not felt at all, especially since it is doubled 


along the b-file. 


B) 15.%4a5!? Axb4 16.W%xd8+ &xd8 17.24?! Pesorda, I — Timmermans, I (2225) Graz 1997. 
[17.Ah3! This is the correct way. 17...2xh3 18.¢xh3 2e7 19.Ae5 BF8 20.Lf2 A8c6 21.Axc6+ 
4\xc6= White’s two bishops compensate for the destroyed pawn structure on the kingside.] 17...2e7 
18.Ah3 2h4+ 19.d1 2d5F In view of his more active pieces, Black is slightly better. 


15...2d6 16.2b5+ 
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This was the idea of White’s 15th move. 


16...%e7 


White has different ideas in this position. 
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Position after: 16...2e7 
17.Ac4 


A) 17.£4!2N It is not a bad decision to strengthen the knight on eS. 17...cxb4 18.%a7+ Wc7 
19.Wxc7+ Axc7 20.2e2 Ad5 21.Agf3 £6 22.Ad3 Ac6 23.Lf2 &c7= The bishop is transferred to b6 
from where it will exert serious pressure. Black’s position is not worse. 


B) 17.%a7+N As usual in such positions, the exchange of queens suits Black. 17...%c7! 18.4xc7+ 
Axc7 19.0c6+ Axc6 20.2xc6 cxb4 21.Ae2 2c5?t Black’s play is more pleasant in view of the fact 
that the white king is stuck in the center, therefore rendering it difficult to include the h1- rook in the 
game. 


17...Axb4 18.2xb4 cxb4 19.41 2c7 


This position was met in a correspondence game. 
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Corti, H (2200) — Delalleau, B (1097) IECG email 
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20.“e2?! I view this to be an inaccuracy. 20...W/d5! 21.Ac3 Wd6 22.2c4 2b6 23.4)d5+ &xd5 


24.Wigs+ W6 25.Wxf6t+ &xf6 26.2xd5 Rd8 
1999. Due to the fact that the white king is stuck in the center and the h1-rook is out of play, Black’s 


position is quite promising. 
20... f8 21.4 xd8+ &xd8 22.Ae2 2f6 23.h%f2 &xc4 24.8xc4 &xb2 


Position after: 19... 2.c7 


20.Wg5+! 


Position after: 24... &xb2 
Black has won a pawn, but cannot hold on to it. 
25.8b1 2a3 26.Ad4 We7 27.Ac2 Xc8 28.2.3 Ac6 29.2e4 h5 30.2xc6 Bxc6 31.Axb4= 


There is full equality. 


i) 7.2d2 b4 8.Aa3 d6 9.Ac4 Wd8 10.a3 e6 11.dxe6 &xe6 12.axb4 Bxal 13.Wxal d5 14.exd5 
_@xd5 15.Wa4+ 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.£3 axb5 6.e4 Wa5+! 7.2d2 b4 8.Ha3! dé 9.Ac4 Wd8! 10.a3 
e6! 11.dxe6!? &xe6 12.axb4! Bxal 13.W%xal d5! 14.exd5 Axd5 15.Wa4+ 
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Position after: 15.a4+ 


With this move, White slightly improves the position of the queen. However, it is worth considering 
other alternatives that are no worse than the move in the text. 


15...Ad7 
An important critical position has arisen in which it is important for White to make a good decision. 
16.b5?! 


Creating a passed pawn on b5. Although this move occurs somewhat more often than other moves, 
nevertheless it is an imprecision. 
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A) 16.4e5?! 45b6 17.4c6 Played by the top grandmaster Boris Gelfand, in Gelfand, B (2685) — 
Hertneck, G (2615) Munich 1994. Now the best solution is as follows. 17...2e7!N 18.bxc5 &xc5 
19.b4 2e7 20.Axd7 &xd7 21.Wic2 0-0F Black has completed development, while the white kingside 
is just beginning to develop. 


B) 16.4h3!? Surprisingly, this move is the best one. White develops the knight and is ready to play 
S\e5 at some point. 16...2e7!? 
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Position after: 16...8.e7!? 


17.bxc5? [17.4 a5!? Wb8 18.A¢5 2f5 19.Ae4 &xed4 20.fxe4 Axb4 21.8e2 Ac2+ 22.Hf2 Ad4t In 
view of the powerful knight on d4 and White’s somewhat exposed king, Black has a small 
initiative.] 17...0-0 18.Af2 @xc5 19.W%c2 Wb8 20.2e2 Ab3 21.0-0 Bc8 22.d3 Bernal Moro, L 
(2390) — Komljenovic, D (2465) Cordoba 1994. Despite White’s extra pawn, his position is bad. 
22...¢5! This now leads to an advantage for Black. 
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Position after: 22...2.c5! 


White’s pieces are tied hand and foot. 23.&xh7+ @h8 24.24 Af6 25.2d3 Bxc4! 26.2xc4 Axd2 
27.Wixd2 &xf2+ 28.Wxf2 Bxc4—+ Black has an extra piece and a won position. 


C) 16.bxc5? &xc5 17.64 @5b6 18.%c6 Gregor, J (2175) — Schleich, M (2206) Bayern 2015. 
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Position after: 18.§c6 


Now the following leads to a big advantage for Black. 18...%h4+! 19.93 We7 20.2e2 0-0 21.bxc5 
Axc4 22.2f4 Axc5 23.f1 Bc8—+ The queen is unexpectedly caught. 
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16...2e7 17.0e2 


White has serious developmental problems, but he has to develop his knight this way. 


17.2d3? This move cannot be recommended due to the following. 17...0-0 18.Ae2 @b4! 19.2xb4 
cxb4 Black threatens “\c5. 20.Wc2 b3! 21.Wc3 Sh4+ 22.93 &f6—-+ Black’s “c5 is next, and 
moreover, Black has two powerful bishops. 


17...0-0 
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Position after: 17...0-0 
18.Af4? 


This is a serious mistake, as in Kravanja, G (2262) — Murray, D (2145) Graz 2020. Let’s check out 
the other possibilities. 


A) 18.W4c2? Be8 19.Ag3 Ab4 20.2xb4 cxb4 Black is ahead of White in development and besides, 
he has the advantage of the two bishops. 21.2e2 b3! 


Al) 22.Wixb3 Ab6 
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Position after: 22...0®b6 


23.He4 [23.Wc2 Axc4 24.2xc4 Bb4+ 25.Hf1 &xc4+ 26.Wxc4 Belt 27.ef2 Wb6+—+ White gets 
checkmated; 23.W4c3 &xc4 24.2xc4 &2b4+—+ The queen is lost.] 23...%c7 24.Wed2 2g5—+ Black 
has a winning position. 

A2) 22.8id3 &xc4 23.Wixc4 Wa5+ 24.cef1 Wal+ 25.chf2 Wa7+ 26.ef1 Roubalik, J (2402) — 
Georgiev, K (2593) Arad 2018. 
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Position after: 26.1 


168 


26...Wa2 27.Wcl 2a3—+ Black wins. 
B) 18.4¢3!? This is the lesser evil for White. 18...2f6 


Y “UKREG 


+ WN Ss ia oo 


YUL i Yh, ON Ye 
Y, Y, Yih, & 
abcdefgoh 
Position after: 18...2f6 


19.4a5 [If 19.2e2 then 19...2d4+ preventing White from castling.] 19...W%c7 20.Ac6 Ae5 21.Ah5 
4\xc6 22.@xf6+ Axf6 23.bxc6 We5+ 24.2e2 Wxb2+ In view of the inability to castle, White suffers 
and Black has a very pleasant initiative. 


18...2h4+!N 19.93 Axf4 20.2xf4 Wo! 


Position after: 20... 6! 

Black’s activity is growing with every move. 

21.Ad2 2d5! 22.263 

22.gxh4 4a8—+ Black wins back the bishop and White’s position is absolutely hopeless. 


22...2e8 23.2f2 Web 24.He4 WES 25.oxh4 Bxe4 26.41 Bb4—+ 
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Position after: 26...&b4—+ 


White’s position is in ruins. He has the worse pawn structure, an insecure king, and Black’s pieces 
have significant activity. Black has a decisive advantage. 


Conclusion 

We have examined the Dlugy System and we can say that this is a very dynamic choice. Complex 
positions arise in which the dynamic elements of the position play a key role. Often Black sacrifices a 
pawn in the hope of developing activity or gaining an advantage in development. There are no 
problems in this variation and it is easier for Black to play in many lines, where he has an initiative. 
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Chapter 3 
Advance Variation — 5.b6 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.b6 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 3 — Advance Variation — 5.b6 


1.d4 @f6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.b6 e6 

a) 6.e4 & 6.dxe6 

b) 6.Ac3 Axd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.W4xd5 Ac6 9.-- 

c) 6.Ac3 Axd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.Wxd5 Ac6 9.Af3 Bb8 10.Ae5 Wi6 11.Axc6 dxcé6 12.-- 

d) 6.4c3 Axd5 7.0xd5 exd5 8.W/xd5 @c6 9.AB Bb8 10.0e5 Wf 11.0xc6 dxc6 12.W/e4+ 

e) 6.Ac3 Axd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.Wxd5 Ac6 9.Af3 Bb8 10.e4 Be7 11.2c4 0-0 12.0-0 Bxb6 13.-- 

f) 6.Ac3 Axd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.Wxd5 Ac6 9.Af3 Bb8 10.e4 Be7 11.2c4 0-0 12.0-0 Bxb6 13.2d2 
g) 6.2c3 Axd5 7.0xd5 exd5 8.W/xd5 @c6 9.AB Eb8 10.e4 Be7 11.2c4 0-0 12.0-0 2xb6 13.Wh5 


( a) 6.e4 & 6.dxe6 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.b6!? 
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Position after: 5.b6!? 


The idea behind this move is that White, rejecting the pawn sacrifice, does not want to give Black an 
open a-file. Thus, the pressure on White’s queenside is noticeably reduced. This move has been used 
by various masters since the 50’s, but at the time it was only a sideline. Former world champion 
Kasparov began to play this at a high level in the early 80’s. Usually, this continuation is preferred by 
those players who like strong positional play. There are several reasons for this: firstly, White has 
more ambitious systems with which to fight for the advantage, and secondly, Black has found 
satisfactory ways that promise him a fully-fledged game. Nevertheless, this variation is very 
important for the theory of the Benko Gambit and accurate knowledge is simply necessary when 
playing as Black. 


5...e6! 


I like this particular move, as it is consistent with the positional maxim: “We must respond to active 
action on the flank with a blow to the center”. Now Black creates not only tension on the flank, but 
also in the center. Black’s main idea is to create activity despite some pawn structure disadvantages. 


6.dxe6!? 


This moves surrenders the center. 


6.e4!? Zxe4 
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Position after: 6...axe4 


A) 7.dxe6?! This is not a good idea. 7...fxe6 8.2d3 Af6 9.Af3 @c6 10.0-0 2e7 11.4c3 Bekker 
Jensen, D — Olsen, P (2240) Copenhagen 1993. 11...&%xb6 12.2f4 0-0 13.8cl Ab4 14.2b1 2b7 


White’s compensation is very questionable. Black has very active pieces. 


= 


B) 7.4c3!N This has not been seen in practice. Black’s main idea is to bring pieces into battle as 


quickly as possible. 7...Axc3 8.bxc3 Y/xb6 9.2c4! 2e7 10.43 0-0 11.0-0 
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Position after: 11.0-0 
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Black’s problem is that it is not easy for him to develop his queenside. In particular, the knight on 
b8 is ineffectual. 11...d6 12.dxe6 2xe6 13.2xe6 fxe6 14.Bel d5 15.295 Se8 16.2b1 Wd6 17.Wa4 
Wd7 18.We4 2f8 19.He5 We7 20.Wa4 


Se 


Position after: 20.%a4 


White has some initiative for the pawn; he is constantly attacking, so Black should get the pawn 
back soon. 20...2c8 21.Af3 Wd7 22.\Wxd7 “xd7 23.2xe6 Hab8= The position is approximately 
equal in a difficult ending. 


C) 7.84? Peycheva, G (2255) — De Seroux, C (2137) chess.com INT 2020. 7...Axf2!N 8.&xf2 
Wh4+ 9.¢3 Wxc4—+ Because of this beautiful combination, Black has a decisive advantage. 


6...fxe6 7.Ac3 Hxb6 
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Position after: 7...¥8xb6 
8.e4 


Now Black cannot play d7-d5 but on the other hand, the d4-square is weakened. 


8.Af3!? Ac6 9.93 d5 10.8¢2 &e7 11.0-0 0-0 12.b3 @h8!N A useful move in any case, since the king 
can be vulnerable to check on the a2-g8 diagonal. 


YL, 


Position after: 12...&2h8!N 
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13.2f4 [13.2b2!? a5! An important move, with the idea of a5-a4. 14.&c1 a4! After this move, some 
complications begin. 15.Axa4 &xa4 16.2xf6 &xa2 17.2xe7 Axe7 18.8c2 Wxb3 19.8xc5 Wxdl 
20.2xd1 2a6= The endgame is approximately equal.] 13...Wa7 14.8cl 2d7 


A) 15.8e1?! This is not good now. 15...2ad8! 16.e4 d4 17.Ha4 


'Z 
Z 
“y 
‘4, 


fe 
% 
Ye 


Lg, 


Cas “2 


Position after: 17.a4 


17...e5! This is very strong with the following idea. 18.Axe5 Axe5 19.2xe5 Ag4 20.264 25 21.21 
gxf4 22.2xg4 Now Black’s advance leads to victory. 22...d3! The ...d2 fork is threatening. 23.2xd7 
Wxd7 24.Wd2 
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Position after: 24.4d2 


24...W7h3! Black threatens ...f3. 25.@h1 f3 26.2g1 &f6—+ Black intends the further 2f6-h6 after 
which White is forced to give up the queen in order to avoid being checkmated. 


B) 15.4 a4 a5 16.2e1 @e4t Black has a small initiative. 
8...Ac6 9.Af3 
Here I recommend the following logical move. 


9...2b7!N 
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Position after: 9...8.b7!N 
From here the bishop will keep an eye on the e4-pawn. 
10.2e2 Ad4! 11.0-0 


11.e5?! @xe2 12.Wixe2 Ad5 13.0-0 Be7 14.225 &xg5 15.Axg5 “f4 16.Wd2 0-0F Black has an 
obvious initiative, with a strong knight on f4 and a powerful bishop on b7. 


11...Axe4 12.Axd4 cxd4 13.2h5+ 96 14.Axe4 Bxe4 15.213 2xf3 16.8 xf3 Bb8 17.W16 Bg800 
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Position after: 17...2g8% 


An unclear position has arisen. White has sufficient compensation for equality due to the fact that the 
black king is exposed, but Black also has some trumps: he has an extra pawn and his pieces are not 
badly positioned. For a computer, this position is equal, but for a person, the game can end with any 
of three results. 


( b) 6.Ac3 Axd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.Wixd5 Acé6 9.-- 


a 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.b6!? e6! 6.Ac3 
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Position after: 6.Ac3 
The most logical continuation. White maintains the tension on the very important d5-square. 
6...Axd5! 


With this move, Black gives White the d5-square, but he will be able to bring the knight to c6, from 
where it will put pressure on the d4- and b4-squares. 


7.4Qxd5 exd5 
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Position after: 7...exd5 
8.Wixd5 


The most natural move; however, other possibilities have been seen in this position. 


8.23!? Ac6 9.222 Flores Linan, J — Heredia Tarrats, A (2065) Barcelona 2001. 9...d4!N Now this is 
logical and is followed by an almost semi-forced line. 10.e3 Wxb6 11.He2 Bb8 12.exd4 cxd4 13.0-0 
2d6 14.2xc6 dxc6 15.Wixd4 Wxd4 16.Axd4 
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Position after: 16.@xd4 


Black should not cling to the c6-pawn, but it is easier to activate his pieces as follows. 16...0-0! 
17.Axc6 2b6 18.4)a5 &e6x Black has sufficient compensation for the pawn. He has two powerful 
bishops and pressure along the b-file. It’s not easy for White to develop his queenside without losing 
an infantryman. 


8...Ac6 


A very interesting position has arisen. White’s queen on d5 is in a formidable position, but it can 
easily get hit. Black’s plan is aimed at simple development of the pieces: ...2e7, ...0-0, ...2b8, ...2xb6 
and ...2b7. 
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Position after: 8...0c6 
9.e3!? 


The bishop on cl runs into its own pawn, but nevertheless this move is quite possible: it controls the 
d4-square and there is an idea of transferring the knight along the route Ag1-e2-c3. 
A) 9.e4!? Controlling the d5-square even more and further developing the bishop on c4 with tempo, 
and creating pressure on the f7-square. 9...2e7 10.2c4 0-0 
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Position after: 10...0-0 
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Al) 11.4£3 2b8 See the line with 9.@f3. 
A2) 11.2f47! Wxb6 12.4£3 Gusarchuk — Yarullina Smolensk 2008. 
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Position after: 12. Af3 


12...d6!N 13.Wd2 2e6 14.2d5 &xd5 15.exd5 Ad4 16.Axd4 cxd4 17.0-0 2f6 18.8acl Bfc8F The 
idea is &c5. Black’s position is slightly better due to the weak d5-pawn, and the protected passed 
pawn on d4. 


A3) 11.He2 2b7 12.W%/d1 Grooten, H (2367) — Wiersma, E (2404) Leeuwarden 2001. 


“7 


Die 
WS 
\SS 
a issiew 


S$ Ee i Si 
SS 
N 


om 


ieeerEey 


Position after: 12.Wd1 


I now recommend increasing the control over the central margins as follows. 12...2f6!N 13.0-0 
Wxb6 14.0f4 2d4 15.Ad5 Wa7 16.24 e5o0 In view of the centralized pieces, Black is not 
worse. The bishop on d4 is especially strong, looking at both flanks. 


B) 9.2.25?! A tempting but highly dubious idea of chasing material. 9...%xb6 10.We4+ 2e7 11.2xe7 
4\xe7 
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Position after: 11...@xe7 


B1) 12.0-0-0 &b8 13.%e5 Kurpiewski, S (2112) — Sawicki, W (1784) Poland 2013. 13...0-0! Now 
this natural move gives Black a very simple game. 14.e4 @c6 15.W%c3 He8 16.2d3 Ab4 17.2b1 
&xe4!—+ Now on 18.a3, a long queen check follows. 18...%h6+ White is defenseless against 
Black’s threats. 


B2) 12.¥%/xa8 d5! White has an extra rook, but his queen is out of play and will be eliminated 
shortly. 13.0-0-0 0-0 14.e3 &b7 15.Wxf8+ @xf8 16.Af3 Ac6! 17.2d3 Couche, D (2051) — 
Terrieux, K (2418) Cappelle-la — Grande 2014. 
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Position after: 17.2d3 
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17...Ab4! 18.2b1 b5 19.a3 We4+ 20.ed2 Aa2!! A very unusual move. Black’s idea is to play 
Wb3 and White will not be able to defend the b2- pawn. 21.2c2 Defending against Wb3. 21...a5! 
22.Bhel g6 23.He5 Wb5 24.2b1 2a6 25.4d3 a4—t Black has different ideas apart from this, such 
as ...c4 and ...%a5 . The position can be assessed as a decisive advantage for Black. 


C) 9.d2 White can try to plant the bishop on the al-h8 diagonal. 9...2e7 10.2c3 0-0 


Position after: 10...0-0 
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11.43 [11.c4 Wxb6 12.Af3 Ab4 13.Wd2 Borne, N (2322) — Guidarelli, L (2297) France 2001. 
13...W%g6!F This is very strong. White experiences problems with his kingside development and the 
weakness of the e4-pawn.] 11...!%xb6 12.e3 [12.Ad2 Ab4 13.2xb4 Groffen, H (2220) — Willemze, J 
(2290) Vlissingen 1998. 13...cxb4 14.4c4 Wc7 15.e3 2b7+ Black’s two bishops and the lack of 
development of the white pieces clearly indicate that White has problems.] 12...ab4! 13.Wd2 
Naundorf, M — Roehrich, S (2205) Dortmund 1998. Now my advice is: 13...a5!N. 
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Position after: 13...a5!N 


14.2e2 [14.a3 It will not be possible to dislodge the knight on b4 with this move because of the 
following strong idea. 14...2b7! 15.axb4 axb4 16.&xa8 Exa8 17.2e5 Hal+ 18.%e2 2a6+—+] 14...d6 
15.0-0 26 16.63 Ad5 17.2b2 Wb4 18.Wc2 a4t Black has a queenside initiative. 


9...2e7 


185 


Z 
Mi 
Z, 


aN of Oo ® N O 


Position after: 9...8e7 
10.2c4 


A) 10.4f3 0-0 11.2e2 Wxb6 12.0-0 Estevez, D (1880) — Stoven, G (2051) France 2001. Nowadays, 
it is standard to seize space on the queenside. 12...a5!N 13.8d1 d6 14.2d2 2e6 15.We4 a4 16.2c3 d5 
17.W/f4 a3 Black’s play seems more promising because he has good control over the center thanks 
to the d5- and c5-pawns. In future, the white a2-pawn will soon become a weakness rather than a 
strength. 


B) 10.22! The best solution in my opinion, as in Da Cruz, E (2185) — Aranha Filho, A (2299) Sao 
Paulo 2010. After this move, I propose the following idea. 10...%/xb6!N 11.2c3 2b7 12.2c4 0-0 
13.0-0 “a5! 
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Position after: 13...0a5! 


With this move, Black sacrifices a pawn but gets active piece play. 14.%xd7 Axc4 15.Wxe7 Sae8 
16.Wh4 Aed5z& It is obvious that Black has excellent compensation due to his active pieces, while 
White’s bishop has not yet developed. 


10...0-0 11.Af3 Yxb6 12.0-0 


This was played in Hambleton, A — Sjugirov, S (2279) Heraklion 2004. I now recommend an 
important improvement. 


12...Ab4!N 


With this active move, Black explodes the position. 
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Position after: 12...0b4!N 
13.Wd1 


13.%xa8? Too greedy. This does not lead to anything good. 13...2b7 14.Wxf8+ @xf8 15.a3 &xf3 
16.¢xf3 Ac2 17.8a2 d5! 18.2xd5 We6+ 19.e2h1 Wd3—+ With a beautiful geometric maneuver, Black 
attacks two pieces and there is no defense against this. 


13...d5! 14.2xd5 Axd5 15.Wixd5 2e6 16.Wd3 Wb! 


ee 


Position after: 16...W4b5! 


Black is even ready to go into the endgame without a pawn in case the queens are exchanged, because 
he will have powerful pressure on the queenside due to his two powerful bishops. 


17.Wc2 Bfb8 18.b3 a5 19.2b2 a4F 


Black has more than enough compensation for the pawn, due to the superior activity of his pieces and 
the two powerful bishops. 


( c) 6.Ac3 Axd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.4 xd5 Ac6 9.Af3 Bb8 10.Ae5 W6 11.Axc6 dxc6 12.-- 


— 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.b6!? e6! 6.Ac3 Axd5! 7.Axd5 exd5 8.Wixd5 Ac6 9.Af3 
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Position after: 9. Af3 


The idea of this move is to play Ae5 by threatening mate on f7 and to capture on c6. 
9...2b8! 


The rook leaves the queen’s x-ray and, on occasion, 1s ready to strike the pawn on b6, while the black 
queen can be transferred to the kingside. 


10.Ae5 
This is the second most popular move, but also a logical continuation. White attacks the f7-square and 


the c6-knight. 
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A) 10.2d2!? This move is usually played in order to position the bishop on c3. 10...2xb6 11.2c3 
4\b4! 12.Wd2 2b7 However, White has no control over the very important d5-square. Here Black 
can gradually seize the initiative. 13.a3 &d6! 
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Position after: 13...2d6! 


Al) 14.We3+ Se6 15.8%d2 Ad5 16.2a5 Gallagher, J (2524) — Degraeve, J (2589) Metz 2001. 
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Position after: 16. 8.a5 


16...%/b8!N The most accurate continuation. 17.e3 Af6 18.2d3 Be7 19.2f5 Hd6 20.Wc2 g6 21.2d3 
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Heo 22.0-0 0-0 23.Hacl 4c8+ After further playing d7-d5, Black’s position is somewhat better due 
to his greater control over the position. 


A2) 14.Wicl Ads 15.8e5 Mikhalevski, A (2443) — Midoux, S (2252) Andorra 2001. 


Position after: 15.2e5 
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15...Wa5+! 16.Wd2 Wxd2+ 17.0xd2 Be6 18.4c4 f5 19.0-0-0 £4 20.b3 d6 21.2b2 Af6F It is not 
easy for White to develop the fl- bishop without ruining his pawn structure. 
B) 10.225!? This leads to interesting positions. 10...f6 11.2f4 Bxb6 12.e4 2b7 13.0-0-0 Doering, T 
(2325) — Sawadkuhi, M (2230) Kecskemet 1992. 
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Position after: 13.0-0-0 


In this position, I recommend the following surprising move. 13...g5!N 14.2e3 Ab4 15.Wc4 d5 
16.exd5 &xd5 17.Exd5 [17.a3!? &xc4 18.8xd8+ &xd8 19.2xc4 Ac6o In this unclear position, 
White has compensation for the exchange, in view of the two bishops and weak pawns on c5 and a6. 
This is enough for equality, but nothing more.] 17...W/xd5 18.a3 Wxc4+ 19.2xc4 


Position after: 19.2xc4 
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19...Ac6 20.Bel 2d7 21.b4! Bb8 22.8d1+ &c7 23.bxc5= White has compensation for the exchange 
due to his two bishops and the pawn — the position can be assessed as equal. 


C) 10.g3!? Bxb6 11.2g2 2e7 12.0-0 0-0 13.8d1 Piket, J (2590) — Berg, K (2390) Leeuwarden 1993. 
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Position after: 13.&d1 
13...h6 14.23 d6 15.Wd2 2f5 16.b3 a5 17.Wel a4oo 
10... f6! 


With this move, Black defends against mate and is ready to take the risk of ruining his pawn 
structure. In exchange, he gets active piece play. 


oe ee 


Position after: 10... 46! 
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11.Axc6 


The only normal and logical continuation. Other moves are clearly worse and is essentially a waste of 
precious time. 


11.44?! @b4! 


ee 


Position after: 11...Qb4! 


A) 12.Wd2 d5 13.4e3 Crouch, C (2392) — Coffey, P (2112) Glasgow 2003. Here I recommend 
13...c4!N. 
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Position after: 13...c4!N 


14.a3 [14.0xd5? Axd5 15.Wxd5 2b4+ 16.2d2 &b7! 17.Wxc4 Bxd2+ 18.exd2 Wxb2+—+ White 
loses the rook.] 14...2xb6! 15.Axd5 Axd5 16.Wxd5 2d6 17.Wxc4 0-0 18.2e3 Bc6+ White has big 
problems because of his significant deficit in development. 

B) 12.We4+ Se7 13.Wf4 [13.Wb1 d5 14.0d2 2f5 15.e4 dxe4 16.Axe4 We6 17.13 Sxb6—+ Asefi, Z 
(2043) — Ghaem Maghami, E (2586) Esfahan 2005. White is practically paralyzed.] 13...&2xb6! 
Setting a trap. 
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Position after: 13...2xb6! 


14.)xb6? [14.Wxf6 Bxf6 15.Ne3 2b7 16.2d2 He6 17.a3 Ad5 18.4xd5 2xd5 19.e3 0-0F Black is 
slightly better due to better piece development.] 14...&%xb6 15.&%d2 Gaudron, F — Calzetta Ruiz, M 
(2157) France 1999. 15...%g6! The strongest. 16.@d1 d5 17.a3 Ac6 18.e3 0-0—+ Black does not yet 
have a direct winning path, but White’s position is practically lost — he is significantly lagging in 
development and has a weak king. Black has more than sufficient compensation for the exchange 
due to his well-mobilized and active pieces. Black should win in this position by gradually 
increasing the pressure. 


11...dxc6 


A critical position has arisen. Black’s pawn structure on the queenside is broken and weak; the a6- 
pawn and doubled c-pawns need protection, but Black is betting on the dynamic features of the 
position. Indeed, the pawns themselves put pressure on the white queenside. Black keeps an eye on 
the weak b2-pawn, and he wants to develop the kingside as quickly as possible. So far nothing is 
threatening his queenside pawns. 
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Position after: 11...dxc6 
12./f3!? 


This has been played by several grandmasters. Instead, 12.!%e4+ is the subject of the next subchapter. 
A) 12.825?! 2e7 


SS) a 


Position after: 12... 2e7 


Al) 13.Wixf6 &xf6 14.e4 Exb6 15.2b1 Be6 16.63 c4! 17.2e3 Bb4 18.Re2 a5 19.2d2 c3 20.2e3 
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Mohnblatt, D (1885) — Ravot, S (2268) Aix les Bains 2011. It is obvious that Black has made great 
progress and now the strongest is as follows. 20...2xe4! 21.2f3 Bb4 22.2xc6+ &d8 23.0-0 c2 
24.2bcl 2f5—+ Black has a decisive advantage due to the strong passed c2-pawn. 


A2) 13.W/f4 &xb6! Black has a damaged queenside pawn structure, but he has more developed and 
active pieces. 
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Position after: 13... 2xb6! 


A2.1) 14.g3! The main idea of this move is to support the queen on f4 and also to bring the 
bishop to g2 by putting pressure on the c6-pawn. 14...W/xf4 15.gxf4 2f6 16.2g¢2 Tikkanen, H 
(2435) — Bellon Lopez, J (2495) Sweden 2005. 
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Position after: 16.2¢2 


In this position, Black should have played as follows. 16...c4! 17.0-0 c5 18.8e3 &xb2 19.Sad1 
Zo6 20.Lh1 0-0 21.8xc5 Be8F Black’s position is clearly better due to his active pieces and his 
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main trump, the c4-pawn. 


A2.2) 14.W/c7? I think many chess lovers would be tempted by this active move but it seems that 
Black is losing. In fact after 14...2d8! 15.&%xc8 0-0 Black is without a piece, but White is far 
behind in development and the white queen is far from her camp. 16.3 It is best for the king to 
escape from f2. 16...2xb2! 17.2xb2 Wxb2 Threatening 2a5. Therefore, White has to play with 
the queen. 18.W%/xa6 Wxal+ 19.2f2 Kazakov, M (2456) — Rodriguez Guerrero, E (2434) Granada 


2006. 
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Position after: 19.f2 


19...Wcl! The strongest move. 20.g3 c4 21.f4 He8 22.4 xc6 We3+ 23.2e2 c3-+ White loses due 
to the strength of the passed c3-pawn. 


B) 12.8%b3!? c4! 13.Wixc4 Bxb6 14.a3 Gonzalez Berruga, A (2004) — Nicolas Zapata, I (2253) 
Linares 2013. 
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Position after: 14.a3 


Now Black should just play for compensation, and actively develop his pieces. I like the following 
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line. 14...2d6!N 15.e3 0-0 16.2d3 2e6 17.We4 We6! 18.0-0 c5a Black has excellent compensation 
for the pawn due to his better developed pieces. It is not easy for White to bring the cl-bishop out, 
which may leave the b2-pawn without protection. 


12...2e7 


Position after: 12... 2e7 
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i ; 


vA 
GG 
: 


RE enn 


“a 
Le “@ar 


Nw @ aon ot = oe 


A) 13.e4!? Bxb6 14.2c4 &b4 15.W/d3 Ferk, M (2470) — Van der Weide, K (2095) Schaan 1999. 
15...0-0! It is now natural to play this. 16.0-0 2d8 17.We2 Wd4 18.2xa6 2xa6 19.Wxa6 Wxedoo The 


position is equal. 


B) 13.Wxf6 2xf6 14.e4 Exb6 15.2b1 2e6 16.b3 c4! See the line with 12.W%g5. 


13...Wxb2 14.2c3 Wxb6 
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Position after: 14...W8xb6 
15.e4 


15.2xg7? This mistake is too greedy, as in Hillarp Persson, T (2507) — Kallio, H (2360) Stockholm 
2000. 15...f6!N 16.W%h5+ [16.2xh8 Black wins as follows. 16...%b4+ 17.2d1 Wd4+—+] 16...2d8 
17.2d1+ &c7 


Position after: 17...&c7 
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18.f3 [18.2xh8? Wa5+—+] 18...c4! Threatening ...2b4+. 19.WE7 He8 20.2xf6 Wa5+ 21.ef2 Wes 
White is doing very badly, since he is behind in development and his king is in a dangerous position, 
as can be seen in the following example. 22.Wxe8 Wxf6 23.e3 [23.Wh5 Bb5 24.Wxh7 2f5 25.Wg8 
Qc5+ 26.3 &xe3+! 
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Position after: 26...2xe3+! 


27.xe3 We5+ 28.f2 Bb2+—+ Black has an easily won position.] 23...2¢4! 24.Wxb8+ &xb8—+ 
Black is winning 


15...206 16.W%g3 2f6 17.e5 2e7 18.Wixe7 &d7! 19.4h6 
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Position after: 19.¥8h6 


This was seen in Hillarp Persson, T (2548) — Kallio, H (2452) Gothenburg 2000. In this difficult 
position, I propose the following improvement. 


19...c4IN 
The idea of this move is to activate the dark-squared bishop and to threaten £e7-b4. 
20.Wd2+ &c8 21.8e2 Bd8 22.We2 2b4 23.0-0 &xc3 24.Wxc3 Wb2 


Black has active pieces and a dangerous passed pawn on c4. Nevertheless, his king on c8 is somewhat 
unsafe. 


25.We3 Rd2 26.23 Wd4 27.Wa3 ed7 
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Position after: 27...&d7 
28.8ad1 


28.Wxa6 It is important to make the only move that holds the advantage. 28...Wc5! 29.8fd1 Bxd1+ 
30.2xd1+ &c7 31.h3 &b27 Black has the initiative. 


28...c3 29.Wxa6 “&e7 30.Wxc6 Bc8 31.8xd2 cxd2 32.Wa6 Wxe5 33.Wa3+ Wd6 34.We3 BeSt 


Despite White’s extra pawn, Black’s initiative is absolute, since he has a very strong and dangerous 
d2-pawn. 


( d) 6.Ac3 @xd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.Wxd5 Ac6 9.Af3 Bb8 10.Ae5 Wf6 11.Axc6 dxc6 12.We4+ ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.b6!? e6! 6.0c3 Axd5! 7.Axd5 exd5 8.Wxd5 Ac6 9.Af3 Bb8! 
10.Ae5 Wf! 11.Axc6 dxc6 12.We4+ 
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Position after: 12.4e4+ 


The most popular answer. From here the queen puts pressure on the c6-pawn and is ready to go to the 
kingside or to the queenside if the occasion calls. 


12...2e7 


A critical position has arisen in which White has chosen various continuations. 
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Position after: 12... 2e7 
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13.93! 


The bishop fianchetto is the most logical and natural continuation. 
A) 13.W£4 Exb6 See the line with 12.%g5 discussed in the previous subchapter. 


B) 13.e3 This continuation has the disadvantage that the cl-bishop becomes very passive. 13...2xb6 
14.2d3 [14.Wic2 Caldeira, A (2355) — Marra, E (2129) Sao Paulo 2004. Black benefits from the 
transition to the endgame, so I recommend the following line. 14...%g6! 15.Wxg6 hxg6 16.2d3 2f6 
17.2b1 2e6 18.b3 c4t Black has the initiative on the queenside.] 14...2b4! 15.W/£3 c4 16.2e4 Gazik, 
R (2155) — Zawadzka, M (2050) Sopot 1998. 
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Position after: 16. 2e4 


A critical position has arisen in which I recommend developing an offensive as follows. 16...c3!N 
17.2xc6+ &d8!! Suddenly, the king goes into the open, but nothing will threaten him. 18.2b1 2g4! 
19.Wxf6 2xf6 20.0-0 cxb2 21.2d2 Eb8—+ Black has a decisive advantage thanks to the passed b2- 
pawn. 


C) 13.2d2?! This is too risky, and Black should accept the gift. 13...4%xb2 
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Position after: 13...Wixb2 


C1) 14.861? Yxa2 15.b7 [15.€3 f5 16.2c4 Wxd2+ 17.@xd2 fxe4—+ Levin, F (2531) — Ellers, H 
(2426) Schwerin 1999.] 15...2e6 16.%xc6+ 2d7 17.W/b6 0-0 18.e3 Gokhale, C (2306) — Ghaem 
Maghami, E (2500) Dubai 2001. It is good to break the harmony of the white pieces here. 18...2.£5 
19.Bd1 224 


——— 


Position after: 19...2¢4 


20.8e2 [20.f3? This is bad in view of 20...2xf3! 21.gxf3 &h4+ 22.%e2 Wc4# and yes, it’s mate! ] 
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20...2xe2 21.xe2 We4+ 22.2e1 Wd5—+ White must lose the b7-pawn and Black has a big 
advantage that is sufficient to win. 


C2) 14.4d1 &xb6 15.e3 Hillarp Persson, T (2482) — Dunnington, A (2353) St Helier 1999. 
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Position after: 15.e3 


Now it is worth returning the queen to the base. 15...W/f6!N 16.2d3 2e6 17.2c4 2f5 18.W/£3 0-0 
19.0-0 &b2 20.2cl &b4+ White does not have sufficient compensation for the pawn. Black plays 
without risk. 
D) 13.2f4?! Bxb6 14.2e5 We6 f7-f6 This is threatening, so White has to spend time neutralizing it. 
15. Wf4 Bb4! 16.3 2f6 17. 2xf6 Wxf6 
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esult of his 13th move, White is lagging behind in development and his b2-pawn 1s very weak. 
1!? 2b5 21.Wxc6+ We7 22.Wce7+ 2d7 23. £4 Bc8F Black has a very pleasant initiative due to 
ter development and the unsafe position of White’s king.] Now I suggest the following line. 


3+ Be6 19.8 xc5 Wxb2 20.W%xc6+ Sondermann, J (2173) — Zueger, B (2415) Dresden 2007. 
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Position after: 21...&f6 


The king unexpectedly walks forward. You don’t often see this. 22.2d1 Bc8 23.We3 Bc3 24.Wd2 
Wxd2+ 25.8xd2 Ba3 26.3 Bb1+ 27.2f2 Hxa2—+ In view of the fact that White is far behind in 
development (it is difficult for him to include the hl-rook in the game) and that Black has a passed 
a6- pawn, White’s position does not hold. 


E) 13.g4 The idea behind this move is to repel the threat of 2c8-f5 and at the same time bring the 
bishop to g2. Nevertheless, in some variations Black can catch the advanced g4-pawn. 13...2xb6 
14.292 [14.95 Oganisjan, R (2279) — Pogonina, N (2462) Novokuznetsk 2007. 14...&%d4! 15.292 
Be6 16.4%xd4 cxd4 17.b3 c5¥ Black has a slightly more active position and has a slightly better 
pawn structure.] 14...2e6 15.0-0 0-0 16.h3 Scholz Solis, G (2345) — Koch, J (2490) France 1998. 
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Position after: 16.h3 


In this position, Black has an unpleasant pressure on the queenside and I propose the calm 16...h6!. 
It is useful to take control of the g5-square. 17.24 &b4 18.2e5 We5 19.We3 Wxe3 20.fxe3 225 
21.2xc6 &xe3+ 22.292 2d4F Black has a great initiative, but he is only slightly better due to his 
damaged pawn structure. 


13...2xb6 14.22 0-0 15.0-0 2e6 


Black has pressure on the queenside and White needs to decide how to activate the cl-bishop. 
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Position after: 15...2e6 
16.2.f4! 


By activating the bishop and at some point, getting ready to play 2f4-e5, it is easy to make sure that 
the b2-pawn cannot be captured. White has also tried other moves here. 
A) 16.Wc2 h6 17.2d1 c4 18.8b1 &c5 19.e4? This move looks logical, but in fact it is a serious 


mistake. [19.8f1!? Re8 20.2d2 2d4 21.2c3 Heb8t Nevertheless, Black has some initiative and it is 
Black who dictates his conditions.] 19...c3! 
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Position after: 19...c3! 


20.b3 Wxf2+ 21.Wixf2 &xf2+ 22.exf2 c2—+ Markus, R (2436) — Lazarev, V (2493) Budapest 2000. 
Black gains a rook back, so he will keep a safe extra exchange, and has a winning endgame. 


B) 16.8d1!? This move is not bad at all, as in Lalic, B (2515) — Cramling, P (2530) Manila 1992. 
16...c4!N I recommend playing this with the idea of ...&c5 or in some cases, c6-c5 removing the 
pawn from the pressure. 17.2e3 c5 18.2f4 Wg6 19.We3 Bxb2 20.2e4 Wed 21.213 We6 22.2e4 We 
23.213 Wg6= A repetition of moves follows. 


16...2b4!? 
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Position after: 16...2b4!? 


Breaking up the harmony of the white pieces in the center. 
17.8 xc6 


This is a fighting move. Black needs to be precise. 


17.2e5 This leads to draw. 17...Wig5 18.24 Kozlov, S (1883) — Edilsultanova, Z (1749) Anapa 2012. 
18...W47f6 19.8e5 We5= A repetition of moves follows. 


17...2xb2 18.Wxa6 2¢4 19.Wa7 Bxe2 20.8fel 2d8 21.2cl Bb5 22.2e3 Bb6 23.Wa4 Bb2= 


The position is approximately equal and here the players agreed to a draw, in Kristensen, J — Fries 
Nielsen, J Denmark 1993. 
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_e) 6.Ac3 Axd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.Wixd5 Dc6 9.Af3 Bb8 10.e4 Be7 11.2c4 0-0 12.0-0 Bxb6 13.-- ; 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.b6!? e6! 6.0c3 Axd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.4xd5 Ac6 9.Af3 Zb8 
10.e4! 
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Position after: 10.e4! 


With this move, White exerts more control over the center and aims to create pressure on the f7- 
square with the help of such moves as #f1l-c4 and “f3-g5. 


10...2e7 
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Position after: 10... 2e7 
Black prepares to castle when the f7-square will be protected by the rook. 
11.2c4 


The most natural move, but in practice there have been other continuations. 


A) 11.e5!? This is pretty interesting and a forcing line. 11...Axe5 12.\Wxe5 Exb6 13.Wxg7 2f6 
14.493 We7 15.843 Bhakti, K (2208) — Pon, N (2150) Tashkent 2012. 
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Position after: 15.2d3 


Black has a broken pawn structure and a king in the center, so he needs to act decisively. 15...d5!N 
This is my suggestion. 16.0-0 2e5! Now the b6-rook can move to the kingside. 


Position after: 16...8e5! 
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Al) 17.84/63 c4 18.2e2 dxe4 19.We3 Bg600 


Position after: 19... g60 


se Ea 


Black has the opportunity to develop the initiative on the kingside. So, for example, if White plays 
carelessly with 20.2xc4??, then 20...2xh2+! 21.&xh2 W/h4+ 22.¢1 Exg2+! exposing the white 
king. 
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Position after: 22...&xg2+! 


23.hxg2 Hg8+ 24.We3 Wh3+ 25.he1 Bxg3+ 26.fxg3 Wxg3+ 27.ehl Wh4+ 28.621 Bh3—+ 
Black’s attack is decisive. 


A2) 17.2f4 226 18.2xe5 &xg3 19.2xg3 d4 20.Hacl 0-0co The position is unclear. White has 
compensation for the queen, but Black has a protected passed d4-pawn. White has the advantage of 
the two bishops, so I think there is dynamic equality. However, in practice any result is possible of 
course. 


B) 11.2d2!? The idea is to place the bishop on c3 where it will exert pressure on the kingside. 
11...W8xb6 12.8c4 [12.2c3 Ab4! 13.Wd2 We6!2 The queen is perfectly positioned on g6, and 
presses both on the kingside and on the e4-pawn.] 12...0-0 13.8c3 d6 14.0-0 8e6 15.4%d3 Abd! 
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Position after: 15...b4! 


Reshef, Y (2234) — 


16.We2 &xc4 17.4 xc4 Wb5 18.f4xb5 Bxb5 19.8fd1 Ac2 20.8acl “Ab4 


Kochan, I (2231) ICCF email 2018. Here the rivals agreed to a draw. 


11...0-0 
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Position after: 11...0-0 


12.0-0 
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12.4\g5!? The virtuoso of the combination game, Alexei Shirov, tried immediately to take on the 
position forcefully. 12...%e8 13.0-0 Shirov, A (2610) — Neverov, V (2540) Moscow 1991. Now is the 
time to improve on Black’s play, and I suggest the simple 13...d6!N. It is not entirely clear why it was 
worth playing 12.4¢5, since Black is ready to repel White’s pieces with h7-h6 and 2c8-e6. 14.2f4 h6 
15.Af3 2e6 16.4%d3 Sxb6 17.b3 Ab4 18.We2 &xc4 
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Position after: 18... 2xc4 


19.Wxc4 [19.bxc4 This is worse because of the nice continuation as follows. 19...W/a4! 20.2fd1 2e8= 
White has weak a2- and c4-pawns in the future.] 19...%b5 20.2fd1 Wxc4 21.bxc4 Be8 22.e5 dxe5 
23.2xe5 &f8= Play is roughly equal. 


12...2xb6! 


From here the rook presses along the b-file and can be transferred to the kingside to attack the white 
king. The position that has arisen is worth examining in every detail. White has many options. 


218 


ee 


Position after: 12...2xb6! 
13.8d1 


The rook is harmoniously located on the d-file. The alternatives 13.2d2 and 13.Wh5 are analyzed in 
the next subchapters. 


A) 13.63?! This cannot be a reliable development for White since his pieces will start to retreat after 
13...0a5!. 
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Position after: 13...0a5! 
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Al) 14.2f4 See the line with 11.24. 


A2) 14.4e5!? If White does not want to advance, then the following sequence may result. 14...2e6 
15.£4 We7 16.4%d3 Axc4 17.4xc4 Black has the advantage of the two bishops, his main strength. 
17...2b7 18.e5 d5! 
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Position after: 18...d5! 
19.exd6 2xd6 20.23 Hfe8 21.Bad1 Wc6+ Kamp, C (2277) — De Vreugt, D (2413) Germany 2007. 
Black is clearly better due to the strength of the two bishops. 


A3) 14.2e2 White protects the bishop from being eliminated. 14...2b7 15.W%d3 Be6 White has 
saved the two bishops, but Black has significantly activated his pieces and threatens to destroy the 
e4-pawn. 
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Position after: 15...2%e6 


16.Ad2 2f6 17.2b1 @c6 18.243 d6 19.£3? This move greatly weakens the position. [19.b4!? It is 
necessary to play this move. 19...c4! The idea of this move is to maximize the activation of the 
pieces. 20.@\xc4 “d4 21.42 d5t Thanks to active pieces, Black has a powerful initiative. ] 
19...2d4+ 20.2h1 AedS 21.8%/c2 HZh6—-+ Duric, D— Van der Erf, R Herculane 1994. Black has a 
decisive attack; his main threat is 2h2 and Wh4 with checkmate. 

B) 13.2e3 A simple bishop development is also possible. 13...d6 


B1) 14.%%/d2?! 2¢4! 15. 8e2 2f6 16.kab1 We7F Black’s pieces are somewhat more active than the 
white ones. 


B2) 14.8acl This doesn’t improve White’s position, in Rajkovic, D (2494) — Nestorovic, N (2421) 
Belgrade 2008. 14...aa5!N Now I would recommend this move. 
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Position after: 14...0a5!N 


The main thing is to knock the bishop off the active diagonal. If the bishop moves away, then the 
b2-pawn will be destroyed, so you need to play as follows. 15.63 2e6 16.4%d3 @xc4 17.bxc4 &b2. 
Black has two bishops and an active rook on b2. 

B3) 14.b3! Simply removing the pawn from under attack and reinforcing the bishop is the best and 
natural solution. However, in practice, other moves have been encountered. 14...2e6 15.%d3 
Santos Santos, P (2309) — Mellado Trivino, J (2450) Seville 2004. 
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Position after: 15.4d3 


Different moves are possible in this position, but I like the following continuation. 15...%c8!N 
16.8ab1 Bd8 17.a3 a5 18.8fd1 2f6 19.h3 h6 20.%c2 2b8= A complex but roughly equal game 
follows. 


13...d6 


Here White has a rich choice of further continuations. 
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Position after: 13...d6 
14.8h5 


A) 14.2f4!? If White tries to put pressure on the d6-pawn, as in Valgmae, T (2190) — Pogonina, N 
(2472) Caleta 2011, it’s very good here to continue as follows: 14...2e6!N 15.W%/d3 Exb2 16.2xe6 
fxe6 17.2xd6 @d4!2 Now with this powerful move, Black has excellent counterplay in the center. 


B) 14.¥%/d3!? It’s also quite possible for White to remove the queen away from a possible ...2e6. 
14...2¢4! 15.h3 
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Position after: 15.h3 


Now it is strong to continue as follows. 15...2xf3!N 16.Yxf3 De5 17.Wc3 Axc4 18. xc4 26 


19.2b1 [19.Wc2 He8 20.2b1 2d4 


The bishop on d4 dominates the entire board.] 19...2d4 20.b3 


: 


Wh4oo Black is not worse — his pieces are actively located, and in practical play I would take Black’s 


side. 


14...2e6! 
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Position after: 14... 2e6! 


224 


The bishop on c4 is very strong, so it would be good to exchange it. 
15.2xe6!? 


15.2d5 Wc8! 16.h3 2f6 17.Ag5 h6 
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Position after: 17...h6 
A) 18.2xc6? Lomineishvili, M (2376) — Cramling, P (2484) Germany 2000. 18...hxg5 19.2d5 Se8 
20.2xg5 &xb2 21.8ab] 2xd5 22.exd5 c4-+ 


B) 18.Axe6 fxe6 19.2b3 Ad4 20.2c4 Ac2 21.We4 &f7 22.Bb1 Aa3 23.e5 dxe5 24.23 Axb1F 
White has some compensation for the exchange, but not enough for equality. 


C) 18.43 Barus, C (2405) — Hodgson, J (2580) Moscow 1994. 18...2e8! 19.2xe6 Wxe6 20.We4 
Wxe4 21.hxg4 Ad4—+ Black has a decisive advantage. 


15...fxe6 16.84 


16.25?! 2xg5 17.2xg5 Wc7 18.63 Ad4 19.8d2 e5F Krush, I (2465) — Pogonina, N (2382) 
playchess.com INT 2004. 
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Position after: 19...e5+ 


Black is slightly better due to the strong knight on d4, and if White wants to exchange it for the 
bishop, then Black will have a protected passed pawn on the d-file. 


16...%c8 17.8d2 e5 18.8 xc8 Exc8 19.8c3 Ad4 20.Ad2 c4!= 


4 0G 2) A 


Position after: 20...c4!= 
Keeping the knight out of the important c4-square, as in Vyzmanavin, A (2605) — Khalifman, A 
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(2655) Novosibirsk1995. The game is approximately equal. 


( f) 6.0c3 Axd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.8xd5 Ac6 9.Af3 Zb8 10.e4 Be7 11.24 0-0 12.0-0 &xb6 13.2d2 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.b6!? e6! 6.0c3 Axd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.Wxd5 Ac6 9.Af3 Zb8 
10.e4! 2e7 11.2c4 0-0 12.0-0 Exb6! 13.2d2!? 


Many strong GM’s have played this move, with the idea of placing the bishop on c3. 
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Position after: 13.2d2!? 
13...d6 


13...&xb2!? It is also possible to take but this leads to other difficult ambiguous positions. 13...d6 I 
like this move with the aim of the fastest development. 


14.2c3 2f6! 
The strong bishop needs to be eliminated. 
15.8fd1 


A) 15.Wh5 2e6 16.2xe6 fxe6 17.e5 Axe5! 18.Axe5 Bxe5 19.2a5 
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Position after: 19. 8a5 


White wins an exchange, but the fight is not over yet. 19...%b8 20.2xb6 Wxb6& Ivanov, J (2404) — 
Simonet Pons, M (2262) Escaldes 1999. Black has a pawn and a bishop for the exchange. In some 

variations, the pawns on White’s queenside can become weak in the future, so Black has excellent 

compensation. 


B) 15.¥%/d3 This has been played before, but not the following response. 15...2e8N Quite a natural 
move — the rook comes into play. 16.2ad1 2e6 17.8fel 2xc3 18.Wxc3 &xc4 19.Wixc4 Wf6 20.b3 
®e6oo White has a weak e4-pawn, while Black has a d6- pawn. Black can then play @c6-e5, 
exchanging knights, or follow a more ambitious plan with h7-h6, a6-a5 and &b6-b4 with difficult 
play. 


15...2xc3 16.bxc3 
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Position after: 16.bxc3 
16...2e6!? 


16...2a5 This both defends the d6- pawn and threatens 2e6. 17.2d3 2e6 18.Wh5 h6 
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Position after: 18...h6 


19.e5?! A tempting active move, but in fact, it is an inaccuracy. [19.Ad4! cxd4 20.Wxa5 dxc3 
21.W4xc3 Wg5= Play is roughly equal.] 19...d5 20.h3 &b27 Rakhmanov, A (2670) — Esipenko, A 
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(2523) Sochi 2017. Black’s position is somewhat better due to his control over the center (the c5- and 
d5-pawns can move forward in the future) and the rook on b2 is also active. 


17.8d3 &xc4 18.Wxc4 Wi6 


Now White has a choice. 
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Position after: 18... 86 
19.8d5!? 


Preventing ...@e5, as Black will lose the c5-pawn, as in Obsivac, J (2290) — Svanda, O (2111) 
Pardubice 2018. I propose instead that Black plays the line below. 


19.&d2 This leads to further exchanges. 19...Ae5 20.Axe5 Wxe5 21.4ad1 Efb8= Odnorozhenko, E 
(2293) — Berestnev, V (2341) Kolomna 2012. The position is approximately equal. 


19...h6 20.8ad1 Ae7 21.85d2 Ag6é 
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Position after: 21...0g6 
22.h3!? 


22.Wid3 Be8oo There are mutual chances. Black has a weak d6-pawn and White has e4. Black’s pieces 
are active and they can face the future boldly. 


22...2e8 23.Wad Re7 24.Wa5 Beb7 25.8d5? 
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Position after: 25.&d5? 
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This is just a blunder, losing a pawn, as in Khurtsidze, N (2447) — Pogonina, N (2449) Batumi 2012. 
Now, Black wins quickly if she manages to be precise. 


25.Wa4!? Gh7 26.Wc4 Be7 27.8%d3 Web6oo A complex and unclear game follows. 
25...Af4! 26.85 Ae2+ 27.hf1 Wxe3—+ 
White has lost a pawn without any compensation for it. 


g) 6.Ac3 Axd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.Wixd5 c6 9.0f3 Bb8 10.e4 2e7 11.2c4 0-0 12.0-0 &xb6 
13.8h5 


* 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.b6!? e6! 6.0c3 Axd5 7.Axd5 exd5 8.Wxd5 Ac6 9.Af3 Zb8 
10.c4! 2e7 11.2c4 0-0 12.0-0 Bxb6! 13.8h5! 
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Position after: 13.¥8h5! 


This is the most dangerous and popular continuation. The queen moves to a safer, and at the same 
time, the most attacking position. In the center she could be hit by various blows from the minor 
pieces, while on the kingside she feels quite comfortable and, if the occasion arises, White is ready to 
pounce on the black king. 


13...d6 
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Position after: 13...d6 


Now Black’s plan is to continue with ...2e6, offering the exchange of the light-squared bishops and 
strengthening control over the central squares. 


14.b3 


Removing a pawn from being hit and preparing the bishop to enter b2, from where it will put pressure 
on the kingside. 
A) 14.8d1 See the line with 13.2d1 discussed in the previous subchapter. 


B) 14.4g5!? It is also important to consider this natural move. 14...2xg5 15.2xg5 We8 
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Position after: 15...We8 


White has the advantage of the two bishops, but Black’s pieces are active and he has control over 
the d4-square. 16.&ad1 2e6! An important move in Black’s plans. 17.2xe6 Wxe6 18.b3 @d4! 
19.&fel a5 20.2e3 Ac2 21.Be2 Axe3 22.Exe3 a4! 
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Position after: 22...a4! 


After this move, we have simple equality. 23.h3 axb3 24.axb3 Exb3 25.8xb3 Wxb3 26.2xd6 Yb1+ 
27.2h2 Semkov, S (2480) — Tzermiadianos, A (2315) Heraklion 1993. 27...Wixe4 28.Wxc5= The 
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position is a dead draw. 

C) 14.2d5 White simply occupies the d5-square with the bishop but this move makes little sense. 
14...Ab4! 15.0g5 &xg5 16.2xg5 We8 17.Bael?! [17.2d2!? Axd5 18.exd5 f6 19.Wxe8 Exe8 20.b3 
He5 21.2fd1 “&f7= The position is equal — the drawing tendencies are strengthened by the opposite- 
colored bishops.] 17...%e5! 
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Position after: 17...We5! 


18.Wh4 @xd5 19.exd5 Wxd5 20.2e7 Hb4! 21.Wg5 Wxg5 22.8x¢g5 Rajlich, I (2420) — Zawadzka, M 
(2050) Sopot 1998. 22...2f5—+ Black has excellent winning chances. 


D) 14.£b1 Defending the b2-pawn and preparing for the bishop’s exit. 14...2e6! 15.2xe6 fxe6 
16.295 2b4! 17.Bfel Wd7 18.2d2 a4 19.a3 2f6F Djukic, S (2166) — Ravic, N (2308) Belgrade 
2016. Black’s position is somewhat better due to the active rook on a4, and the bishop on f6 presses 
on the b2-pawn. Black’s plans include £b8 with pressure on the queenside, and if necessary Black 
can play in the center with d6-d5. 


14...2e6 
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Position after: 14... 2e6 
15.2xe6 


The most common answer. Black has more pawn “islands”, but his pieces are active and he has good 
control over the center. However, in practice, different moves have been played here. Let’s consider 
these. 
A) 15.4g5!? &xg5 16.2xe5 Wd7 17.2d3 Ryskin, A (2500) — Sermek, D (2520) Ljubljana 1994. 
17...h6 18.2d2 Ae5 19.82 c4! 
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Position after: 19...c4! 


Now White is better off looking for counterplay on the kingside as follows. 20.2xh6! gxh6 21.W/xh6 
cxb3 22.axb3 Efb8 23.4 294 24.Wo5+ LF8 25.Wh6+ Ye8 26.We5+ wf8 27.Wh6+ &g8= Perpetual 
check ensues. 


B) 15.2d5 &xd5 16.W%xd5 2f6 17.2b1 Ab4 18.Wd2 Se8 19.Bel a5 20.h3 Rodriguez Rueda, P 
(2257) — Tran, M (2061) Al Ain 2013. 


hae 
GY 
i 


oe FS) oy 


Position after: 20.h3 


Black is in a satisfactory position, and can now make a useful move. 20...h6! It is useful to take 
control of the g5- square. 21.2b2 &xb2 22.xb2 Wf6 23.kbb1 We6 24.bd1! Massive exchanges 
now begin. 24...2xe4 25.Bxe4 Wxe4 26.a3 Ac2 27.Wxa5 Exb3 28.Wd8+ Yh7 29.Wxd6 Bxa3 
30.Wxc5= A dry position has again arisen leading to a draw. 


C) 15.2d2!? Not bad and a developmental move as in Ginsburg, M (2405) — Waitzkin, J (2345) 
New York 1993. 15...2xc4! Here I like this move. 16.bxc4 2f6 17.Hab1 Se8 18.095 2xg5 19.2xg5 
Woe7oo Black is not worse, since at any moment the knight can jump to d4. 


15...fxe6 
Black has strengthened his control over the center, but now White is starting to attack. 
16.8 g4 Wc8 17.2b2 e5! 


The transition to the endgame suits Black, despite the weakening of the light squares. Black 
strengthens his control over the d4-square, where his knight can go to at any moment. 
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18.Wxc8 Bxc8 19.Ad2 a5! 20.2c3 
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Position after: 20. 8.c3 


This was seen in Pawlowski, W (2201) — Sitorus, Y (2353) ICCF email 2017. 


20.f4!? exf4 21.4)c4 Mueller, R (2185) — Hartge, G (2214) Germany 2018. Next, I suggest this 
possible option. 21...2b7 22.2c3 a4 23.bxa4 @d4! Threatening ...e2. 24.2f2 Bcb8 25.2xd4 cxd4 
26.a5 Bc8 27.Ab6 Bc5 28.4d5 Bxa5= Each side has weak pawns; the game should end in a draw. 


20...Ad4!N 
Offering to sacrifice the a5-pawn. 
21.44 


A) 21.2xd4 cxd4 22.8acl Excl 23.8xcl Black gets a good game after the following. 23...a4! 
24.bxa4 &b22 Black is not worse — the d4-pawn is protected by a passed pawn, and the bishop will 
jump to g5 with an active position. 


B) 21.2xa5?! Ba6 22.Ac4 [22.28c3?? Ae2+-+] 22...8ca8 23.b4 cxb4 24.2xb4 Ae2+! 25.2h1 d5!! 
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Position after: 25...d5!! 


With this move, Black starts the fight for the initiative. 26.Ab6! 2xb4 27.@xa8 &xa8 28.exd5 Ac3 
29.Hael 2d6 30.8e3 Axa2 31.8al Hc8 32.263 Ab4F Black is slightly better, although White has 
good drawing chances. 


21...2a6 22. eh1 Bb8 23.Ab2 &f70 


Yy 
a 


Be 


Position after: 23...&f70 
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The king will move to e6 with an active position. Black has a very good position as his knight on d4 
occupies a dominant position in the center. 


Conclusions 

We have just examined the 5.b6 system. Usually this move is played by those players who like a 
strong, positional game. White does not want to give Black open lines on the queenside and refuses to 
sacrifice a pawn. Black has different options, but I suggest playing 5...e6!, immediately attacking the 
center and striving for active, lively play. Then White usually plays 6.2\c3 @xd5 7.Axd5 exd5 
8.Wixd5 Ac6 9.43, and here Black has 9...2b8!. The rook starts working along the b-file. White has a 
wide choice of continuations, but the most popular continuation is 10.e4, which leads to a difficult 
and interesting game where Black’s chances are quite good. The usual scenario for such positions is 
as follows: White bets on the fact that he has a better pawn structure and wants to use this factor in 
the future; while Black’s main trumps are open lines and actively located pieces where he is looking 
for dynamic opportunities. These factors compensate for some of the vulnerabilities of Black’s pawn 
structure. 
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Chapter 4 
Modern Variation — 5.e3 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.e3 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 4 — Modern Variation — 5.e3 


1.d4 @f6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.e3 2b7 6.Ac3 Was 
a) 7.-- & 7.2d2 axb5 8.Axb5 

b) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.-- 

c) 7.2.d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.2c4 e6 10.-- & 10.4%/b3 

d) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.2c4 e6 10.Age2 

e) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.2c4 e6 10.e4 

f) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 W/b6 9.Wb3 e6 10.e4 Axe4 11.dxe6 
g) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.4% b3 e6 10.c4 Axe4 11.4 xe4 
h) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 W/b6 9.a4 Axd5 10.4f3 e6 11.-- 

i) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.a4 @xd5 10.0£3 e6 11.0-0 


( a) 7.-- & 7.2d2 axb5 8.Axb5 


| 
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1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.¢3!? 
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Position after: 5.e3!? 


We have reached a very important system, which has become especially relevant in our time. Interest 
in this system has also stemmed from the fact that chess engines really like this kind of continuation 
and they believe that this move is one of the strongest lines. The idea behind the move is that White 
simply supports the b5-pawn with the protection of the fl-bishop, therefore somewhat limiting 
Black’s options. The fact that the bishop on cl runs into the e3-pawn does not matter, because in the 
future the move e3-e4 is often made, when it is safe and appropriate to do so. You should pay 
attention to the fact that White usually puts a pawn in the classical variations of the Benko Gambit on 
e4 and very often this pawn is a weakness or a hook for Black’s play; thus moving a pawn onto e3 is 
a more reliable continuation. Furthermore, only after preparatory work will White play e3-e4, 
although this will be at the loss of a tempo, since White has played e2-e3 first and then e3-e4. 
However, exploiting this tempo is not easy for Black. In theory this system is called the “Modern 
System”. It was played for the first time in the game Sales — Martens at the World Students’ Team 
Championship in 1960, but this variation flourished in the early 70’s. Many strong players consider 
the 5.e3 system to be almost a refutation of the Benko Gambit. The reader should study this chapter 
especially carefully, because it really requires accurate knowledge to obtain satisfactory play, as 
otherwise Black can quickly find himself in a bad position. 


5...2D7! 


Attacking the pawn and developing the bishop. Black’s plans will include a strike in the center with 
ieO, 


5...axb5!? 6.2xb5 Wa5+ 7.Ac3 2b7 8.2d2 This leads to the positions under consideration. However, 
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in addition to this move, there are such moves as: 8.4\ge2, 8.2c4, as well as 8.e4 !? which has been 
played by strong GM’s. Therefore, in order to avoid additional study of non-main lines, I recommend 
5...2b7!. 


6.Ac3 


6.bxa6?! 2xd5 7.Ac3 &c6 8.Af3 Fernandez Martos, M (2129) — Komljenovic, D (2457) Seville 2011. 
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Position after: 8. Af3 


Now we need to prevent the positional threat of Af3-e5. 8...Wc7!N 9.a4 Axa6 10.2b5 g6 11.0-0 
297 There is material equality on the board. The black knight from a6 is heading to b4 and Black is 
not worse. 


6...Wa5! 


The queen goes to an active position, immediately creating the threat of ...Axd5, and exploiting the 
pin on the c3-knight. 
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Position after: 6...¥4a5! 
7.202! 


A) 7.bxa6!? We are always glad to see this. This continuation, in my opinion, is somewhat illogical, 
since the a-pawn is exchanged for the central d-pawn. In most cases, the central pawns are valued 
more highly than the flank ones, as they exercise additional control over the center. Nevertheless, 
this continuation is quite possible, since it is not easy for Black to set his central pawns in motion. 
7...2xd5 8.2d2 2c6 9.Af3 Wc7! Preventing the ideas that White had such as e5 and Ad5. 10.Ab5 
Wb6 


A i 


Position after: 10...W8b6 


11.4%b3 Creating the threat of Ad6+. 11...2d5! 12.8c4 &xc4 13.Wxc4 Axa6 14.0-0 e6 15.e4 Clark, 
S (2056) — Farmer, M (1875) ICCF email 2017. Now the following move seems very natural. 
15...2e7! 
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Position after: 15...8.e7! 
16.e5 [Alternatively, 16.a4 0-0 17.e5 @d5e0 with mutual chances.] 16...Ad5 17.225 f6 18.exf6 2xf6 
19.kad1 0-Oco 


B) 7.24 Axd5 8.2d2 Aranzabal Minguez, A — Gonzalez de la Torre, S (2163) San Sebastian 1999. 
8...Ab4!N This is natural. 9.Af3 [9.4\a2? axb5! 10.2xb5 &xg2—+] 9...Wd8! Avoiding the x-ray from 
the d2-bishop. 
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Position after: 9...¥48d8! 


10.2e2 e6 11.0-0 2e7 12.e4 0-0 13.b3 d52 Black has an excellent position due to the strong knight 
on b4 and good control over the center thanks to the c5- and d5-pawns. 


7...AXDS 
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Position after: 7...axb5 


8.Axb5!? 
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The alternative 8.2xb5 is analyzed in the next subchapters. 


8.2e4!? Wb6 9.4)xf6+ Berczes, D (2461) — Chytilek, R (2392) Brno 2006. Now I propose an 
improvement. 9...gxf6!N Black’s plans include f6-f5 and 2f8-g7. 10.a4! Strongest. White is fighting 
for control of the light squares. [10.e4 f5! 11.2d3 c4 12.2c2 2g7T Black has the initiative thanks to 
the strong g7-bishop.] 10...2xa4 11.8xa4 bxa4 12.8c4! Black has an extra pawn, but has some 
developmental problems. 12...e6 13.2c3 Wd6! Putting pressure on the d5-pawn. 14.e4 Eg8 
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Position after: 14...2g8 


15.4e2!? [15.g3 exd5 16.exd5 Me7+ 17.2d2 Wed 18.We2 Bh6+ 19.ed1 £5 20.Af3 Black has an 
extra pawn, but his pawn structure is very weak. 20...2¢4! Plugging the rook into play. 21.8e1 &f8 
22.8d3 Wxe2+ 23.hxe2 &xd5 24.2xf5 &c4+ 25.ed1 2b3+ 26.e2 &c4+= Perpetual check follows.] 
15...&xg2 16.Wxa4 exd5 17.exd5 Bg5o0 
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Position after: 17...&g50 


A difficult position has arisen. White must lose the d5-pawn sooner or later. At first glance, Black’s 
position is somewhat more promising, although the engines say that it is not so simple, since Black 
has problems with the development of the dark-squared bishop and the knight, and so the position can 
be assessed as one with mutual chances. 


8...Wb6 
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Position after: 8...¥8b6 


Even here White has a choice of continuations. 
9.d6!? 


Realizing that the d5-pawn is not going to stay alive, White is trying to at least ruin the pawn 
structure for Black. Nevertheless, it is still unclear how long White will appreciate this change of the 
pawn structure, since Black 1s also gaining control over the center. 


A) 9.43 Lorenz, J (1820) — Bokelbrink, U (2254) Pinneberg 2003. 9...&xd5 10.a4 e6 11.2d3 2e7 
12.0-0 0-0 13.2c3 @a6= Black plays on an equal footing with White with material equality. 


B) 9.2c3?! Dubious since after 9...Axd5 the bishop gets hit by the knight. 10.{%b3 [10.2d2 Black 
can play as follows. 10...g6 11.Af3 297 12.%cl 0-0 13.8e2 Ac7 14.Axc7 Wxc7 15.0-0 d5+ Black’s 
pieces are much more active and the plan includes e7-e5 with a further advance of the central 
pawns.] 10...Axc3 11.%xc3 Gohritz, H — Helbig, A DESC email 2001. 
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Position after: 11.“xc3 


Now Black can play the following. 11...e6! 12.a4 2c6 13.b3 Aa6 14.4f3 c4! Activating the dark- 
squared bishop. 15.!%/xc4 2b4+ 16.2d1 &d5¥ Black has a big advantage in view of the uncastled 
king and the two-bishop advantage. 


9...exd6 10.a4 2e7 11.Af3 0-0 12.2e2 
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Position after: 12.8.e2 


This was the position in Tang, A (2174) — Banawa, J (2367) Saint Louis 2013. Black has a lot of 
possible continuations, but my favorite is as follows. 


12...2c6! 13.0-0 Aa6 14.Wc2 Ded 15.8fd1 d5 16.2e1 Bfe8o 


Black is not worse; he has good control over the central squares and a strong knight on e4. 


“p) 7.2.42 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.- ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.e3!? &b7! 6.Ac3 Wa5! 7.2d2! axb5 8.2xb5 
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Position after: 8. &xb5 
8...Wb6! 


A fundamental decision. Erring on the safe side by steering clear of the blow from the d2-bishop. 


A critical position of the 5.e3 line has arisen. First we we will look at the sidelines, then 9.2c4 and 
9.4%/b3 will be deeply analyzed. Finally 9.a4 is considered the strongest continuation and we see it in 
subchapters (h) and (1) . 


9.Af3!? 


Many strong GM’s have played this move. The alternatives, 9.2.c4 and 9.{%/b3 are analyzed in the 
next subchapters instead. 


A) 9.4 ge2 The idea behind this move is to transfer the knight to g3-h5, but it doesn’t seem 
dangerous. 9...Axd5 10.0-0 Af6! 
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Position after: 10...f6! 


A1) 11.43 Prudnikova, S (2405) — Strutinskaya, G (2330) Elista 1995. However, here Black has 
a great opportunity to expand on the kingside. 11...h5!N 12.h4 g6 13.W%b3 e6 14.2e2 


Position after: 14. 8e2 


It is better for White to exchange queens in order to prevent Black from developing the initiative. 
14...%xb3 15.axb3 &xal 16.2xal 2d6 17.2a7 2c6 18.e4 0-0 19.23 Bc8 20.2f3 Ae8 21.A0f1 Sc7= 
Black has solved all her problems. 
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A2) 11.44 e6 12.a4 See the line with 11.a4. 


A3) 11.a4 e6 12.4¢g3 Brenninkmeijer, J (2390) — Andruet, G (2450) Amsterdam 1988. 12...2e7 
13.Ah5 0-0 14.a5 Wc7 15.Axf6+ 2xf6 16.We2 d5co The material is equally divided. White has a 
strong passed pawn on a5, and Black has more control over the center. The game is on an equal 
footing. 
B) 9.W/£3!? An interesting idea if White wants to defend the d5-pawn. 9...e6! 10.e4 exd5 11.exd5 
4\xd5! Now complications begin. 
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Position after: 11...xd5! 


B1) 12.2c4?! Axc3! 13.Wxf7+ &d8 14.2xc3 2xg? 15.2d5 &xhl 16.2xh1 Xa6 
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Position after: 16...2a6 
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17.43 Lacrosse, M (2270) — Boudrenghien, F (1850) Cappelle-la- Grande 1987. [17.0-0-0 2e7 
18.Af3 We6 19.Wixg7 He8+ Black clearly has the best play, with a good chance of building on his 
success. ] 17...%g6 18.%c4 We6++ White’s compensation for the exchange is insufficient. 


B2) 12.Axd5 We6+ 


Position after: 12...We6+ 
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B2.1) 13.f1!? Yxd5 14.8el+ 2e7 15.a4 Czerw, D (2269) — Szadkowski, K (2245) Jastrzebia 
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Gora 2019. Now the best solution is as follows. 15...%xf3! 16.0xf3 f6! 


Position after: 16...f6! 


17.b4 &f7 18.bxc5 2xc5= Black has no problems; he has secured the king and is ready to 
introduce the king’s rook into the game. 


B2.2) 13.De2 &xd5 
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Position after: 13... 8xd5 
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B2.2a) 14.!%c3!? Graf, A (2596) — Roesemann, R (2254) Leipzig 2014. I recommend now to 
boldly take a pawn. 14...2xg2!N 15.821 2c6 16.293 
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Position after: 16.2g3 


An unpleasant &e3 is threatened and now it’s best to play as follows. 16...&d8! 17.2e3 Wd5 
18.4\f4 Wd4 Black correctly repels any attacks from White. 19.%b3 2xb5 20.Wxb5 2d6 21.He2 
Wd5 22.f3 Ac6 Black’s position is not worse. 23.8d1 Wh5 24.2c3 Wh4+ 25.ef1 Wh3+ 26.kel 
Wh4+= The logical end of the game. 


aa 


256 


Position after: 26...W{h4+= 


It is better for White to settle for perpetual check because the ambitious 27.42d2?! may lead to 
some problems due to the following. 27...Wh6! 28.f4 2xf4 29.Axf4 Wxf4 30.4% b6+ &c8 31.Wixc5 
&e8+ Black has an extra pawn and his active pieces allow him to count on more than equality. 


B2.2b) 14.423 26! 
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Position after: 14...2d6! 


Sacrificing a pawn but activating the bishop. 15.!%/xg7 Most principled. 15...2e5 16.W/g5 h6 
17.%e3 &xb2 18.2b1 2d4 19.W%g3?! This is a serious inaccuracy that Black did not exploit in the 
game, Graf, A (2646) — Felgaer, R (2569) Mallorca 2004. [19.Axd4!? cxd4 20.Wixe6+ fxe6 21.a4 
&e8= The g2-pawn is eliminated and in this difficult endgame the chances for both sides are 
approximately equal.] Now the strongest is 19...2e5! 20.f4 2d4 21.%2d1 We4t. By attacking the 
rook on b1 and the g2-pawn, Black wins the pawn while remaining with a clear initiative. 


C) 9.e4!? This leads to interesting complications. 9...Axe4! 


257 


YG mK YY 
7/2 


A wt 
oe 


Ye 


Ge 


aN of Oo ON O 


Position after: 9...@xe4! 


10.Axe4 Wxb5 11.8c3 [11.2c3? We4 12.We2 Kretov, I — Whatley, S (1852) London 2013. 
12...W4xd5 13.f3 Ac6—+.] 11...%b6 12.Age2?! Although this is a very natural move to anticipate any 
...a6 which would prevent White from castling, nevertheless it remains dubious, as in Weiz, W — 
Kaeser, M corr 1989. [12.2£3!?N Objectively better, but nevertheless complicated. 12...2a6 13.0-0 
Ab42.] 12...0a6 13.0-0 e6 14.he1 Se7 15.4f4 0-0F Black has the advantage of the two bishops, 
and the half-open b-file along which there is pressure. In general Black’s position is easier to play. 


9...Axd5 
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Position after: 9... xd5 

10.Axd5 
A) 10.a4 This leads to the main continuations, as in 9.a4. 
B) 10.W%e2 %c7 See the line with 9.We2. 


C) 10.2c4!? There is nothing wrong with simple development. 10...@f6 11.0-0 e6 12.%/b3 Wxb3 
13.axb3 “c6 14.8xa8+ 2xa8 15.kal 2b7 16.e4 Mesquita, F (2239) — Satici, A (2198) ICCF email 
2008. 
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Position after: 16.e4 


White has some developmental advantage, but Black’s position is safe and he has good control of 
the central squares. Now Black should just complete his development. 16...2e7! 17.h3 [17.e5?! Now 
the e5-pawn will be the target of attack. 17...A¢4 18.2f4 95! 19.293 h5 20.h3 h4! 21.hxg4 hxg3 
22.fxg3 “d4+ Black’s position is much better due to his superior pawn structure and active pieces. | 
17...d6 18.2f4 0-0 19.e5 dxe5 20.Axe5 Ha8= The endgame is equal. 


10...2xd5 11.2c3 


This move looks natural but Black keeps a fine response. 
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Position after: 11. 8.c3 


Now it is quite possible to destroy the a2-pawn, as in Gasanov, E (2414) — Aveskulov, V (2504) 
Kharkov 2006. 


11...8xa2!N 12.8xa2 &xa2 13.Wad 2d5 14.He5 


White does not have a pawn, but his pieces are very active. Black should not be greedy and take the 
pawn on g2 — it is better to finish his development and protect the king. 


14.0-0!? Another possible scenario for the game. 14...W%/b7! 15.2al f6! 
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Position after: 15...f6! 


A good move. The aim is to control the g5- and e5-squares and, moreover, the f7-square is freed up 
for the black king to escape. 16.Ad2 &f7 17.e4 &c6 18.2xc6 Axc6 19.e5 Ab4! 20.2xb4 cxb4 
21.04 Wd5 22.Wixb4 e6 23.Wa4 2e7= The material is equal. Black has given up an extra pawn, but 
has finished development and secured the king, so the position is approximately equal. 


14...4%b7! 15.£3 £6 16.e4 298 17.Dd3 e5 18.0-0 2e6 19.2d1 2e7 20.f4 
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Position after: 20.f4 
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White starts playing in the center. Black should give up the extra pawn and just finish his 
development. 


20...Ac6! 21.fxe5 Axe5 22.Axe5 fxe5 23.2xe5 2f6 24.2d6 Be7 25.28e5 2f6= 


A repetition of position and a draw will follow. 


( c) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.2c4 e6 10.-- & 10.%b3 ) 
1.44 Af6 2.4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.e3!? &b7! 6.Ac3 Wa5! 7.2d2! axb5 8.2xb5 Wbé! 9.2c4 


With this move White wants to defend the d5-pawn, although he is wasting a tempo. Black must act 
decisively — any delay is deadly. Nevertheless, in practice, the more popular continuations are 9.W/b3 
and 9.a4. We will consider these continuations in further subchapters. 
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Position after: 9. &c4 
9...e6! 


Creating tension in the center is the most logical way of playing. Black needs to improve the activity 
of the bishop on b7. 
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Position after: 9...e6! 
White may offer an exchange of queens. 
10.%b3!? 


A) 10.W£3!? exd5 11.@xd5 2xd5 12.2xd5 Axd5 13.W/xd5 Wxb2 Each side attacks the other now. 
White has two options. 
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Position after: 13...Wixb2 
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Al) 14.8d1 Wxa2 15.We4+ 8e7 16.2c3 Wa4 17. Wxa4 Bxa4 18.2x97 Hes 


SN 


Position after: 18...2g8 


19.2c3! [19.2e5? Ac6 20.223 c4—+ Gibbons, R (2200) — Bruneliere, P (2265) Shenyang 1999. 
White has serious problems as the c4-pawn is very strong.] 19...d6 [But not 19...&xg2? due to 
20.8e5+ followed by 23 and the rook is trapped.] 20.Ae2 &d7 21.0-0 Ba2= There is approximate 
equality in this position. 
A2) 14.4xa8 Wxal+ 15.8e2 2d6 16.8%/d5 Stella, A (2276) — Caprio, G (2205) Courmayeur 2009. 
16...We5 17. Wxe5+ 2xe5 18.Af3 2c7 19.2c3 f6= There is equality. 
B) 10.23 I don’t like this continuation since Black easily gains the pawn center. 10...exd5 White 
has different bishop retreats, but in my opinion Black’s position is in any case somewhat more 
pleasant. 
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Position after: 10...exd5 


B1) 11.2b3 Se7 12.0-0 0-0 13.He2 Wa 14.2c3 Ac7 15.Af4 Fodor, T (2407) — Bakos, B (2394) 
Budapest 2008. White creates maximum pressure on the d5-pawn, but after the simple 15...%c6 
16.a4 Ae4= Black’s position is somewhat nicer due to better control over the center. 


B2) 11.2d3 2e7 12.0-0 0-0 13.Ha4 [13.a4 Ac6 14.Ab5 We4t Black has some initiative.] 13...%c6 
14.63 De4 15.8c1 Wh6F Nelson, O (2080) — Simons, M (2258) Torquay 2002. Black’s position is 
somewhat preferable due to his better control over the center and more active pieces. 


B3) 11.2e2 2e7 12.0-0 0-0 13.W%c2 c6 14.b3 Thlenfeld, E — Froehlich, R corr 1991. 
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Position after: 14.b3 


Now Black should play actively. 14...d4! 15.0@a4 Wa7 16.8fel @d8 17.exd4 cxd4 18.203 Ae6F 
Despite the doubled d-pawns, Black’s position is somewhat more promising due to his greater 
control of the squares. His plan includes capturing the c-file. The bishop on b7 is also very strong 
and threatens £3, causing damage to the pawn structure. 
C) 10.dxe6? A mistake, although several players with a rating of 2300 have played this way; this 
move leads to an extremely difficult position for White. 10...2xg2 11.exf7+ @d8 12.f3 &xhl 
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Position after: 12... 2xh1 


Black has won the rook and White does not have sufficient compensation for it, since nothing 
threatens the king on d8. 13.Ah3 [13.2227 Wd6! 14.e4 &xh2+—+ Coursaget, N (2327) — Volodin, 
A (2422) Agneaux 2010.] 13...Ac6 14.2f2 Ae5 15.2e2 Wd6 16.2g1 2xf3 17.2xf3 Gerogiannis, C 
(2300) — Pountzas, H (2310) Athens 1987. Black has a material advantage and here you can play the 
following. 17...2b8 18.He4 Wc6 19.Ahf2 @xf3+ 20.Wxf3 Exb2—+ White’s compensation is not 
enough even for equality. 


10...%xb3 11.2xb3 a6! 


Black is in no hurry to destroy the d5- pawn, but tries to develop his pieces. With the last move he 
threatens to play ...A\b4. In this position White has many possibilities. 
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Position after: 11...0a6! 


12.4ge2!? 


A) 12.43 The simplest and most natural continuation. 12...exd5 13.0-0 g6! The bishop on g7 will 
be very dangerous. 14.8fd1 Hein, M (2041) — Kotz, R (2064) Bayern 2005. 14...Ac7!N This is the 
most accurate continuation, excessively defending the d5-pawn. 
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Position after: 14...@c7!N 
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Black has a little more space in the center and therefore it is easier for the black pieces to move 
around. 15.2c2 297 16.2e1 &e7 17.2ab1 Ehb8F The position is difficult, but Black’s is more 
pleasant to play as he has a space advantage. 

B) 12.f3!? With this move White limits the mobility of the b7-bishop and plans to take the g1-knight 


to £4 where it will put pressure on the d5-pawn. 12...exd5! 13.@ge2 Kasantsev, A (2225) — 
Zucchelli, M (2190) Budapest 1996. 
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Position after: 13. ge2 


13...806 14.Af4 Ac7 15.2f2 2d6 16.8c2 Ye7t Black has the initiative with ...2hb8 and ...¢5 that 
will come next. 

C) 12.e4?! This is just a waste of time. 12...Ab4! 13.Ab5? [13.2d1 2a6 14.Ah3 Ad3F White’s 
position is unpleasant because of the powerful knight on d3.] 13...2a5 14.a4 Trebing, R — Glaser, H 
Germany 1995. 
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Position after: 14.a4 


14...Axe4! 15.2xb4 cxb4 16.Af3 Ac5 17.2d1 @d3+—+ White loses a pawn and his position 
becomes extremely difficult. 


12...Ab4 13.0-0 


13.dxe6?! Ad3+! 14.2f1 fxe6 15.f3 Volosjuk, J (2105) — Turova, I (2155) Menorca 1996. 15...2a6 
16.2b1 2e7 17.a4 Bb8 18.2c2 Ab4 19.2d1 0-07 White’s pieces are extremely poorly positioned. 


13...Abxd5 14.Axd5 Axd5 


This position has been played by strong players many times, but I do not share their enthusiasm. 
Black has an excellent position. I have seen the following move in practice. 
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Position after: 14...0xd5 
15.e4 


15.&fd1 Beliavsky, A (2620) — Georgiev, K (2620) Niksic 1996. Here I like the next move. 15...f5!N 
Preventing e3-e4. 16.2e1 [Or 16.Ac3 Af6 17.Ab5 &F7 18.2c3 &c6F with a slightly more favorable 
game for Black due to his more flexible pawn structure.] 16...2e7 17.Ac3 @xc3 18.2xc3 Eg8t In 
future, the black pawns can move, capturing more space, so Black has some initiative. 


15...Ab4! 
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Position after: 15... b4! 
16.Ac3 


This occurred in Meins, G (2475) — Sievers, S (2380) Germany 2011. But even here, Black has a 
strong continuation. 


16.43?! h5! 17.h4 2e7 18.2c3 Miralles, G (2460) — Koch, J (2425) Lyon 1990. Now it is good to 
improve the position of the bishop as follows. 18...2a6!N 19.2fd1 &xh4 20.2xg7 Hg8 
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Position after: 20...2g8 


21.Axh5 [21.203 Ad3 22.Ah1 Af4 23.93 Ae2+ 24.Lh2 Axc3 25.bxc3 2f6 26.2acl h4—+ Black has 
a very significant initiative.] 21...2e2—+ 


16...2d6!N 17.2e3 2e5! 18.2fd1 


18.2xc5 Black’s idea is that after this move, he can play the following. 18...Ad3! 19.2e3 Axb2 
20.Ab5 &c6 21.a4 0-0 22.f4 Axa4 23.8xa4 2xb5 24.Rxa8 Xxa8F Black has excellent winning 
chances. 


18...c4! 
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Position after: 18...c4! 


19.2xc4 &xc3 20.bxc3 Ac2 21.2ab1 Axe3 22.fxe3 Bxe4F 


Black has a slightly better position due to his superior pawn structure. White simply has more pawn 
islands. 


( d) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 "/b6 9.2.4 e6 10.Age2 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.e3!? &b7! 6.Ac3 Wa5! 7.2d2! axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6! 9.24 e6! 
10.Age2 


It’s not the most popular continuation and strategically it is quite risky as Black gains a strong pawn 
center. The most common and logical answer is 10.e4 which will be discussed in the next subchapter. 
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Position after: 10. ge2 
10...exd5 11.4%b3?! 


This move was often encountered in practice, as the strong grandmaster Beliavsky played in this way 
more than once with good results. Nevertheless, this only speaks of the great practical strength of the 
grandmaster rather than the strength of the move. 


11.2b3!? In my opinion, it is more logical to play with queens on board. 11...2d6 
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Position after: 11...2.d6 


A) 12.4\g3?! This is dubious. 12...d4! 13.exd4 cxd4 14.2\a4 Wc6 15.3 0-0 16.0-0 Wb5 17.Ae2 
Knuth, H (2299) — Lau, J (2127) Travemuende 2004. 17...2c6! 
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Position after: 17...®c6! 


Al) 18.493 Sfe8 19.8cl Ad8 20.kel Ae6—+ Despite the equal material ratio, the engines believe 
that Black already has a decisive advantage. This is not so obvious to the human eye, but White’s 
main problem is the knight on a4, which is off on the edge of the board. 


A2) 18.24 d3 19.Aec3 Wb4 20.2xd6 Wxd6+ Black has clearly better play due to the strong 
passed pawn on d3 and more active position of the pieces. At some point, Black can use the d4- 
square for his own purposes. 


B) 12.0-0 It is more logical to finish development. 12...0-0 13.2e1! Knuth, H (2313) — Gottschalk, J 
(2195) Rostock 2003. 
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Position after: 13.&e1! 


Black has a choice — he can play 13...c4, but this leads to an unclear game where White will have an 
outpost on d4. Nevertheless, if Black needs a victory, he should play in this way, although there is 
some risk with it. Therefore, the easier solution to all his problems seems to be the following line. 
13...d4!N 14.exd4 &xh2+! 15.cexh2 Ag4+ 16.%2g3! [But not 16.21 due to 16...Wh6—+.] 16...Ae3! 
17.fxe3 We6+ 18.2h4! Wh6+ 19.204 We6+ 20.eh4 Wh6+= Perpetual check will follow. 


11...%xb3 12.2xb3 a6! 


From here the knight can move to b4 or defend the d5-pawn from the c7- square. 
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Position after: 12...0a6! 
13.0-0 


The most natural move. 


A) 13.0-0-0 Ac7 14.2e1 Pelletier, Y (2365) — Votava, J (2410) Matinhos 1994. Here I suggest the 
following move. 14...h5!N If the occasion arises, the pawn is ready to go further, seizing space. 
15.h4 [15.0f4 c4 16.2c2 g6F Black has a more active position.] 15...2d6 16.3 
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Position after: 16.f3 
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16...0-0 17.223 &xg3 18.Axg3 Bfe8 19.Bhel 2c6 20.Ah1 Beb8F Black’s position is somewhat 
more pleasant to play. 


B) 13.a3 &2c6 14.0-0-0 @c7 15.2e1 Panchenko, A — Glek, I (2430) Tallinn 1986. Here, as well as in 
the variation with 13.0-0-0, we can recommend the same idea. 15...h5!N 
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Position after: 15...h5!N 


16.f3 [16.h4 2d6 17.f3 0-0 18.2¢3 2xg3 19.Axg3 Bfe8 20.Zhel Zab8 21.2c2 &f8F Thanks to the 
half-open b-file, Black is slightly better.] 16...h4 17.Af4 c4 18.2c2 &c5 19.2f2 Ha5t Black has a 
queenside Initiative. 


13...Ac7 14.8 fd1 


14.493 h5! 15.8fel?! [15.h4!? g6 16.a4 2e7 17.a5 2c6F Then Black can castle and put his rook on 
b8, organizing pressure along the b-file.] 15...h4 16.Age2 h3 17.gxh3 Granda Zuniga, J (2510) — 
Garcia Fernandez, C (2315) Burriana 1990. 17...2xh3 18.4g3 @g4+ Black has clearly better play due 
to the pressure on the kingside. 


14...2d6! 


Here the bishop is ideally positioned and at some point, it can move to e5 with the idea of d5-d4. 
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Position after: 14...2d6! 
15.2e1 


The bishop on d2 is passive, so White moves it and is ready to activate it with f2-f3. Let’s consider 
other possibilities. 


A) 15.a4!? ®e7 16.Ab5 @xb5 17.axb5 Mueller Toepler, M (2097) — Spreemann, R (2439) Remote 
email 2013. Now I like the following line. 17...2hb8! 18.2ab1 2c6! 19.bxc6 Bxb3 20.cxd7 @xd7= 
This is probably equal, but I still prefer Black in this endgame with the king in the center and the 
strong hanging central pawns. 


B) 15.4 g3 g6! It is important to restrict the knight on g3. 16.8e1?! [16.e4!? d4 17.e5! Entering 
puzzling complications. 17...2xe5 18.8el Ag4 19.f4 dxc3 20.2xc3 d5 21.fxe5 Ae6 22.2ad1 c4 
23.2c2 Bxa2 24.h3 Ah6 25.8al Exal 26.2xal 0-0% Thanks to the two bishops, White has 
compensation for the pawn, but nothing more.] 16...8e7 17.Age2 2a6 18.f3 Grover, S (2496) — 
Sjugirov, S (2629) Chennai 2011. 
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Position after: 18.f3 


18...2xe2! Now this unexpected move is the strongest. 19.Axe2 2e5 20.kab1 Ha6F Black has 
pressure on the queenside. 


15...0-0 16.f3 


This doesn’t change the evaluation of the position. 


A) 16.8acl 2c6 17.Ag3 EBfb8 18.2b1 Ornstein, A (2455) — Biriescu, I (2320) Vienna 1986. 
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Position after: 18.4b1 


18...e5T Black has a slight initiative thanks to the pressure on the queenside. 


B) 16.2d2 &fe8 17.Bad1 Levitt, J (2395) — Nicholson, J (2320) London 1986. 17...2c6 18.2c2 
Eeb8t Black has a queenside Initiative. 


16...2fe8 17.2f2 
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Position after: 17.22 


This was seen in Beliavsky, A (2656) — Caruana, F (2662) Novi Sad 2009. The next move is a 
recommended improvement. 


17...h6!N 18.2c2 2c6 19.Rab1 Be5F 
Black’s pieces are somewhat more active and he has pressure on the queenside. 


( e) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.2c4 e6 10.4 


—, 


1.d4 Af6 2.4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.e3!? &b7! 6.Ac3 Wa5! 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.2c4 e6 
10.e4! 


The most powerful and common move involving the sacrifice of a pawn. 


Position after: 10.e4! 


10...Axe4! 
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Position after: 10...®xe4! 


Black accepts the challenge. Now a very tricky fight ensues. 


11.4f3! 
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The most logical continuation. White develops the knight and, at some point, is ready to jump to e5 
by attacking the d7-pawn. 


A) 11.@xe4? exd5 White has a wide range of continuations. 
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Position after: 11...exd5 


A1) 12.4xc5? This only helps Black to introduce a new piece into play. 12...2xc5 13.We2+ 
[13.8d3 &xf2+ 14.2f1 0-0O—+ Kohalmi, E (2077) — Gyugyi, P (2120) Hungary 2004. Black has a 
healthy extra pawn and White’s king is in a very bad position.] 13...2d8!—+ Black has the very 
unpleasant threat of Se8. 

A2) 12.2xd5? This cannot be good for White. 12...2xd5 13.We2 We6 14.13 2c4 15.Me3 d5 16.b3 
Zietak, K (2036) — Miton, K (2636) Warsaw 2005. 
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Position after: 16.b3 


16...2a6 17.0g3 2d6 18.41e2 0-0—+ Black has both a positional and material advantage. 


A3) 12.8e2 dxc4 13.42c3 d5 14.Ag3 We6+ 15. We2 2e7 16.xe6 fxe6 17.0-0 Ac6—+ 
Mamedjarova, T (2309) — Gurevich, D (2399) chess.com INT 2020. Black has an extra pawn and a 
two-bishop advantage. 


A4) 12.2b3 This was the continuation in a correspondence game but we can play the following 
line. 12...dxe4 13.Qe2 d5 Black has an extra pawn, and an attempt to start counterplay after 
14.4c3 gives nothing to White after the following moves. 14...d4 15.Ad5 Wg6! 16.Ac7+ &d8 
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Position after: 16...&d8 


A4.1) 17.Axa8 Wxg2—+ 18.2f1 2a6 19.8a5+ &e7 20.22 g6! 21.el Bh6+ 22.hc2 €3! 
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Position after: 22...e3! 


23.Wd2 [23.Ac7 We4+ 24.8c1 exf2+—+ White loses immediately.] 23...Wxa8 24.fxe3 We4+ 
25.d1 &xe3—+ White’s position is completely lost. 

A4.2) 17.2f4 Ad7 18.Wd2 Bc8 19.Ad5 Wa6—+ Pitkaenen, J (2437) — Destruels Moreno, F (2313) 
ICCF email 2010. The king on d8 feels safe. Black has an extra pawn, and the white king in the 
center is also not comfortable — if he goes to the queenside, then Black will be able to develop an 
attack on him there. 


B) 11.dxe6? This only helps Black. 11...fxe6 
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Position after: 11...fxe6 


B1) 12.%h5+? This may seem good. However, White’s position is lost after the following. 12...g6 
13.Wes5 Axd2 14.Wxh8 Wxb2 15.hd1 Axc4 16.Age2 2xg?2 17.Bg1 2F3 
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Position after: 17... 23 


18.Wxh7 De5 19.ef1 Bxa2—+ Grigaitis, T— Malmstroem, J IECC email 1996. 


B2) 12.0f3 Axd2 13.Wxd2 2xf3 14.gxf3 Ac6 15.0-0 [15.0-0-0 Ad44] 15...ad4—+ De Oliveira, L 
— Noritsyn, N (2381) ICC INT 2009. White has a sad position; his pawn structure is damaged and 
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the knight on d4 is very strong. 


B3) 12.Axe4 Sxe4 13.063 [13.Wh5+ 296 14.Wf3 Ac6 15.He2 d5 16.2d3 &xd3 17.Wixd3 Ferrari, 
J (2040) — Wachinger, G (2300) Wattens 1994. 
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Position after: 17.xd3 


17...Wxb2 18.0-0 2d6—+ Black has an extra pawn and active pieces.] 13...2e7 14.0-0 Arlandi, E 
(2438) — Caposciutti, M (2301) Palermo 2007. 


oe Es 


Position after: 14.0-0 
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14...0-0 15.&%b3 Yxb3 16.2xb3 “c6 17.2d1 2f6—+ Due to the strong pressure on the queenside 
pawns, White’s position is difficult. 


C) 11.Age2?! 4f6 It is not easy for White to prove sufficient compensation for the pawn as the 
following example shows. 
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Position after: 11...0f6 


C1) 12.dxe6 This move is possible, but it is strategically harmless, since White gives up the strong 
d5-pawn, which has provided White with some advantage in space, and the bishop on b7 now 
presses unpleasantly along the light diagonal. 12...fxe6 13.0-0 2e7 14.225 Agdestein, S (2575) — 
Gurevich, D (2507) ICC INT 2006. 
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Position after: 14. &¢5 


[14.A¢3 Ac6 15.2f4 Ruckschloss, K (2240) — Hudoba, O Slovakia 1995. 15...W/b4! 16.We2 @a5— 
+ White loses material.] 14...Ac6 15.a4 Ae5 16.2b5 0-0 17.Ag3 BF7 18.2h1 Ac6 19.f3 d5F 
Black’s position is preferable due to his better control over the center. 


C2) 12.4£4!? Apparently the lesser evil. 12...8a6 13.0-0 Ac7 14.8e1 Be7 
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Position after: 14... 8e7 


15.b3?! [15.dxe6!?N This deserves attention. 15...fxe6 16.b3 0-0 17.8c1 Sf700 Play is unclear, but 
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Black’s chances are quite decent.] 15...exd5 16.2d3 Nikolic, S — Vaisser, A (2525) Forli 1989. 
16...806 17.8e5 &f8 18.2el Wb8 19.a4 Ae6F White has some compensation for the lost pawn due 
to the unfortunate position of the black king, but this is not enough for equality. 


11...Axc3 
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Position after: 11... Axc3 
Now the critical point has arrived. 
12.2xc3?! 


This move is natural and indeed, what could be more logical than this move, since White puts the 
bishop on the long dark diagonal — however, it is a dubious move. 


12.bxc3!?N Less logical, but interesting, opening up the b-file. 12...exd5 13.2b1 We6+ 14.2¢3 dxc4 
15.8xb7 2e7 16.4%b1 0-0 17.0-0 Bd8 18.8el Wd6c0 
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Position after: 18...Wid6 


Thanks to better development and some disharmony among the black pieces, White has compensation 
for the pawn, but nothing more, so the position looks unclear under human assessment. However, I 
also believe that Black can boldly look into the future, since he has an extra pawn, and White’s a2- 
and c3-pawns are weak. 


12...exd5 13.2xd5 &xd5 14.Wxd5 We6+! 


With this move, Black wants to improve his pawn structure in the center. 


Position after: 14...We6+! 
15.8 xe6+ 


15.W4e5?! Ac6 16.%e3 Dambacher, M (2496) — Van Haastert, E (2430) Netherlands 2012. 16...d5! 
Threatening d5-d4. 
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Position after: 16...d5! 


17.Ag5 Wxe3+ 18.fxe3 f6 19.Af3 £7 20.%e2 2d6 21.2hd1 &e6F 
Black’s position is slightly better due to his better pawn structure. 


15...fxe6 16.0-0 Ac6 17.23 Bg8 18.h3 
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Position after: 18.h3 


This was the position in Koegeler, A (2138) — Fernandez, J (2376) ICCF email 2015. Now the 
following move looks very natural. 


18...¢5! 19.2fel 2e7F 


The sword of Damocles hangs over White in the form of the threat of ...g4. Black’s chances are 
somewhat preferable — in future he may think about setting his central pawns in motion. 


( f) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Yb6 9.8/b3 e6 10.e4 Axed 11.dxe6 ) 
1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.e3!? 2b7! 6.Ac3 Wa5! 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Yb6 9.Wb3!? 


This is the most popular move in the Megabase. The idea behind this move is simply to protect the 
d5-pawn. 
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B) 10.2 3!? Not the most common move, but this is how the legendary Viktor Korchnoi played. 
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A) 10.2c4 See the line with 9.2c4 e6 10.{%/b3 discussed in subchapter (c). 
10...axd5 


With this move, Black wants to activate the bishop on b7. 


Position after: 9.¥4b3!? 


9...e6! 
10.e4 
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Position after: 10...0xd5 


B1) 11.4 a4?! Wa7 12.0-0 Ac7! 13.Ac3 Be7 14.e4 0-0 15.a4 Gatto— Rovchakov, V (2072) LSS 
email 2012. Now it is best for Black to play as follows. 15...d5!N 16.exd5 @xb5 17.Axb5 &xd5 


18.W%xd5 exd5 19.Axa7 Exa7 


Black is somewhat better, since the a4- and b2- pawns are 


rr 


vulnerable, while the d5- and c5- pawns control the center and are not weaknesses. 


B2) 11.0-0 2e7 
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Position after: 11...8e7 
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B2.1) 12.4a4 This one-off attack is not really dangerous and the knight on the edge of the board 
is unfortunate. 12...%a7 13.@e5 0-0 14.4c3 d6 15.4\c4 Charkhalashvili, I (2324) — Haast, A 
(2255) Warsaw 2012. White’s pieces are not harmoniously positioned on the queenside and the 
next move asks White a question. 15...@\c7! 16.e4 d5 17.exd5 exd5 18.8e5 2d6 19.Sfel c4t 
Black has the initiative. 


B2.2) 12.e4?! White is not ready for active play in the center. 12...Axc3 13.2xc3 2xe4 
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Position after: 13... 2xe4 


14.2x¢97? [14.He5 0-0 15.Axd7 Axd7 16.2xd7 The material is equally divided, but after 
16...&%xb3 17.axb3 £d5+ White has serious problems with the b3-pawn.] 14...2g8 15.2e5 c4! 
16.W/e3 Now Black has a simple way to gain a great advantage. [16.2xc4?? Black’s idea is shown 
in this variation. 16...&%xb3 17.axb3 2xf3 18.2xa8 Exg2+ 19.Gh1 Bg3#] 16...Wxe3! 
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Position after: 16...Wixe3! 


17.fxe3 &xf3 18.2xf3 Bg5 19.2xb8 Exb5 20.2f4 2xb2—+ White’s position is difficult and 
objectively lost. 

B2.3) 12.4xd5! The best move. 12...2xd5 13.2c4 Wxb3 14.axb3 Exal 15.8xal f6 16.2xd5 exd5 
17.b4! White needs to act decisively. If Black is given time, then he will consolidate and the 
position will be somewhat preferable for him. 17...cxb4 18.8a4 
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Position after: 18.2a4 
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Here the players agreed to a draw in Catarineu Rabell, M (1976) — Satici, A (2302) ICCF email 
2008. For example, the following line is possible. 18...2c6 19.Ba8+ 2d8 20.2a4 2e7 21.8a8+ 
2d8= A repetition of position and a draw follows. 


10...Axe4! 


An excellent tactical blow after which complications begin. 


Position after: 10...®xe4! 


11.dxe6?! 


In many positions this move only plays into Black’s hand, since it opens up the diagonal of the bishop 
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on b7. Instead, 11.@xe4 is analyzed in the next subchapter. 


11.0-0-0?! Voracek, Z (2058) — Satransky, J (2275) Rakovnik 2014. It’s not easy to find the strongest 
move here. 11...2a5!N The idea behind this move is to induce a debilitating a2-a4. 12.a4 @xf2 
13.43 [13.8e1? This doesn’t work now due to: 13...Ad3+—+.] 13...axh1 14.8xhl 2e7+ White’s 
compensation is not enough for equality. 


11...fxe6 
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Position after: 11...fxe6 
12.4xe4 


It is more intelligent to play this. 12.0-0-0? This alternative is too optimistic. Black has several 
promising options. 12...c4!! The strongest move. 13.W/xc4 [If 13.2xc4 Wxb3 14.2xb3 @xd2 15.8xd2 
&xg2—+ White loses a rook.] 13...Axd2 14.&xd2 2xg2—+ White simply loses the rook without any 
compensation for it. 


12...2xe4 13.0f3 2c6 14.2.c4 Wxb3 15.2xb3 
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Position after: 15.2xb3 
This was seen in Revnivyh, G— Lazarev, V Naberezhnye Chelny 1988. 
15...2e7 16.04 2f6+ 


Nevertheless, Black is clearly better due to his pleasant initiative on the queenside. White’s a4- and 
b2-pawns are weak. 


( g) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.4b3 e6 10.c4 Axed 11.Axe4 ) 


ra 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.e3!? 2b7! 6.Ac3 WaS! 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.8/b3!? e6! 
10.e4 Axe4! 11.Axe4 
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Position after: 11.axe4 

The most natural continuation. 

11...2xd5 12.4%d3 Wb7! 

The strongest move in my opinion. Black is pressing along the long light diagonal and wants to play 


c5-c4 with a further d7-d5. The position of the queen on b7 blocks the back rank from checks. 


12...£5!? In practice, Black has played this move most often. 13.Ag3 &xg2 14.A1e2 &xh1 15.@xh1 
Be7 16.Ahg3 0-0 17.a400 It is difficult to assess the position that has arisen. For two minor pieces, 
Black has a rook and two pawns, and if he advances his central pawns, then White may find himself 
in a dangerous situation. On the other hand, White has a dangerous a-pawn and two strong bishops, so 
the assessment is extremely unclear. 
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13.f3 


13.g3? &xe2 14.3 Be7 15.Wed Wxe4+ 16.A0xe4 Boehm, U (2310) — Gupta, M Dortmund 1986. 
16...2xh1—+ Black has a winning position. 


13...c4! 
Without this move Black would have been left without a piece, but now he is gaining back the piece. 


14.2xc4 &xc4 15.fxc4 d5 
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Position after: 15...d5 
16.%c2 


From here the queen controls the e4- square. This is the most popular move, but there are other 
alternatives. 


A) 16.%d4!? An interesting continuation. The queen in the center of the board controls many 
squares, but here she can get hit. 16...dxe4 


Al) 17.a3 To prevent the pawn from hanging on a2, White simply removes it from the battle, as in 
Smyth, S (1933) — Bruce, R (1883) ICCF email 2016. Now it is natural to play the following. 
17...exf3!N 18.2)xf3 @d7¥ White cannot castle short because of &c5; there is also the threat of 
&\d7-c5 hanging in the air. 


A2) 17.a4 This has been seen in correspondence games. 
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Position after: 17.a4 


With this move White emphasizes that the a-pawn is passed, in Nett, P (1327) — Ringel, G (1391) 
IECG email 2001. I suggest an improvement here. 17...Ad7!N 18.W/xe4 Wa7! This is Black’s idea 
— he donates a pawn and plays for compensation. He has active pieces and the white king cannot 
castle. 19.Ae2 2c5 20.Wg4 0-0 21.2h6 96 22.2xf8 Exf8x Black has excellent compensation for 
the exchange and the pawn, since the white king is stuck in the center, and the black pieces are 
about to start jumping. 


B) 16.4c5?! Wc6! 17.Wc3 Wxc5 18.0e2 Ad7 19.a3 Be7 20.8c1 0-0 21.44? Horvath, C (2210) — 
Ivan, A (2296) Hungary 2005. 21...&fb8—+ Black’s has a won position. 


16...dxe4 


Now White is faced with a most important decision. White can hit the e4-pawn or he can ignore it. It 
is not so easy to find an optimal continuation here — there are several continuations which are all 
roughly equivalent. 


Position after: 16...dxe4 


17.fxe4?! 
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This most common move can be considered an inaccuracy. On the other hand, White’s desire to 
remain with a “healthy extra pawn” is understandable, and it is not so easy to understand what 
difficulties White may have. Let’s look at other possibilities as well. 


A) 17.¥/xe4?! This is the second most popular move and is just as dubious. It is surprising that the 
two most popular moves are inaccuracies. 17...%/xb2 


Ss oe 


Position after: 17...Wixb2 


Al) 18.4xa8? Wxal+ 19.8e2 2d6 20.Wa4+ &e7 21.%c2 Lumsden, J — Drysdale, G ICCF corr 
1986. 21...Ad7 22.g3 Ha8—+ White has not had time to introduce the h1-rook into the game, the 
a2-pawn is lost, and his king is in a dangerous position. 


A2) 18.2b1 Wxa2 
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Position after: 18...Wixa2 


A2.1) 19.e2 White is best off just finishing development. 19...f5 20.%d3 Santos, J (2380) — 
Koch, J (2460) Manila 1992. 20...&£7 21.0-0 8e7 22.2b4 Wa7+ 23.@h1 Bd8F Black has an extra 
pawn, but the e6-pawn is weak and the pawns are on the same flank. White has good chances for 
a draw, but only if Black pushes for victory. 

A2.2) 19.2c3?! White neglects his development. 19...2c5! 20.2x¢7? Al Khateeb, A (2320) — 
Surjadnji, A (2440) Decin 1997. 20...f5! Now this leads to a big advantage. 21.%b7 @d7! 
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Qd7! 
develops with decisive activity for his pieces.] 22...Wf2+ 23.2d1 &a2—+ Black has a decisive 


attack on the white king. 


22.2xh8 [22.He2 Ha7 23.Wb3 Bg8 24.Wxa2 Bxa2—+ White loses the g2-pawn and Black 
B) 17.2c1!? Dd7! 


Position after: 21... 


B1) 18.fxe4? 2c5! Now the white king is stuck in the center — this is White’s main problem. 19.a3 
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Position after: 17...0d7! 


Tihonov, J (2230) — Vescovi, G (2430) Szeged 1994. 19...0-0 20.2c3 Bfc8 21.Ae2 2e3 22.2d1 
4\e5—+ White’s position is extremely unpleasant. 


B2) 18.Wxe4 Wxe4+ 19.fxe4 Ac5 20.He2 Axe4 21.Af3 Meyer, K — Krempel, T Germany 1991. 
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Position after: 21. Af3 


White is not greedy and does not attempt to win a pawn, but develops his pieces instead. 21...2d6 
22.a4 e700 


17...0d7! 
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Position after: 17...0d7! 
Now the bishop goes to c5 and White will not be able to castle. 
18.4e2 


A) 18.Af3 2c5 19.8c3 0-0 20.%e2 Sethuraman, S (2529) — Valden, P (2201) Vrachati 2011. 20...f5! 
21.exf5 Bxf5 22.khel @f6—+ White has serious problems with an unsafe king. 


B) 18.8c3!? Perhaps the lesser evil. 18...2c5 19.Ah3 [But not 19.2xg7?! &g8 20.2c3 He4+ when 
Black develops a powerful attack.] 19...0-0 20.0f2 
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Position after: 20.0 f2 


20...2xf2+ 21.4 xf2 Wxe4+ 22.We2 Lehto, A — Lehtioksa, J Finland 1993. 22...2\c5 23.Wxe4 Axe4F 
Black can then attack the queenside pawns and White can only play for a draw. 


18...2c5! 19.8f1 0-0 20.2f3 Bfc8 21.2c3 2b4+ 


This was played in Kotenko, G— MacLeod, D ICCF corr 1987. Black is clearly better due to White’s 
weak king. 


( h) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 {b6 9.a4 Axd5 10.Af3 e6 11.-- ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.e3!? &b7! 6.Ac3 Wa5! 7.28d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 


We have finally arrived at the most dangerous and principled continuation. 
9.a4! 
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Position after: 9.a4! 


Despite the fact that this move is only the fourth most popular, it poses the greatest danger in my 
opinion. The idea of this move is to protect the bishop in an active position. The Russian GM 
Vitiugov played this for the first time at a high level against Tseshkovsky in 2007. This move was 
also recommended in his analysis by GM Grigor Grigorov in A Modern Repertoire against the Benko 
Gambit. Having discussed this variation with many strong chess players, many believe that this 
variation “closes the book” on the Benko Gambit! The reader should study this line especially 
carefully. 


9...axd5 10.03 
10.2)xd5 &xd5 11.4f3 e6 See the line with 10.Af3 e6 11.Axd5 &xd5. 
10...e6 


Black prepares to bring the bishop to e7. Now White is at a crossroads. White has several interesting 
possibilities at his disposal. 


307 


Sie 


Position after: 10...e6 
11.Axd5!? 


We need to consider an exchange in the center. 


A) 11.a5!? Axc3! [11...2xa5?? 12.Axd5 Bxal 13.Axb6 Exd1+ 14.&xd1+— White remains with an 
extra piece.] 12.axb6 Axd1 13.8a7 [13.xa8 2xa8 14.cexd1 Bc6 15.2xc6 Axc6 16.We2 2d6 
17.203 &e7! 18.2xg7 Bb8 19.Ad2 Bxb6= Equality, as in Gibson, T (2020) — Murin, P (2343) ICCF 
email 2015.] 13...2xa7 14.bxa7 Ac6 15.2xc6 &xc6 16.&xd1 d6 17.b4 Cortigiani, M — Senzacqua, F 
(2119) ICCF email 2013. 
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Position after: 17.b4 


In this position, I prefer the following continuation. 17...@d7 18.bxc5 f6 19.Ad4 2e7 20.Axc6 
&xc6 21.cxd6 &xd6 22.2c2 Ha8 23.2al &b7 24.2d3 Bxa7 25.8xa7+ &xa7= The position is 
drawn. 


B) 11.e4!? An interesting pawn sacrifice leading to complications. 11...Axc3! 12.2xc3 2xe4 
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Position after: 12... &xe4 


13.4e5 Bolognese, L (2069) — Marchesich, G (1948) Palmanova 2018 [13.0-0!2N 13...%b7 14.Ze1 
&xf3 15.gxf3 Be7 16.f4 Ac6 17.W 2f6co Black is not worse; White needs to prove the correctness 
of the pawn sacrifice.] 13...%b7 14.Wh5 g6 15.424 &f5 16.23 £6 17.Ae4 &xe4 18.Yxe4 &f7 
19.0-0 &e7 In this position White has two powerful bishops, but Black has an extra pawn. I would 
prefer this position for Black; the engines show a score of 0.00, which does not give clarity to this 
position at all. 


C) 11.@e5!? The idea behind the move is to move the knight to the queenside, where it can help the 
passed a-pawn . 11...W%{/c7!N 12.8c4 Ab6 13.0-0 Se7 14.24 0-0 
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Position after: 14...0-0 


15.Axb6 Wxb6 16.a5 Wc7 17.Ha4 £5 18.We2 Ac6 19.Ab6 Had8 20.83 d500 Black has a powerful 
pawn center; if this starts advancing in the future, White would be in an unenviable position. 


11...2xd5 12.2c3 Wb7 
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Position after: 12...¥{b7 


13.0-0 
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13.De5!? Be7 14.13 Bh4+ 15.23 BF6 16.0-0 Guliev, S (2486) — Shinkevich, V (2444) Nizhnij 
Novgorod 1999. Now I like the next move. 16...2xe5! 17.2xe5 f6 18.2c3 &c6 19.We2 d5 20.b4 cxb4 
21.8xb4 &f7= There is roughly equal play. 


13...2e7! 
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Position after: 13...8e7! 


A critical position of the variation has arisen. White cannot capture on g7 because of ...&g8 with 
serious problems because of the open g-file. 


14.%e2!? 


A useful move. White connects his rooks and can plan e3-e4 in the future. 


A) 14.8e1 0-0 15.4e5 Petkov, V (2527) — Odeev, H (2428) Cesme 2014. 15...d6!N It’s worth 
playing this here. 16.0 c4 f5 17.f3 2xc4 18.8xc4 d5 19.2b5 @c6co Thanks to Black’s strong pawn 
center, this compensates for the advantage of White’s two bishops. 


B) 14.4e1!? The idea of this move is to play “g4 and try to build on the kingside’s strength. 14...0- 
0 15.W 24 f6 16.Af3 a6 17.8fcl Portisch, L (2605) — Nogueiras Santiago, J (2570) Reggio Emilia 
1986. 
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Position after: 17. 2fcl 


[17.Ad2!? 2c6 18.2xc6 Wxc6 19.e4 Ac7 20.b3 d5 21.exd5 exd5o0 Estremera Panos, S (2430) — 
Candela Perez, J (2345) Orense 1997. Black is not worse. ] 

The famous grandmaster Portisch chose such an arrangement of pieces for White. He was called the 
“Hungarian Botvinnik” for his subtle positional flair. Here I recommend an improvement for Black. 
17...2£7!N 18.h4 ®c7 19.2d3 2c6 20.h5 2d6 21.h6 Ad5e The position is very difficult and 
unclear. In a practical game, the players can play for any of the three results. I prefer Black here 
because of the powerful knight in the center. 


14...0-0 15.4e5! 
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Position after: 15.@e5! 

This was seen in Dambacher, M (2490) — Zaragatski, I (2461) Germany 2016. 
15...2f6!N 

15...2x92? 16.We4 2xfl 17.Ac6!+ White has a dangerous attack. 


16.8fd1 We7 17.Af3 &xc3 18.bxc3 2b7 19.e4 Bd8 20.e5 Ac6 21.8d6 Ae7 22.Had1 2c6! 23.Ag5 hé 
24.4 
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Position after: 24.Ae4 


White seems to have succeeded as he has serious pressure on the d-file, but after the following precise 
sequence of moves, Black has enough compensation for equality. 


24...c4! 25.Wxc4 Af5 26.826d3 Bdc8 27.2xc6 Wxc6 28.Wxc6 Bxc6 29.8xd7 Bxa4e 
It is difficult for White to keep the extra pawn due to the weakness of the c3- and e5-pawns. 


f i) 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6 9.a4 Dxd5 10.f3 e6 11.0-0 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.e3!? 2b7! 6.Ac3 Wa5! 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Yb6 9.a4! Axd5 
10.Af3 e6 11.0-0 


The most natural continuation. White finishes development, but he has other playable possibilities. 
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Position after: 11.0-0 
11...ab4! 


I prefer this move to the more popular 11...2e7. The knight on b4 is ideal. It puts pressure on the 
central squares, although Black is somewhat behind in development. Black’s main task is to complete 
development. 


12.e4! 


This move is the most dangerous. White’s idea is to enable the dark-squared bishop to move to f4. 
Furthermore, the pawn on e4 takes aim at the e5-square, and the black d7-pawn 1s now backward and 


314 


weak. Other moves for White do not pose any serious danger. 


12.Ne5 Wic7 13.Wh5 96 14.Wg5 297 15.4c4 0-0 16.e4 Ad3 17.a5 Laghetti, G (2472) — Masek, J 
(2414) ICCF email 2017. Now I like the next continuation. 17...ac6 18.A0b6 &xa5 19.2xa5 Wxb6! 
20.Aa4 Wc7 21.2xc6 Wxc6 Black has excellent compensation for the exchange, with the following 
further possible moves. 22.4)xc5 h6 23.Wfe3 @xc5 24.Exc5 Wxe4 25.Wxed &xe4 
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Position after: 25... 2xe4 


Black has a pawn, a strong center, and the bishop pair for the exchange. 26.b4 2b8 27.2fcl 2c6 
28.2b1 2e4 29.Bbcl 2c6= Black has enough compensation to achieve equality. 


12...A8c6 13.2f4 2e7 


Black is about to solve the problem of development — he only has to castle short, but for this he needs 
to solve the problem of the undefended d7-pawn first. 
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Position after: 13...8e7 
14.45! 
An active and dangerous move. White immediately threatens the d7-pawn and is not averse to 
exchanging Black’s defender, the c6-knight. 
14.2d6!? It is worth considering this move. 14...%d8 
A) 15.e5 0-0 16.e4 @d4! 17.Axc5? 


"f ttf tt; 
4 
“4 
Z 
ZC 


(ree: 


YN; L, Z 7 
CUEG YW Wy YEX, 
i gugre | 
d f 


a bec 


316 


Position after: 17.Axc5? 


A serious mistake after which White’s position deteriorates sharply. [17.0xd4!? &xe4 18.He2 2d5 
19.2xe7 Wxe7 20.Ac3 Bfd8oo Black has no problems.] 17...0x3+ 18.¢xf3 &2xd6 19.2xb7 Wg5+ 
20.ceh1 &xe5 21.21 Krzywda, A (2247) — Strybuk, A (2106) Vilnius 2018. 21...Wf4 22.%92 Bfc8— 
+ Black has a decisive advantage. 


B) 15.%e5!? It is important to consider this move, as in Godzwon, I (2323) — Strybuk, A (2172) 
Krakow 2019. Now I recommend an improvement. 15...@\xe5!N 16.2xe5 0-0! 


Position after: 16...0-0! 


*s ir 


Y 242 


A* 


a 


mem : 
a a: 


ey: 


Ly 


Ma 
a atnte 


oS RN PGT el ove 


“hes 


a 


17.2xd7 [17.Wxd7 Wxd7 18.2xd7 This solves all of Black’s problems. 18...4d3!= Black wins back 
the pawn and chances are equal.] 17...c4! Threatening Ad3. 18.94 25! 19.2b5 Ad3 20.223 Wd4 
Defending the c4-pawn and threatening ...f5 or ...Axb2. 21.W/e2 h5! 22.Wixh5 Axb2 23.8acl Ad3 


24.8c2 Sfc8 
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Position after: 24...&fc& 


It is difficult for White to defend the e4-pawn, as on 25.“4e2, Black will follow with 25...2b4&. 
Black has sufficient compensation for equality due to the weakness of the e4-pawn. 


14...Was! 


The queen has nothing to do on b6, but the d7-pawn needs help. 
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Position after: 14...Wd8! 
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15.Wg4 


A most unpleasant move against Black. White connects the queen to the attack. 


15.a5!? Another continuation is to use the passed pawn. 15...Axe5 16.2xe5 0-0! 
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Position after: 16...0-0! 


By sacrificing a pawn, Black gets excellent active play. 17.&%xd7 [17.&xd7 &xa5 18.Wg4 96 19.Bad1 
2a6 20.Ab5 Hal! 21.Bxal Wxd7 22.Exa6 @xa6 23.We2 Rd8 24.Bal “b4= The position is 
approximately balanced.] 17...Wxd7 18.2xd7 Ac2! 19.Ba4 Ad4! 
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Position after: 19...0d4! 


20.8fal [20.2d1 Bfd8 21.2xd4 Exd7 22.2e3 Bxd1+ 23.Axd1 2c6 24.443 2xe4=] 20...Ab3 21.21a2 
cel 22.82a3 Bab 23.2b5 c4! 24.8al “d3 25.2xa6 Bxa6 26.8d4 Axb2= The position is equal, as in 
Salonen, J (2144) — Birgisson, I (2101) ICCF email 2016. 


15...0-0 
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Position after: 15...0-0 
16.8ad1 


16.8fd1!2N Nobody has played this logical move in practice before. 16...d6 17.2xc6 “xc6 18.Axc6 
2xc6 19.We3 2h4! 20.We3 Be7 21.2xd6 2xd6 22.e5 White seems to have had great success, but 
Black now plays the following. 22...4a5! The idea of the move is to send the queen to a8 with 
pressure along the long light-squared diagonal a8-h1 and along the a-file. 
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Wxb2+= There is no problem even in this case.] 25...2b3 26.2xa5 Wxa5 27.0e4 Wc7oo The bishop 


is not worse than the knight. Black’s position is fine. 
B) 23.exd6 Wa8! 24.13 2xa4 25.Axa4 Exa4 26.Bacl c4! 27. Wicd Bd8 28.2xc4 Ba5 29. b6 Zab 


30.Wic5 Bas 


A) 23.2xd6 Wa8! 24.f3 &xa4 25.Wd2 [25.Axa4 EBxa4 26.Exa4 Wxa4 27.Wixc5 Wal+ 28.2f2 


Position after: 22...Ba5! 


Position after: 30...8a5 


31.8b4 [31.%e3 Bd5!= Black immediately equalizes with this move.] 31...W%a7+ 32.2f1 Wa6 
33.6f2 Bb5 34.%c3 h6 35.2e4 g5!= Black is fine. 


16...d6 17.Axc6 Axc6 18.2xc6 &xc6 
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Position after: 18...2xc6 
19.8d3? 


19.Wg3! 2xa4 20.2h6 96! 21.2xf8 &xf8 22.Hd2 Bc6x There is excellent compensation for the 
exchange due to the two strong bishops. White’s e4- pawn and particularly the b2-pawn are weak. 


19...f5! 20.exf5 Bxf5 21.8e1 
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Position after: 21.8e1 


This was played in Olsen, F (2335) — Bekasovs, R (2182) Konya 2018. 
21...h5! 22.%93 h4 23.494 Wis—+t 

White’s position becomes hopeless, for example after the following sequence. 
24.2e3 Wi7 25.h3 Bb8 


With the threats against the b2-pawn and the invasion of the rook on b4, White’s position is very 
difficult. 


Conclusion 

We have now reviewed the chapter on the “Modern 5.e3 Variation”. This variation is considered 
fundamental — many engines consider this move to be one of the strongest, so the reader should 
especially pay attention to this continuation. 


The key line is 5.e3 2b7 6.Ac3 Wa5 7.2d2 axb5 8.2xb5 Wb6, after which White has many options, 
the most popular being 9.4%b3. However, after 9...e6 Black gets comfortable play and in my opinion 
the most dangerous variation is 9.a4! in order to support the bishop on b5, so as to reduce the pressure 
from the b-file. In this situation, I suggest playing 9...axd5 10.4£3 e6 11.0-0 and now 11...@b4!. 
Black places the knight on b4 from where he puts pressure on the central squares. The disadvantage 
of the position is that Black is a little behind in development. However, as shown in the variations, in 
some cases Black solves this shortcoming with the help of the d7-pawn sacrifice, receiving 
compensation in the form of two bishops, or alternatively, he sacrifices the exchange in order to get a 
satisfactory position. 
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Part II 
White Accepts Taking on a6 


Chapter 5 
Rare Lines — After 6.c3 26 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 26 


Chapter Guide 


Chapter 5 — Rare Lines After 6.Ac3 26 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xab6 6.4c3 26 

a) 7.f4 

b) 7.AB 2g7 8.-- 

c) 7.e4 &xfl 8.2xfl d6 9.-- & 9.f4 

d) 7.c4 &xfl 8.xexfl d6 9.24 7 10.%92 Dab 11.-- & 11.3 

e) 7.c4 &xfl 8.2xfl dé 9.24 287 10.&g2 Aa6 11.5 

f) 7.e4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.Age2 2e7 10.h3 0-0 11.2g1 e6 12.%2h2 
g) 7.c4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.Age2 297 10.h3 0-0 11.g1 e6 12.dxe6 


(a) 7.f4 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 
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Finally, we arrive at the variations where Black truly accepts the gambit. This is clearly the most 
common move. 


5...2xa6 


In this chapter we will look at White’s rare lines. Although they do not come across as often as the 
main lines, it is nevertheless useful to have knowledge of how to play against such rare lines. 


6.Ac3 g6! 


I recommend starting with this move, because occasionally, Black can abandon the standard d7-d6. It 
is best for Black to bring the bishop to g7 where it will be actively located on the long dark diagonal. 


7.f4!? 
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Position after: 7.f4!? 


In principle, White plans to play e4 and this is not dangerous; however, it is not a bad idea to prevent 
this plan now. 


7...Wa5! 
So far, temporarily, White cannot play e4 because of the pin on the c3-knight. 
8.2d2 297 9.Af3 


A) 9.d6?! This is too direct, as in Vinas Racionero, J — Spassov, L (2450) Berga 1995. Black could 
have just hit the pawn. 9...exd6!N 10.ad5 Wd8 11.2c3 0-0 
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Position after: 11...0-0 


Al) 12.®xf6+ 2xf6 This greedy move leads to even bigger problems. 13.%/xd6? 2xc3+ 14.bxc3 
Was5 15.Wd2 d5 16.e3 &xfl 17.&xfl Ad7 18.a4 Af6F Black clearly has the best play due to his 
better pawn structure. Black also has an excellent outpost on e4 for the knight and White’s king is 
in an unfortunate position, preventing the hl-rook from entering the game. Black’s position is 
close to a decisive advantage. 


A2) 12.08 Axd5 13.Wxd5 2xc3+ 14.bxc3 Wf6! 15.Wd2 2b7 16.a4 Ac6 17.e3 Aa5t Black has a 
pleasant initiative. White is lagging behind in development — the e3-pawn is backward, and 
White’s pawn structure is not great. Of course, it is pleasant to play this position as Black. 


B) 9.e4 White can continue his plan to occupy the center with pawns. 9...2xfl 10.&xfl d6 11.Af3 
0-0 12.g3 Tesan, M — Differ, C Etang Sale 2000. Here, there are some decent continuations in this 
position, but I like the following. 12...Aa6N 13.a3 2fb8 14.2b1 Ac7 15.g2 Ad7 16.Zel Wb6 
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Position after: 16...V{b6 


17.e5 [If 17.Wc2 then 17...W/b3% Black has a standard «Benko» compensation due to pressure on the 
queenside.] 17...%b72 Black organizes counterplay against the weak d5-pawn and White always 
needs to keep an eye on the b2- pawn. 


9... b4! 10.%c2 0-0 
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Position after: 10...0-0 


o2/ 


11.8d1 


11.e4N 11...8xfl 12.&xfl Aa6 13.a3 [13.g3 If White wants to secure the king then this may lead to 
the following. 13...W%/c4+ 14.92 Ab4t Black has a pleasant initiative.] 13...&%b7 14.93 
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Position after: 14.3 


14...2fb8 15.2b1 c4! 16.@g2 Ac5 17.SBhel d6 18.2e3 Ad3 19.8e2 Waboo Black is not worse thanks 
to the powerful knight on d3 and the pressure on the b2-pawn. 


11...d6 12.e4 2xfl 13.2xfl Da6 14.23 Wb7 15.2c1 
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Position after: 15.&c1 

This was played in Murey, J (2545) — Hodgson, J (2525) London 1988. Now the following is logical. 
15...c4! 16.e5 

16.2f2 Ac5 17.g1 Ad3F Black has a pleasant position. 


16...Ad7 17.We2 Zac8 18.2f2 Aacd 19.Yixcd Yb6 20.Wb5 Aed+ 21.kLel 
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Position after: 21.e1 
21...Axc3 22.Wxb6 Axb6 23.bxc3 Bxc3 24.2b2 Bb3 25.8f2 Ac4d= 
Black has no problems; the a3-pawn is eliminated and the material balance is restored. 


( b) 7.Af3 2g7 8.-- ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 g6! 7.Af3 
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Position after: 7. Af3 


This move is still standard and is found in many games. But once again, we will only focus on the 
sidelines for White. 


7...227 8.Dd2 


Not the most popular move, but it contains a specific idea: to play e2-e4 and after exchanging the 
light-squared bishops, put the knight on c4. 


8.d6?! White wants to get the better position after destroying Black’s pawn structure. However he 
starts to lag behind in development. 8...0-0 9.3 [9.dxe7 Wixe7 10.8¢5!? We6 11.e3 &xfl 12.&xfl 
‘\c6 13.2xf6 &xf6F Next, Black plays ...&fb8. Black is somewhat better due to the unpleasant 
pressure on the queenside, and White’s king is in a bad position. ] 9...exd6 
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Position after: 9...exd6 


10.Wxd6 Leon Hoyos, M (2535) — Friedel, J (2498) Beijing 2008. An important improvement can 
now be proposed. 10...2e8!N 11.Wxc5 [11.2g2 2f8 12.Wd1 d5 13.0-0 d4 14.4)xd4 cxd4 15.2xa8 
Abd7 16.2£3 dxc3 17.bxc3 Wic8t Thanks to his active pieces, Black has the initiative.] 11...d5 White 
is far behind in development. 12.2f4 d4! 
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Position after: 12...d4! 


13.0xd4 [13.Wxd4 Was 14.Wa4 Wxa4 15.0xa4 2b7 16.0b6 Za6 17.2e3 Hxe3 18.fxe3 Exb6+ Only 
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Black plays to win here.] 13...2f8 14.%c7 &xd4+ White has compensation for the piece in the form 
of three pawns, but he is lagging behind in development and the black pieces are very active. 


8...0-0 9.e4 2xfl 
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Position after: 9... &xf1 
10.Axfl 


White takes the time to play “e3 and then castle without any problems. 


10.%xfl1!? Just as interesting. 10...d6 White can first secure his king, and then think about whether he 
should put his knight on c4 or not. 11.g3!? Abd7 12.%2g¢2 Wa5 In this critical position, we will 
consider the following suggestions. 


Position after: 12...Wa5 


A) 13.a4 The standard move. 13...2\b6 14.£a3 Now Black can play according to the natural plan for 
such positions with ...Afd7, ...2fb8, ...W%b4 and ...c4. 14...Afd7 15.Wc2 Bfb8 16.Ad1 Yb4 17.b3 c4! 
18.Axc4 ®xc4 19.Wixc4 Wxc4 20.bxc4 Ab6 
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Position after: 20... Ab6 


Yes, White has two extra pawns, but they are too weak, so Black can easily destroy them. 21.c5 
dxc5 22.2f4 Ac4 23.4a2 Hb4= The a4-pawn is lost and Black has good play. 
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B) 13.Se1 &fb8 14.h3 We8! Since the exchange is profitable for Black, the knight follows the 
standard route: ...@\e8-c7-b5. 15.%c2 Ac7 16.£4?! This move only weakens the position of the white 
king. 16...Ab5 17.0xb5 
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Position after: 17. Axb5 


17...2xb5! 18.e3 Wa6 19.Af3 Bab8 20.2a3 Wxa3 21.bxa3 2xalF Black’s position is somewhat 
more promising. With two rooks, the bishop and a passed c-pawn, Black can create serious 
problems for White in the future. 


C) 13.Ac4 Wab 14.3 [14.We2 Hfb8 15.4e1 See the line with 12.el.] 14...2fb8 15.W%c2 
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Position after: 15.¥c2 


Black can play @\c5-d3 and has a comfortable position. 


00 


15...c4! Now this is strong. 16.2d1 @c5 


10...Wa5! 
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Position after: 10...Wa5! 


By activating the queen, Black creates the threat of “f6-e4 and at some point, the queen can be 


moved to b4 and a6. 


11.2d2 


A very natural continuation. 


11.4d2 It is important to consider this move. 11...d6 12.0-0 “bd7. 
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Position after: 12...@bd7 


A) 13.h3 Kuzmin, G (2520) — Averjanov, A (2398) Simferopol 2003. Here I offer a strong novelty. 
13... Oh5N 14.24 2xc3 15.gxh5 2f6 16.2c4 Wa6 17.Wc2 Bfb8t Black’s queenside initiative is 
pleasant after ...&b4 next. 


B) 13.f4!? I think this is the strongest continuation. Now nobody has played the following novelty 
before. 13...Qb6N 14.e5 With this move, White simplifies the position. [14.&%f3 White can play 
more calmly. 14...Afd7 15.2b1 c4 16.@h1 Ac5z2 Black takes the knight to d3 with counterplay. | 
14...dxe5 15.fxe5 Afd7 
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Position after: 15... Afd7 


This leads to a slightly more difficult game. [You can also hit the central pawn as follows. 
15...Afxd5 16.@xd5 @xd5 17.0c4 Wb5 18.4 xd5 Had8 19.24 Wb4 20.2d2 Bxd5 21.2xb4 cxb4= 
Play is equal.] 16.e6 2xc3 17.bxc3 Wxc3 18.Ab3 fxe6 19.dxe6 “Af6oo A complex but roughly equal 


game ensues. 


C) 13.@c4 This only leads to problems for White. 13...%a6 14.We2 Bfb8 15.8e1 Bb4! 16.0a3 Wxe2 
17.&xe2 Khasin, A (2400) — Rost van Tonningen, O (2305) Bad Liebenzell 1995. 


Position after: 17.2xe2 
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Black has achieved the desired exchange of queens, and now there is a strong move. 17...Ae5! 
18.Ac2 &b7 19.Ae3 h5 20.2b1 “d3F Black has active play. 


11...Wb4! 


Attacking the b2- and e4-pawns. 


12.%c2 Aa6! 


The idea behind the move is to send the knight along the route ...Aa6-c7-b5. 
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Position after: 12...0a6! 

13.a3 


13.8d1 Bfb8 14.2c1? [14.4b1!? Ae8 15.He3 Dd6 16.0-0 2xc3! 17.2xc3 Wxe4F Black has slightly 
better play in view of White’s somewhat vulnerable pawn structure.] 14...axe4! 
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Position after: 14...0xe4! 


15.2d3 c4 16.263 Aac5 17.Ae3 Ad3+ 18.&f1 Axc3 White surrendered in Nechaeva, M (2320) — 
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Burtasova, A (2314) Sochi 2007. 19.bxc3 If White plays this, then Black wins by playing 19...%/b1—+ 


and White loses material. 


13...Wb7 14.2b1 


Position after: 14. 2b] 
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This was seen in Sumic, D — Duarte, L (2130) Buenos Aires 2002. Here I suggest an improvement. 


14...Ac7IN 15.225 Ab5S 


Finally Black carries out a thematic transfer of the knight. 


16.Ae3 Axc3 17.bxc3 Wa6é 18.e5 


Now the battle begins in which each side has its own advantages. 


18...Ah5 19.2xe7 


19.24 Too aggressive. There is an important continuation. 19...f6! 20.g¢xh5 fxg5 21.hxg6 2xe5 
22.gxh7+ @h82 Black has active play. 


19...2fe8 20.2xc5 Bxe5 21.c4 Bc8 22.804 
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Position after: 22. 8.d4 
22...2xc4! 23.2b8+ 2f8 24.Wdl Be4 25.2b2 &c5 26.¢3 £500 
A difficult game follows, in which Black’s chances are not worse. The extra pawn is not felt at all, 


and White has problems with his king who is stuck in the center. Black has very active pieces for his 
plan to develop an initiative on the kingside, with the idea of ...f4. 


( c) 7.e4 &xfl 8.2xfl d6 9.-- & 9.f4 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.e4 
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Position after: 7.e4 


This is one of the most important moves in this position. White captures the center and is ready to 
exchange the light-squared bishops. The downside of this decision is that White needs to spend some 
time to secure his king. In modern theory, this is a real classic of the Benko Gambit; many strong 
grandmasters have chosen this continuation. This is a key sequence that deserves careful 
consideration. 


7...2xf1 8.&xfl d6 


In this position, the main plan is: g3, &g2, “f3, but in this part, we will consider a rare continuation 
first. 


9.14 


With this move, White will prepare e4-e5 at some point. This is a rather aggressive continuation, but 
it has never been popular and was used mainly by amateurs. Nevertheless, it leads to an interesting 
and difficult game. Instead, 9.¢4 and 9.%ge2 will be treated in the next subchapters. 


9.f3 This move was played for the first time at a high level by the Ukrainian grandmaster Savon 
against Vaisser in 1980, and White lost that game. The move was never popular and was occasionally 
encountered in amateur games. 9...297 10.@ge2 0-0 11.2¢3 
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Position after: 11.8.e3 


There were various moves in this position, but I can recommend one that has not been encountered in 
practice. 11...e6!N 


A) 12.g3!2 exd5 13.@\xd5 4 xd5 14.Wixd5 @d7! 
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Position after: 14...0d7! 


By sacrificing the second pawn, Black completes development and activates his pieces. 15.&%xd6 
ANe5! 16.Wxd8 Efxd8 17.2g2 Ac4 18.2xc5 Axb2 19.2f2 Bd2 20.Bael Ad3 21.Bd1 Bxe2 22.8xd3 
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Raxa2 23.8f1 2f8 24.8c3 2b4 25.8ccl g5% Black has sufficient compensation for equality due to 
his active pieces. 


B) 12.dxe6 fxe6 13.Af4 We7 14.93 5! 15.Ad3 Ag! 
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Position after: 15...0¢4! 


16.8cl c4.17.Ael Ae5 18.22 Abd7 19.h4 gxh4 20.8xh4 Ac5 21.2e3 Acd3= Thanks to the knight 
on d3, Black’s position is not worse. 


9...297 10.03 0-0 
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Position after: 10...0-0 
11.g3 


The most natural move. White wants to improve the position of his king, but there are also worthy 
alternatives. 


11.e5!? Not heeding the fact that the white king is in a bad position; this move 1s possible, although it 
looks strange. 11...afd7 12.e6 [12.h4!? dxe5 13.h5 Wb6 14.We2 Wa6 15.a4 exf4 16.2xf4 Ab6oo The 


position is complex and unclear; Black’s chances are not worse.] 12...fxe6 13.2g5 Palmero, P (2133) 
— Duarte, L (2419) San Luis 2007. 
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Position after: 13.Ag5 


Now I like the following dynamic sequence. 13...Wa5! 14.Axe6 &xc3 15.Axf8 &xf8 16.bxc3 Wxc3 
17.f5 gxf5 18.h4 Af6 19.2h3 WeSco The a2- and d5-pawns are weak and Black has excellent 
compensation for the exchange. 


11...Aa6 12.2¢2 Wb6 13.8e1 


13.We2 This has been tried in a correspondence game. 13...Ab4 14.2d1 Wa6! 15.Wxa6 Bxa6 16.a3 
4\c2 17.4a2 Pressburger, A — Hebert, J corr 1974. 
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Position after: 17.&a2 
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Now I prefer the following. 17...2fa8! 18.&d2 Ae3+ 19.2h1 Ad7 20.2e2 Ac4 21.Ad1 Zb8s% Black 
has excellent compensation due to the strong pressure along the open a- and b-files. 


13...Ad7 


Position after: 13...@d7 
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This move has not been encountered in practice, but it is useful in the sense that it protects the b2- 
pawn. 


14.e5 Alexandersson — Gunnarsson, J (2472) Reykjavik 2018. Now I recommend putting pressure on 
the weak d5-pawn. 14...W/b7! 15.23 ®b6 16.2e3 Ac7 17.W/b3 Bfb82 Black has excellent counterplay 
thanks to the pressure on the b-file and the weak d5-pawn, which must inevitably be lost. 


14...Ab4 15.Hel 2fb8 16.a3 c4! 17.2e3 Wa6 18.2d4 Dd3! 
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Position after: 18...0d3! 


19.2xg7 &xg7 20.8b1 Bb7 21.Axd3 cxd3 22.2d2 Zab8 23.Wad Wxad 24.Axa4 Ba7 25.03 Sb3 
26.8xd3 
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Position after: 26. 2xd3 

White has won two pawns, but the situation is not so simple. Black has very active pieces. 
26...2ab7 27.2f3 

27.24d2?? White cannot defend the pawn because of the simple 27...&xc3!—+. 

27...8xb2 28.8xb2 2xb2 29.d%e3 £5! 

Black has excellent compensation due to White’s poor pawn structure. 


30.exf5 gxf5 
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Position after: 30...gxf5 
31.8d2 
Or 31.a4 Ac5 32.2d2 Bb3 33.ed4 2b4+ 34.Le3 Bb3 35.ced4 Bb4+= A repetition of position ensues. 
31...8b3 32.ed4 8xa3= 


The position is equal. 


( d) 7.e4 2xfl 8.bxfl d6 9.24 2e7 10.hg2 Dao 11.-- & 11.13 
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1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.4 &xfl 8.2xfl d6 9.g4!? 
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Position after: 9.g4!? 


A rather aggressive choice. The move provides the king with the g2-square and, at some point, 
prepares to seize space on the kingside with g4-g5. This move was first encountered in the game 
Visier Segovia — Benko in 1969. This continuation is a rare guest in tournament practice. We will 
consider the more popular continuation 9.@ge2 in the last two subchapters. 


9...297 


In this critical position, the nature of subsequent play can change dramatically depending on White’s 
choice. 


10.2¢2 


The most popular continuation. 


10.g5 Immediately attacking the knight and capturing space. White also has plans of @gl-e2-g3. 
Nevertheless this gives Black a target — the g5-pawn, which can be attacked by h7-h6 in the future. 
10...Ah5 11.Age2 We8! 12.%g2 [12.A¢g3?! Bad because of the following. 12...8h3+ 13.2g1 Ad7 
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Position after: 13...0d7 


14.Axh5 gexh5 15.Wfl Wh4 16.Wg2 &xc3! 17.bxc3 Ha4t Kaminik, A (2255) — Polgar, S (2495) Israel 
1996. Black has very pleasant play because most of White’s pawns are weak.] 12...%94+ 13.093 
Df4+ 14. 2xf4 Wxf4 
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Position after: 14...Wixf4 


A) 15.41?! Wh4 16.f4 h6! 17.gxh6 2xh6 18.Ace2 @d7 19.Wf1 Salus, S (2237) — Adrian, C (2294) 
France 1999. 19...g5! Now this is very strong, with the idea of releasing the e5- square for the black 
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Position after: 19...¢5! 


20.Af5 Wed+ 21.2f2 exf4 22.291 Wh5 23.We2 d8 24.Wed Wxh2+ 25.We2 [25.892 Black has an 
important resource. 25...@e5!—+ Ruining White’s plans and gaining a decisive advantage. ] 
25...822¢5!—+ Black has an extra pawn and an attack on the white king. 


B) 15.h4! 
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Position after: 15.h4! 
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This is more logical in my view. Now I can recommend a novelty that I haven’t seen in practice yet. 
15...2xc3!N The idea behind this move is that by giving up the bishop, Black weakens White’s 
pawn structure. 16.bxc3 Ad7 17.41 [17.463 Wxf3+ 18.2xf3 Ha3 19.Bhel h6x There is sufficient 
compensation for Black.] 17...¥%xcl 18.2hxcl 8a4 19.8ab1 &d8 20.267 &c8 21.&cb1 h6= Black 
has active pieces; the white pawns on a2, c3 and e4 are weak. 


10...Aa6! 


A strong move. The idea is that in future, Black may have two plans for transferring the knight — the 
first is ...¢\c7-b5, and the second is ...Ab4, and then possibly ...c4 and ...Ad3. 
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Position after: 10...0a6! 
11.h3 


This is a more sedate sequence, and here I recommend a fresh idea. 


11.f3 Seirawan, Y (2620) — Milanovic, D (2469) Berlin 2015. This move poses no danger and then 
Black can play 11...h5!N 12.h3 [12.g5 Ad7 13.Age2 0-0 14.23 Wa5 15.Wd2 Bfb8 16.2hb1 Ac7 
17.a4 “eS Black has excellent compensation due to the pressure along the a- and b-files. The knight 
on e5 also controls the c4- and d3-squares.] 12...Ad7 13.Age2 Ab4 14.23 
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Position after: 14. 8e3 


14...hxg4 15.hxg4 &xhl 16.2xh1 Wb6 17.222 AeS& Due to his well-placed cavalry, Black has 
excellent compensation for minimal material damage. 


11...h5!N 12.95 2d7 


Here I have extensively analyzed this position. 
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Position after: 12...0d7 
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13.4 


Now Black has a strong reply. 13.@ge2 c4 14.2e3 0-0 15.Ad4 @dc5 16.Ac6 Wd7 17.We2 2xc3! 
18.bxc3 “d3 19.a4 @ac5oo 
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Position after: 19...dac5@ 


Black is not worse, since his cavalry dominates perfectly in the center. 20.2xc5?? White cannot play 
this in view of the double blow 20...af4+—++. 


13...2xc3! 14.bxc3 c4! 
Sacrificing a second pawn for the sake of active pieces. 
15.44 0-0 16.8ixc4 Wa5 17.063 Bfc8 18.44 


White has two extra pawns, but the c3- and a2-pawns are very weak. The e4- pawn can also become 
weak and Black easily attacks them. 


18...Aac5 
Threatening ...\b3. 
19.2¢3 e5! 


Black needs to hurry, otherwise he will be left without compensation. Hitting the center causes 
complications. White now has two moves. 
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Position after: 19...e5! 
20.fxe5!? 


20.dxe6 “xe6 21.!/xd6!? The most natural continuation. 21...2xc3 
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Position after: 21...&xc3 


A) 22.Wxd7? &xe3—+ Black has a strong attack. 
B) 22.Shel!? Black can include the knight in the game. 22...@\dc5! 
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B1) 23.%e5? White cannot play this move due to 23...&%a3!. Suddenly, White’s pieces (the bishop 
on e3 and the knight on f3) become vulnerable and they have no worthy defense. For example, 
after 24.f5 Exe3 25.kxe3 Wxe3 26.fxe6 Axe6—+ Black has a strong attack. 


B2) 23.a4 Wb4 24.2xc5 Exc5 25.kad1 Bc2+ 26.Lh1 Wxd6 27.2xd6 Axf4t Black’s position is 
much easier to play; White has to think about how to make a draw. 


C) 22.2d2!? This seems dangerous but Black has an only move. 22...%/b5! White needs to be careful 
in this sharp game. 23.Zhf1! This is the best protection. [23.2xc3? We2+ 24.%g3 It seems that the 
danger has passed, but with the next move Black poses unsolvable problems for White. 24...Adc5! 
Black has the terrible threat ...Axe4. 25.Ad2 We3+ 26.222 Axf4t+—+ White loses.] 23...2d3! 
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Position after: 23...8d3! 


C1) 24.47? Bxd2+ 25.Axd2 We2+ 26.2h1 [26.2f2? This loses immediately. 26...Axf4+ 27.2g3 
h4+ 28.c%xf4 Wxf2+ 29.Af3 Ac5—+ White will not be able to survive as the king is in front of the 
whole army.] 26...W/xd2 27.2ad1 We2—+ Black has an easily won position. 

C2) 24.!%b4! The best defense. 24...Axf4+ 25.2h2 Wxb4 26.2xb4 He3 27.2d6 Exe4t The “iron 
friend” says that this is equality, but now Black can create microproblems since White’s pawn 
structure is vulnerable — although it is clear that if White defends himself with the most accurate 
moves, then he holds the draw. 


20...dxe5 21.Axe5 Axe5 22.Wxe5 He§ 23.Wd4 Axed 
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Position after: 23...0xe4 


24.2hf1! 


Other moves are clearly worse. 
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A) 24.2hc1? Wc7! Unpleasantly threatening ...%93+. 25.2f2 This does not save White because the 
rook is connected to the attack. [25.d6 @xd6—+ With numerous threats, the position of the white 
king is too horrible, and Black’s advantage is massive.] 25...2e5! 26.h4 Axf2 27.Wxf2 [27.exf2 
Fae8! 28.Hc2 Be4—+] 27...ha4d—t 28.c4 Ha3 29.Hel Sf5—+ Black’s attack is decisive. 


B) 24.c4? Wic7! 25.d6 [25.2f2 This doesn’t help. 25...Axf2 26.&xf2 £a3 27.d6 Wb7! 
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Position after: 27...W{b7! 


28.2h2 £f3+ 29.621 293+ 30.hf1 WF3+ 31.82 Wd3+—+ White must give up the queen.] 
25...0xd6 26.2hel Axc4 27.2f4 Wic6+—+ Black’s attack should lead to victory. 


24...Wixc3 25.Wxc3 Axc3 26.2.d4 Axd5= 
The material is equal and the position is approximately equal. 
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( e) 7.e4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.04 297 10.2g2 Aa6 11.¢5 | 
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1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 26 7.e4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.g4!? 2g7 10.&g2 
4a6! 11.25 


White begins to develop an initiative on the kingside. 
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Position after: 11.g5 
11...0d7 


In my opinion, this is the most natural and human-like solution. 


11...Ah5!? However, I also considered this other possibility. With this move Black prevents any 
attempt by White to start activity on the kingside after h4-h5. 12.@)ge2 Usachyi, V (2290) — 
Guidarelli, L (1770) Val Thorens 1994. [12.£4?! This is too aggressive. 12...%d7 13.0h3 c4 14.2f1 
&\c5 15.f5 0-0s Black has excellent compensation due to the powerful bishop on g7 and control over 
the d3-square, as well as the potentially weak pawns on b2 and e4.] In this position, I recommend an 
improvement. 12...Ab4!N 13.43 It would seem that White has made great progress, since Black has 
problems with the knight on h5. However, Black can play the following. 13...c4!! 
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Position after: 13...c4!! 


A) 14.Ace2 @d3 15.Axh5 gxh5 16.43 Now there is an almost forced variation that leads to 
confusing positions. 16...h4 17.Af5 h3+ 18.%g3 Be5+ 19.f4 e6! 
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Position after: 19...e6! 


20.fxe5 exf5 21.8f1 fxe4 22.e6 0-000 A completely unclear position has arisen where I prefer Black, 
since he has a strong knight on d3 and White has an unsafe king. 


B) 14.4xh5 gxh5 Black sacrifices a pawn, but has great play on the dark squares, with the knight 
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coming to d3, and the queen to a5. The position is balanced and highly complicated. 


Position after: 11...0d7 
12.h4 


White wants to play h4-h5 trying to get some play along the h-file. 


A) 12.4ge2 It is strange that no one has played the next move before, which is the most natural and 
logical continuation. 12...c4!N 13.2e3 Ab4 14.2d4 &xd4 15.Y/xd4 0-0 16.Wxec4 
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Position after: 16.xc4 
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A position has arisen in which White has two extra pawns, but it is not so simple. Black’s pieces are 
dangerous, and it is possible for him to play the following. 16...2b8! The threat is Ad7-e5. 17.2ab1! 
Defending the b2-pawn in certain variations and ensuring that Ab4-c2 will no longer be a threat. 
[17.a3? Ae5 18.4%b3 Abd3 19.a4 f6—+ Black has an initiative both on the queenside and on the 
kingside, thanks to the powerful knights that control the center.] 17...Ae5 18.W/d4 £5! Suddenly 
starting to develop counterplay on the kingside. 19.exf5 Wc8! Black’s pieces gradually join the 
attack. 20.Ag3 [20.fx¢6? Abd3 21.gxh7+ @h8 22.Rbfl Af4+! 23.Axf4 Wed#] 20...Abd3 21.2hfl 
Eb4 22.We3 Eh4! 
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Position after: 22...&h4! 


Now a position with a non-standard material ratio appears by force. 23.f4 Exh2+ 24.g1 Ag4 
25.We6+ Gh8 26. xc8 Exc8 27.fxg6 Adf2! 28.Bxf2 Exf2 29.Age2 hxg6 A difficult position arises 
in which the chances are approximately equal. 30.b4 &g7 31.b5 Zh8 
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Position after: 31...2&h8 


32.f1 [White should not be arrogant here. 32.b6? 2hh2 33.b7 Ae3—+ There is no protection from 
the mate.] 32...2h1+! 33.&xhl Exfl+ 34.8¢2 Ae3+ 35.4g3 Ac4= The queenside pawns do not go 
anywhere; the rook clings to the weak f4-pawn, the position is equal. 

B) 12.4f3 Mamedyarov, S (2765) — Abdulov, O (2377) Baku 2011. Here again I propose a standard 
plan. 12...c4! 13.2e3 Ab4 14.h4 @d3 


Position after: 14...0d3 
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15.h5 [15.Wd2 This is now very strong. 15...W%c8! 16.h5 A7e5 17.0xe5 Bxe5 18.We2 Hb8 19.Babl 
0-0T Black has a serious initiative, planning f7-f5 and developing pressure on the white king’s 
position.] 15...axb2 16.%d2 4d3 17.h6 Be5 18.Axe5 “\7xe5« In practical play I would choose 
Black, since the strong knight on d3 dominates in the center. 


12...c4! 


Preparing the transfer of the knight on a6 to the tasty square on d3. 


Position after: 12...c4! 
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13.h5 We also have to consider the options where White does not move the dark-squared bishop. 
13...0ac5 14.h6 [14.hxg6 This is not dangerous here. 14...fxg6 15.Age2 0-0% Black’s control over 
the d3-square and the open f-file compensates for the pawn.] 14...2xc3 15.bxc3 0-0 
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Position after: 15...0-0 


16.2¢3 [16.W/d4 f6 17.Wxc4 a4t Black’s pieces are activated.] 16...2d3a Black moves the f-pawn 
next with excellent play. 


13...Aac5 14.h5 


14.8d4 White can go for the c4-pawn by playing as follows. 14...0-0 15.2xg7 &xg7 16.Wd4+ &g8 
17.Wxc4 De5 18.We2 £52 Despite the absence of two pawns, Black’s play develops by itself. 


14...Ad3 15.Age2 0-0 16.%¢1 
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Position after: 16.¥¢g1 


This was seen in Williams, L (2135) — Anagnostopoulos, D (2515) Yerevan 1996. White moves the 
queen to h2. In this position I suggest an improvement. 


16...We8!N 17.hxg6 fxg6 18.8 h2 h5! 
Giving up a pawn, after which White’s attack is ended. 
19.gxh6 2f6 20.h7+ Lh8 21.24 W700 


Black has a deficit of two pawns, but the b2-pawn is likely to be captured, and the pawns on e4, f2 
and h7 are weak. Black has excellent control over the center thanks to his strong cavalry, and White 
also needs to watch the open f-file to prevent any attack from developing. 


_ f) 7.04 Qxfl 8.2xfl d6 9.Age2 297 10.h3 0-0 11.2¢1 e6 12.2h2 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.c4 &xfl 8.2xfl dé 9.Age2!? 


The idea of this move is to avoid blocking the advance of the f2-pawn. On occasion, this pawn can 
defend the e4-pawn with f3, and perhaps in the future White may have a more aggressive plan with 
f4. This move was first encountered in the 1968 Gross — Benko USA game which Black won. The 
move was never popular, but Akobyan and especially Shulman have played it. 
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Position after: 9. ge2!? 


9...297 
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Now White needs to decide on the further alignment of forces. The main task is to improve the 


position of the king. 


10.h3!? 


The most common move. White has two ideas: one idea, that has not yet been encountered in 
practice, is g2-g4; the other, more popular idea is to transfer the king to the kingside along the route 


g1-h2. 


A) 10.g3!? It is worth considering this very natural move. 10...0-0 11.&g2 a6! 


367 


# “aon 


SITS Ss ee a TTT 


“ 
Ey 


Se 


ae 
Ss 
De \ 
Te) 
mS 
res 


frewev fn EEE 


Position after: 11...0a6! 


Black is ready at some point to play ...c4 and ...@\c5-d3, supporting the blow to the center with e7-e6 
or transferring the knight to b5. 12.2b1 Wb6 13.b3 @c7! 
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Position after: 13...@c7! 


A1) 14.f3 Gross, R — Benko, P Aspen 1968. I recommend the following novelty. 14...Ad7!N 
15.4c2 Ab5 16.Axb5 Wxb5 17.2d1 Wa6 18.a4 Sfb8 19.h4 Ae5 Black has an excellent position; 
for example, Black has a beautiful response should White be careless and play 20.2b2?. 
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Position after: 20.2,b2? 


20...2xb3!! 21.8/xb3 Wxe2+ 22.2h3 Axf3 23.2x97 g5!—+ Black wins because his attack on the 
king 1s irresistible. 


A2) 14.Wc2 e6! 15.dxe6 fxe6 16.£3 Makarov, M (2370) — Buchman, B Sverdlovsk 1987. 
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Position after: 16.f3 


Now nothing stands in the way of capturing the center. 16...d5!N 17.exd5 @cxd5 18.4@)xd5 @xd5 
19.a4 a6 Despite the absence of a pawn and the weak pawns on e6 and c5, Black has 
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compensation for these shortcomings due to his active piece play. 20.2f1 Bfb8 21.A0f4 c4! 22.bxc4 
&xb1 23.M%xbl1 Wxc4 
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Position after: 23...Wixc4 


24.4)xd5 [24.0xe6? We2+ 25.2f2 Wxe6—+] 24...exd5= The a4-pawn is about to fall and Black has 
no problems. 


B) 10.f3 An interesting option is if White leaves the king in place and tries to start the attack in the 
manner of the Dragon variation: &e3, Wd2, h4-hS. 10...0-0 11.8e3 Aa6 12.4% d2 Ad7 13.2h6 &xh6 
14.Wxh6 Yb6 15.h4 f6 16.2b1 Karic, R (2132) — Pavlovic, M (2454) Obrenovac 2004. 
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Position after: 16.4b1 


16...0e5! 17.Wd2 Ab4 18.a4 c4 19.Wh6 @d30o White’s attack is at an impasse, for instance, h5 is 
met with ...g5. 


C) 10.h4 Played once by correspondence. 10...Abd7 11.Af4 h5 12.\%e2 Wb6 13.¢3 0-0 14.Yg2 Bfb8 
15.f3 Lyamtsev, V (2137) — Rusak, A (2081) ICCF email 2010. 
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Position after: 15.f3 


Now I like the following sequence. 15...Ae5N 16.63 Afd7 17.2b1 c4!! Temporarily sacrificing the 
second pawn. 18.bxc4 Wd4! 19.2xb8+ &xb8 20.4d1 “xc4c White’s extra pawn is not felt; Black 
dominates the center thanks to his active pieces. 


10...0-0 11.21 


11.¢4 In practice, the following move has never been played before. 11...%a5N 12.222 Da6 13.2b1 
c4 14.2e3 Ac5 15.f3 Afd70o Black can occupy the d3-square at any moment or start playing on the 
kingside and in the center with f7-f5. 


11...e6! 


A rare move, but in my opinion the strongest continuation. The fight for the center is often the 
Strongest strategy. 
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Position after: 11...e6! 


Now White faces a serious question — what should he do in the center? White can either ignore the 
pressure in the center or he can give it up. 


12.2h2!? 


The idea is to include the hl-rook in the game. 


12.2¢5!? This is noteworthy as well. 12...exd5 13.Axd5 @bd7 14.4 ec3 Shulman, Y (2598) — 
Molner, M (2449) Freemont 2012. 
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Position after: 14. ec3 


Now the strongest seems to be the following novelty. 14...h6!N 15.2h4 W/b8 16.0xf6+ Axf6 17.Wic2 
Wb7 18.8d1 Sfe8 Black has excellent compensation in view of the weak white pawns. 19.f3 Zeb8 
20.2xd6 Ah5 21.2f2 2d4 22.2xd4 cxd4 23.xd4 Wa7! 24.Wf2 Bxb2 25.2d8+ Exd8 26.Wxa7 Bdd2 
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Position after: 26...&dd2 
A cool position! Black has a rook for a queen, but his pieces are very active, and the white king is in 
an unsafe position. 27.2h2 Ag3 28.Wa8+ &g7 29.Wa4 Bbc2! 


A) 30.%a3 This loses due to 30...@2h7!. White cannot find any adequate defense against %c2-c3. 
31.e5 [31.W%b3 Bclt+—t] 31...8xc3 32.Wxc3 Ae2+—+ 


B) 30.W%/xc2! The only move. 30...2xc2 31.@d5 Hel+ 
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32.6f2 Af] 33.2h1 Bc2+ 34.6g1 Bel 35.f2 Hc2+= A repetition of position and draw follows. 
.exd5 13.exd5 Ze8 14.2e1 Abd7 


Position after: 31...&c1+ 
Position after: 14...@bd7 
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15.Ag3 


15.%g1 I have also considered this move. 15...Ae4! 16.2e3 Wh4 17.Wce2 Axc3 18.Axc3 f5 
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Position after: 18...f5 


A) 19.4b5!? A curious reader may wonder what will happen after this. 19...f4! 20.2d2 £3! 21.Axd6 
2d4! 22. Bxe8+ EBxe8 23.2e3 Exe3! 24.fxe3 &xe3+ 25.Hh1 Af! 26.Af5!! 
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Position after: 26. Af5!! 


The only move that keeps White afloat. 26...¢xf5 27.Wxf5 fxg2+ 28.c2xg2 Wd4= In this very 
difficult position, the evaluation is equal, although it is easy for each side to make mistakes. 
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B) 19.2d2 Ae5 20.Ab5 Wicd! 
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Position after: 20...W¥ic4! 


The transposition to the endgame is the strongest way forward. 21.W4xc4 @Axc4 22.Bxe8+ Exe8 
23.8c3 &xc3 24.bxc3 &f7 25.a4 Ba8x% White has weak pawns on a4, d5, and c3, so Black has 
sufficient compensation for equality. 


15...2xel 16.W%xel 


EER 
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Position after: 16.xel 


This was seen in Shulman, Y (2520) — Varejcko, J (2340) Czechia 1998. Black has some good 
moves, but my favorite is as follows. 


16...Wa5!N 17.264 


17.Wid1 c4! 18.2e3 AeS 19.84 h5 20.eg1 Ad3 21.4 xc4 Axb2 22.Wic6 Aa4 23.Ab5 Axd5 24.2d2 
&\ac3 25.8e1 Wa4= The position is equal. 


17...Ab6 18.2xd6 Ac4 19.2e7 Axb2 20.2xf6 2xf6 21.Ace4 Be5 22.Wixas5 Bxad 
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Position after: 22...&xa5 
White cannot keep his extra pawn, as can be shown in the following example. 
23.d6 Ha8 24.d7 8d8 25.Axc5 Dd3 26.Ab7 Sxd7 27.8d1 Bxb7 28.8xd3 2b2= 


Black is out of danger. 


_g) 7.e4 &xfl 8.2xfl d6 9.Age2 297 10.h3 0-0 11.2¢1 e6 12.dxe6 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.c4 &xfl 8.2xfl d6 9.Age2!? 297 
10.h3!? 0-0 11.2¢1 e6! 12.dxe6 
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Position after: 12.dxe6 


The most common move. After this, some complications may arise. Let us consider other alternatives 
that have been tried by the expert of this system, Grandmaster Yuri Shulman. 


12...fxe6 13.e5 


13.4)f4!9N I have also considered this move that has not yet been encountered in practice. 13...%/e7 
14.h4! White tries to create an attack on the black king and a sharp struggle begins. 14...0c6 15.2h3 
[15.h5!? This is the best answer. 15...@xh5! 16.@xh5 gxh5 17.Wixh5 2d4 18.Ad1 @e5o0 Black has 
quite an adequate position — his pieces are active, and the lack of a pawn is compensated for by the 
open lines and White’s unharmonious pieces.] 15...&4%£7! 16.&%xd6 Ad4 
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Position after: 16...®d4 


Black is missing two pawns, but it is not so simple — his pieces are very dangerous. 17.2¢3 
[17.Wixc5? Ab3—-+] 17...hfd8 18.Wes5 Ae4 19.Wg5 He5 20.h5 h6 21.hxg6 [21.W%/g3 g5 22.496 Axg6 
23.hxg6 Wxg6c Black has obvious compensation due to White’s poorly positioned pieces — the rook 
on h3 and the queen on g3.] 21...hxg¢5 22.¢xf7+ &xf7 23.Ah5 Ac2 
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Position after: 23...@c2 


24.2b1 Axe3 25.Bxe3 Bh8 26.493 c4& Despite the absence of two pawns, Black has enough 
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compensation for equality. Here he plans to play ...@\e5-d3 with Hdb8 and exert a lot of pressure on 
the a2- and b2-pawns. White cannot keep the extra material, as can be shown in the following 
example. 27.Afl Edb8 28.ad2 24 
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Position after: 28...g4 


29.b3 [29.2fl 297 30.¢3 Rd8 31.8d1 Bdb8 32.b3 cxb3 33.axb3 &h6 34.B8e2 &xd2 35.Bexd2 Bxb3 
36.He2 Bba3 37.0 f4 Sal= White’s extra pawn does not matter at all, since the pawn on g4 holds 
against the two pawns.] 29...cxb3 30.axb3 2f6 31.f4 exf3 32.Axf3 Ag4 33.2d3 Bb4 34.Hf1 Ba3 
35.4\d1 Bxe4= There is equality. 


13...dxe5 14.¥%xd8 Bxd8 
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Position after: 14... 2xd8 
15.263 


15.&h2 In practice, White has also played this move, to bring the rook on h1 into the game. 15...Ac6 
16.4g3!? [16.25 Ippolito, D (2480) — Molner, M (2439) Mesa 2010. Here I recommend the 
following move. 16...2db8! 17.2ab1 @d52 Black has counterplay.] 16...&db8 17.Age4 Van Wely, L 
(2622) — Molner, M (2416) Chicago 2009. 
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Position after: 17. ge4 
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In this position, I recommend the bold 17...c4!N. 
A) 18.4\d6 White immediately attacks the c4-pawn. 18...Aa5 19.2b1 e4! 
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Position after: 19...e4! 


20.225 [20.adxe4? Axe4 21.4xe4 c3+ Black seizes the initiative.] 20...e3 21.fxe3 Ad5 22.2h4 
4\xe3= In this difficult position, the odds are roughly equal. 


B) 18.8d1 Ad5 19.Axd5 exd5 20.8xd5 Ab4 21.8d2 Bxa2 22.8hxa2 xa2 23.8c2 Axcl 24.Excl 
Exb2 25.&xc4= An absolutely equal position has arisen. 


15...c4 16.2h2 Ac6 17.b3 cxb3 18.axb3 Zab8 19.2a6 Ad4 20.8d1 Bxb3 
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Position after: 20...2xb3 


21.Axd4 exd4 22.2xd4 Ad5 23.Axd5 &xd4 24.Ae7+ Lh8 25.Ac6 &xe3 26.Axd8 &xf2= 


Here the players agreed to a draw in Kiewra, K (2422) — Ramirez Alvarez, A (2554) Los Angeles 
2012. 


Conclusion 
We have examined the rare lines after the moves: 5.bxa6 2a6 6.4c3 g6. First, we examined the rare 
7.£4 against which it is good to play 7...Wa5. 


Next, we examined 7.0f3 2g7 8.4 d2 0-0 9.e4 &2xfl 10.Axfl Wa5. In this line, the subtlety is that 
Black does not play ...d6, but tries to save the tempo in favor of useful moves that create pressure on 
the queenside. 


Furthermore, our study of rare lines heads towards the critical position arising after: 7.e4 &xfl 8.&xfl 
d6. We considered such moves as: 9.¢4, 9.f4, 9.f3. All these moves are very interesting and have their 
own dynamics and a lot of subtleties. To play the Benko Gambit, it is useful to review these lines to 
gain a better understanding of the opening. 


Finally, we examined 9.@ge2 with a further plan: h3, &g1-h2, el. At the same time, other 
possibilities for White are also considered. It is also worth familiarizing yourself with the nature of 
these positions, since they are quite playable and it is better to know how to act exactly against these 
moves. 
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Chapter 6 
The Old Main Line — 7.e4 with 12.8el1 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.c4 &xfl 8.2xfl d6 9.Af3 297 


Chapter Guide 


Chapter 6 — The Old Main Line — 7.e4 with 12.2el 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 96 7.c4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.A 297 
a) 10.h3 

b) 10.23 0-0 11.22 Abd7 12.8el Wb6 13.-- & 13.4e2 

c) 10.g3 0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 12.2e1 Wb6 13.82 

d) 10.¢3 0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 12.Bel Mb6 13.He2 


(a) 10nd 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.c4 &xfl 8.2xfl d6 9.Af3 297 
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Position after: 9...2827 


Finally, we have arrived at one of the most important positions in the Benko Gambit. White now 
needs to improve the position of the king. 


10.h3 


A sideline. Instead, 10.g3 is analyzed in the next subchapters. I have decided to place this line in this 
chapter because White quickly brings the rook to el and the ideas are very similar. 


10...0-0 11.2¢1 Abd7 12.2h2 Was 13.8e1 Abé! 


From here the knight can go to a4 or c4, and White will have to keep both options in mind. 
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Position after: 13...b6! 
14.Be2 


By far the main move. The rook additionally protects the b2-pawn. 


A) 14.%d3 Determining the position of the queen too prematurely. Here the queen is in an 
unfortunate position. 14...Afd7 15.2d2 a6! 
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Position after: 15...W4a6! 
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Emphasizing the failure of the 14th move. 16.%c2 Ac4 17.295 Sfb8 18.b3 Seres, L (2408) — 
Petrosian, S (2377) Germany 2015. 18...h6!N This looks promising here. 19.2f4 [19.2xe7?! Ace5 
20.Axe5 2xe5+ 21.Lh1 g5F The e7-bishop is in serious danger.] 19...Ace5 20.Axe5 Axe5 21.Zed1 
g5 22.2e3 g4T Black has an initiative both on the queenside and on the kingside. 


B) 14.W/c2 @fd7! 15.e2 See the line with 14.2e2. 
C) 14.e5 This is not dangerous here. 14...dxe5 15.Axe5 Abxd5! 
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Position after: 15...@bxd5! 


This works thanks to the rook hanging on el. 16.Axd5 Axd5 17.2h6 &xh6 18.W/xd5 e6 19.4 £3 
Wo7¥ Graf, A (2598) — Zeller, F (2420) Deizisau 2010. In this position, the bishop is stronger than 
the knight, since the position is open. 


14...Afd7 


77. 


Position after: 14...0fd7 
15.82 
A) 15.225 Attacking the e7-pawn. White wants to force Black to defend, but Black plays the 


following instead. 15...2fb8! 16.2xe7 @c4 17.4b1 Ade5 18.Axe5 Bxe5+ 19.93 £6 20.W%d3 Koczo, 
K (2264) — Szajbely, Z (2074) Budapest 2011. 
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Position after: 20.d3 
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Here it is worth adding pressure on the queenside as follows. 20...Wb4!N 21.f4 2xc3 22.8c1 &xa2 
23.Wixc3 Wxc3 24.8xc3 &f7 25.8xc4 Ebxb2 26.2xb2 Exb2+ 27.621 &xe7= The position is equal 
and will likely end up in a draw. 


B) 15.W%/c2 @c4 
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Position after: 15...0c4 


B1) 16.4d2 White’s pieces have taken a passive position. 16...4\a3! This is strong. 17.bxa3 Wxc3 
18.Wxc3 2xc3 19.2b1 Sfb8 20.2b3 Dumitrache, D (2447) — Bressac, S (2320) Condom 2012. 
There are several possible lines, but the following is my preference. 20...2xd2 21.2xd2 f6 
22.2xb8+ Axb8 23.2b2 Lf8 24.2b7 He8 25.4 Ad7 26.&¢3 f52 White’s extra pawn does not 
matter as it is doubled. 


B2) 16.%/d3 Karpov, A (2616) — Milliet, S (2421) Cap d’Agde 2012. Now Black should support 
the c4-knight as follows. 16...W/a6!N 17.a4 Sfb8 18.Ha2 Bb4 19.Hel Dad 20.4%d1 Ab3z Black has 
excellent compensation, since he has great control over the squares and his pieces are in active 
positions, whereas White’s pawns on e4, b2 and a4 are weak. 


15...2fb8! 
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Position after: 15...&fb8! 
16.225 


The threat against the e7-pawn can be ignored, as in Blocher, J (2091) — Ragger, M Soechau 2000. 


16.2g1 Grote, D (2191) — Bokelbrink, U (2309) Hamburg 1999. Now I like the next improvement. 
16...Aa4!N 17.Axa4 Wxa4 18.Ad2 Wa6 19.Wfl AeS 20.a3 Wxfl+ 21.&xfl f5z% There is adequate 
compensation for the pawn. 


16...Ac4!N 17.2b1 8xb2! 18.2bxb2 Axb2 19.8xb2 2xc3 20.2b7 AeS 
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Position after: 20...e5 
21.2xe7 


21.8xe7 Wxa2 22.Axe5 &xe5+ 23.f4 2d4 24.e5 Wxd5 Now after 25.Wa4! Bxa4 26.%e8+ &e7 
27.2f6+ Gh6 28.295+ &g7 29.2f6+= there is a funny perpetual check. 


21...Wxa2 22.2xd6 Wxf2 
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Position after: 22...¥48xf2 
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23.8xe5 


23.0xe5 Wf4+ 24.93 Ba2+ 25.eh1 Wxed4+ 26.Af3 Zal 27.2b8+ 97 28.2f8+ Lf6 29.2b6+ 
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Position after: 29. &b6+ 


It’s funny to see how the black king goes to visit the white camp. 29...2f5 30.¢4+ ©f4 31.2d6+ 2e5 
32.Wixal Wxf3+ 33.e¢1 We3+ 34.2f1 Wd3+ 35.2el We3+ 36.ef1 Y#/f3+= A perpetual check ensues. 


23...2xe5+ 24.axe5 Wat 25.2h1 Wxes5= 


( b) 10.g3 0-0 11.2¢2 Abd7 12.8e1 Yb6 13.-- & 13.%e2 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.4 &xfl 8.2xfl d6 9.Af3 297 10.¢3! 
0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 


A critical position has arisen for the Benko Gambit. There are three independent systems here. The 
first is where White plays 12.4e1 with the idea of breaking through the center in the future with e4- 
e5. This is the subject of our current chapter. The second is where White plays 12.h3 preventing the 
jump ...@g4. On the whole, the positions that arise in these two cases are very similar and is treated in 
Chapter 7. Third and finally, the current system today is 12.a4! providing b5 for the white knight — 
this will be discussed in Chapter 8. 
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Position after: 11...Qbd7 
12.He1 


White brings the rook into play and, at some point, plans to break through the center by playing e4- 
e5. This rather logical move was first played in the Trifunovic — Kozomar game in 1951. 
A) 12.Ad2 Wa5 13.ac4 Wa6é 14.We2 Efb8 15.Hel See the line with 12.Hel. 


B) 12.h4 Only rarely played. 12...%b6 13.We2 Hfb8 14.Bel 
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Position after: 14. el 


White has weakened the g4-square and now this can be exploited immediately. 14...Ag4!N 15.@d2 
h5 16.3 Ages 17.£4 Ag4 18.a4 Wd8 19.Ac4 Ab6 20.Axb6 &2xc3! An unexpected intermediate 
move. 21.@)xa8 2xel 22.\Wxel Eb4 23.a5 Wxa8 24.a6 e62 There is excellent counterplay against 
the pawn center, since the white d5- and e4-pawns are under pressure. White also constantly needs 
to defend the weak b2-pawn. 


12...8%b6!? 
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Position after: 12...¥8b6!? 
This is not the most popular move, but it is quite logical. Black creates immediate pressure on the b2- 
pawn and then he has a very simple plan with ...2fb8, ...%a6, ...de8-c7-b5 or ...Af6-g4-e5. 


12...4¢4!? The most popular with a further ...@\ge5, which is just as good for Black. It is precisely 
because of this move that players began to play 12.h2-h3 more often, but I think that this is a 
completely optional maneuver and I prefer 12...%b6. 


13.We2!? 


It is worth considering some other moves. 
A) 13.h3 &fb8 See the line with 12.h3. 
B) 13.a4 Hfb8 See the line with 12.a4 Wb6 13.Hel. 
C) 13.e5 Axe5 14.Axe5 dxe5 15.8xe5 Wb7! 
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Position after: 15...W{b7! 


Emphasizing the weakness of the d5- pawn. 16.W/f3 [But not 16.W%e2? Axd5! 17.Axd5 &xe5 
18.Wxe5 &fd8—+ when White loses his knight and his position is hopeless.] 16...e6 17.dxe6 W/x3+ 
18.2xf3 fxe6 19.ceg2 Ad5S 20.8e2 Axc3 21.bxc3 &xc3= The position is balanced. 


D) 13.4d2!? We have already considered this move in some other lines. This move immediately 
sends the knight to c4, but there are some subtle changes in the position, although its essence 
remains the same. 13...0e5 14.We2 Wa6! A well-known continuation. 15.W/xa6 &xa6 16.f4 @d3 
17.2d1 Ag4 18.Ac4 Zelenko, P (2149) — Heimann, A (2265) Moscow 2007. 
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Position after: 18.c4 


Now it’s not easy to find the next move. 18...@\df2!N The idea is that Black attacks the rook and 
also threatens to play 2c3 with Af2-e4 next. 19.kel 2xc3! 20.bxc3 Ba4 21.A0b6 a6 22.%\c4 Ha4 
23.4\b6 Ha6 24.4\c4 Ha4= A repetition of position follows. 


E) 13.2b1 This move is also familiar to us, again with minor changes. 13...Ag4! Threating ...2xc3. 
14.2d2 Bfb8 15.Wc2 Ages 16.4xe5 AxeS 17.63 Hab 
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Position after: 17...Wa6 


This position already looks promising for Black in view of the fact that Black is ready to jump to d3 
or to play c5-c4. But let’s continue a little further. 18.a4 c4! 19.bxc4 &c8! The c4-pawn won’t be 
going anywhere. 20.2b4 @xc4 21.8cl Wa5 22.2b5 We7 23.ad1 Wd7 24.Wxc4?! [24.Wd3 xd2 
25.Wixd2 Hxa4=] 24...&xc4 25.Bxc4 h5= Kremser, M (2068) — Herzum, P (2012) Germany 2016. 
Black’s position is somewhat better, although White has compensation for the queen. Nevertheless, 
Black can undermine White’s center by ...c6 or ...f5. 


13...2fb8 


Various moves have been played in this critical position. 
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Position after: 13...&fb8 


14.4d2 


8 ze Z re) 


seeee 


7 Uy; Zn) = ao, 
6 ot. 
) Wrasse 

4 

3 “a _ hon 


Oe OPTI TIPE 


G 


(rue 1 EE ee ee 


- 
tee 
me 


LEGG 
jy 
1 |ZLY 


The idea is to transfer the knight to c4. 
A) 14.e5 @xe5 15.4) xe5 dxe5 16.W/xe5 Sosonko, G (2525) — Topalov, V (2670) Polanica Zdroj 
1995. Now the most simple solution to all of Black’s problems is as follows. 16...2d8!N 17.W%e2 
Axd5 18.4xd5 Exd5 19.Wxe7 &xb2! 


Position after: 19... &xb2! 
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20.We4 [20.2b12! Wc6! 21.We4 2xcl 22.kbxcl Bxa2F Black can play to win.] 20...2xal 21.4xd5 
&d8= Black has no problems. 

B) 14.4b1 Defending the b2-pawn with the rook. White hopes to take the cl-bishop somewhere. 
14...%a6! One of the beauties of the Benko Gambit is that Black can be happy to go into the 
endgame without a pawn. 15.b3 Ag4 16.2d2 Rudd, J (2244) — Pleasants, A (2092) Cardiff 2018. 
Now is a good time to exchange queens. 16...!4%/xe2!N 
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Position after: 16...Wixe2!N 


17.Bxe2 Age5 18.Axe5 AxeS 19.f4 Ad3 20.263 Ha3 21.2cl Ba7 22.8d2 Ba3 23.2cl Ba7 24.8d2= 
A draw results. 


C) 14.a4 Planning to use the b5-square for the knight. 14...Wa6 15.e5 Wxe2 16.2xe2 Vechet, S 
(2166) — Zabystrzan, P (2305) Czech Republic 2016. Now it is worth playing the following line. 
16...Ae8N 17.exd6 exd6 18.a5 Ab6 19.Ad2 2xc3 20.bxc3 Axd5 21.8a3 f600 Black is not worse. 


14...Wae! 


As mentioned earlier, it is advantageous for Black to exchange queens. 
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Position after: 14...Wa6! 
15.f4 


15.4\c4?! Experienced players have played this move in practice. 15...2b4! 


A) 16.4a3 This looks a bit optimistic as the knight will hardly be stable on b5. 16...Ae5 17.Wxa6 
Xxa6 18.4\ab5 


Position after: 18. Aab5 
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The position of the white knight on b5 is unstable after the following. 18...ad3 19.8e2 @d7 20.2b1 
a5 21.2295 Socko, M (2505) — Houska, J (2390) Plovdiv 2008. 21...f6! 22.2d2 Baxb5 23.Axb5 


&xb5—+ Black has a big advantage. 


B) 16.4d2 Be5 17.4 xa6 Bxa6 18.22 2d3 19.Af3 @d7 20.a3 Mkrtchyan, M (2039) — Gareyev, T 


(2597) St Petersburg 2019. 
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Position after: 20.a3 
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In this position, one of the most creative grandmasters in the world played a strong follow-up. 
20...2xc3! 21.bxc3 Hba4 22.2d2 Axcl 23.8xcl f6 24.2b2 Bxa3F Black is clearly better due to his 
stronger pawn structure. Conversely, White’s pawn structure is quite vulnerable, and the pawns on 


e4 and c3 require constant defense. 


15...Ae8 16.Af3 Ac7 17.5 


aS NN 


Position after: 17.e5 


This was seen in Egede Nissen, B — Johansen, O Norway 1993. After White plays e4-e5, the d5-pawn 
is weakened, which justifies the next move. 


17...Yb7!N 18.We4 Ab6 19.8d1 Bd8 20.a4 dxe5 21.fxe5 Abxd5F 
Black’s position is somewhat more promising due to White’s worse pawn structure. 


( c) 10.g3 0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 12.8e1 Who 13.2 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.c4 &xfl 8.Lxfl d6 9.Af3 &e7 10.¢3! 
0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 12.8e1 Wb6!? 13.%e2!? 
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Position after: 13.¥§c2!? 


This is another logical square for the queen, which protects b2 and c3. Alternatively, 13.4e2 is 
analyzed in the next subchapter. 


13...2fb8!? 


In this position White has a large selection of continuations. 
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Position after: 13... 2fb8!? 
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14.b3 


The idea is to place the bishop on b2 where it can oppose the bishop on g7. 
A) 14.a4 See the line with 12.a4. 
B) 14.h3 See the line with 12.h3. 


C) 14.2b1!? Hed 15.2f4 Wa6 16.h3 Ages 17.Axe5 AxeS 18.2xe5 Bxe5 19.b3 Bb4 20.Ha4 Bareev, 
E (2634) — Nepomniachtchi, I (2626) St Petersburg 2009. 
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Position after: 20.a4 


Black has different moves in this position, but my favorite is the following. 20...c4 21.&e3 cxb3 
22.axb3 “b7é White’s extra pawn is not felt at all. White is chained to the defense of the b3-pawn, 
and his a4-knight occupies a passive position on the edge of the board. 


D) 14.42 The idea is to transfer the knight to c4. 14...%a6! Black is not letting go of the knight on 
c4. 15.23 [15.£4?! c4! 16.He2 Ac5 17.44 Babinetz, R (2139) — Schunk, T (2346) Seefeld 2007. 
Now a simple tactic works for Black. 17...Axd5! 18.exd5 &xd4 19.Wxc4 Wxc4 20.@xc4 Ba4—t+ 
Black dominates powerfully.] 15...Ag4 16.2d1 AgeS 17.Axe5 @xe5 


SG) Fe a 


Position after: 17...dxe5 


D1) 18.b3!? c4 19.2b1 &b4 20.a3 Zbb8 21.b4 [But not 21.bxc4?! Wxc4t. The black queen is very 
dangerous, and the white pieces are in passive positions.] 21...0\d3& In view of the powerful 
position of the black knight on d3, Black has good compensation for the pawn. 

D2) 18.a4?! Med, L (1883) — Vorobyov, Y (2235) Brno 2010. 18...&b4 19.Ba3 Ac4 20.a2 2xc3 
21.Wixc3 We5 22.2f4 Bxe4F Black’s chances are slightly better due to White’s vulnerable pawn 
structure. 


E) 14.Se2 It is also important to consider this move. 14...Ag4! 
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Position after: 14...0¢4! 


The knight goes to e5, where it can then jump to c4. 


E1) 15.24? Tichy, V (2400) — Jurka, M (2335) Czechoslovakia 1989. Black now has a typical 
combination at his disposal. 15...&%xb2! 16.W%/xb2 Bxb2 17.2xb2 &2xc3 18.2ab1] 2xb2 19.8xb2 Ha7 
20.h3 “ef6+ Black has clearly better play due to the weakness of the e4- and a2-pawns, and 
moreover, Black also has a passed c5- pawn. 


E2) 15.h3 AgeS 16.Axe5 Axe5 17.f4 Ad7 Now the following game continued with the next 
natural move. 18.2e3?! Przewoznik, J (2430) — Nun, J (2445) Timisoara 1987. [18.a4!? Ya6 
19.2d2 Hb7 20.a5 Bab8 21.8a2 2b4 22.8e1 Rb3% Black has excellent compensation due to the 
pressure on the queenside.] 18...%/a6! The strongest response. 19.Beel “@b6 
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Position after: 19... b6 


The knight is threatening to jump to c4. 20.b3 Ad7 The knight has done its job and can go back. 
21.2f2 Wa5 22.%e3 Now there is an unexpectedly strong move. 22...c4! 23.bxc4 2b4! 24.We2 2d4 
25.2f3 &xf2 26.2xf2 Bc8 27.Wd2 Hbxc4 28.4d1 Wa3—+ In this position, Black already has a 
decisive advantage due to the weakness of the a2- and e4-pawns, and White’s pieces are passive. 


14...Ag4! 
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Position after: 14...0¢4! 
15.h3 


15.2b2 c4! 16.h3 Now of course it is worth playing the following. 16...Age5! 17.Axe5 2xe5 18.Reb1 
cxb3 19.axb3 Exal 20.2xal Wc5F Despite the fact that White has an extra pawn, it is much easier for 
Black to play. Black can play Wc5-a3 clinging to the b3-pawn. White is deprived of any active moves 
and has no counterplay, although of course he retains drawing chances. 


15...Age5 16.Axe5 Axe5 17.f4 Ad7 
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Position after: 17...0d7 


White has repelled the black pieces from their active positions, but at what cost! The white king has 
become more open and the advanced pawn structure in the center may become vulnerable in the 
distant future. 


18.2d2 


It seems that the position is strengthened and everything is stable, but now an unexpected move 
follows from Black. 


18.2b2? c4! 19.4a4 cxb3 20.axb3 Wxb3 21.%/xb3 Bxb3 22.2xg7 &xg7—+ Despite the material 
balance, White’s position is difficult, due to his worse pawn structure, the vulnerability of the white 
king and the ineffectual knight on a4. 


18...c4! 19.bxc4 a6 
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Position after: 19...Wa6 


20.a4 


A) 20.Ab5? &xal 21.xal &c8—+ White has no compensation for the exchange. 


B) 20.W/d3!? 2b4! 21.8acl [21.Ab5? &b2 22.Ac7 Wa5! This double blow is decisive. 23.2ad1 
Wxce7—+ Black has an extra piece.] 21...Ac5 22. We2 Wxc4F Black’s play is somewhat better due to 
his active pieces and the weakness of the a2- and e4-pawns. 


20...Wixc4 21.8a2 AcSt 
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Black’s active pieces mean it is the much easier side to play. 


( d) 10.g3 0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 12.2e1 Wb6 13.8e2 } 


- 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.Af3 297 10.¢3! 
0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 12.8e1 Wb6!? 13.8e2!? 
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Position after: 13.&e2!? 


The idea behind this move is that the rook can be useful along the second rank, where it additionally 
protects the b2-pawn. 


13...2fb8! 
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Position after: 13...&fb8! 
14.295! 


Now if the knight on f6 leaves, then Black must reckon with the destruction of the e7-pawn. 
A) 14.h3 Very natural again, transposing into the next chapter in relation to 12.h3. 
B) 14.a4 “a6 15.h3 This also leads to the next chapter. 
C) 14.%c2 Here the queen defends the e4- and the b2-pawns. 14...0g¢4! 15.h3 Age5 16.Axe5 @xe5 
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Position after: 16...xe5 


C1) 17.24 Wa6 18.2xe5 &xe5 19.8d1 2b7 20.f4 2d4 21.3 Bba7 22.b3? [22.Bdd2!? 
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Position after: 22.&dd2!? 


Probably stronger. 22...2xc3 23.bxc3 Wic4e% Black has enough compensation for equality due to the 
weakness of the white pawns on a2, c3 and e4.] 22...2xc3 23.Wxc3 Wc8 24.2g2 Hxa2F Schmahl, 
S (2114) — Hofmann, M (2048) Bayern 2006. Black has clearly better play due to the fact that the 
white king is slightly exposed and White has a poor pawn structure. 


C2) 17.f4 Ad7! 18.8e3? White misses a tactical breakthrough. [18.a4!? a6 19.2d2 &b4 20.a5 
Hab8 21.2a2 2d4 22.2e1 Rb3% White’s pawns on b2 and a5 are weak, while Black can plan ...c4 
and ...@\c5-d3. In practical play, I would choose the black side.] 18...&%xb2! 
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Position after: 18...Wixb2! 
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19.Wixb2 Exb2 20.2xb2 2xc3 21.Zab1 2xb2 22.2xb2 Af6 23.3 Ba4—t+ Castagna, R (2270) — 
Plachetka, J (2425) Zuerich 1991. White loses either the e4- or d5-pawn. 


D) 14.2412 Ag4! 15.801 Wa6 


Position after: 15...Wa6 
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16.b3 [16.2cc2 AgeS 17.Axe5 Axe5 18.2xe5 Rxe5 19.Wd2 Sasikiran, K (2470) — Van Riemsdijk, 
H (2405) Elista 1998. 19...8&xc3! Again this idea works well. 20.bxc3 Wc4 21.h4 f6 22.%el &g7x 
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White has no specific plan and Black feels quite safe.] 16...Age5 17.0xe5 @xe5 18.2xe5 2xe5 
19.Ab1 Bb4 20.Bec2? Huss, A (2375) — Polgar, J (2355) Biel 1987. 
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Position after: 20. &ec2? 


[20.cc2!? Instead, it was necessary to play like this. 20...c4 21.bxc4 Exc4 22.8xc4 Wxc4e In view 
of the active pieces and the pressure on the a2- and e4-pawns, Black has sufficient compensation for 
equality.] 20...&xe4! 21.Wf3 &d4+ Black has a clearly better position due to the weaknesses of the 
a2- and d5-pawns. 


14...h6! 
Chasing the bishop away from its active position. 
15.2f4 


15.2xf6!? The famous grandmaster Svetozar Gligoric played this move a long time ago. 15...2xf6 
16.&c1 Gligoric, S— Browne, W Zagreb 1970. Black has several possibilities, but I suggest the 
following variation. 16...%a6! 17.&cc2 &xc3 18.bxc3 Wc4 19.h4 &g7 20.h5 95 21.Ad2 Wade 
White’s pieces are passive, and there is no way to create counterplay. White will have to watch their 
weaknesses. 


15...Ag4! 


The knight goes to the e5-square, which is natural for it. 
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Position after: 15...0g4! 
16.h3 


16.&c1 Now I recommend the next move. 16...¢5! 17.2d2 This has been played in Timofeev, S 
(2244) — Saprikin, V (2259) Tula 2002 where it was very natural for Black to play as follows. 
17...Age5! 18.Axe5 ®xe5 19.Ha4 Wb5 20.b3 c4 21.h3 £52 Black’s position is very promising in my 
opinion. Black has created pressure on the central pawns on e4 and d5, and is exerting pressure on the 
queenside, while at the same time White’s pieces are passive. 


16...Age5 17.Axe5 Axe5 18.82 Ac4 
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Position after: 18...0c4 
19.b3? 


19.We2!? Wa6 20.Ad1 Ae5 21.2xe5 Bxe5 22.a4 Bb4 23.a5 Wxe2 24.Sxe2 Bb5 25.%e3 Bbxa5 
26.2xa5 Exa5 27.Ac4 Bb5 28.4xe5 dxe5= An equal rook ending follows. 


19...Ha3 20.2ccl &b4 21.3 


rrr 


= ie 2 


y Y ars 
aan 
WV. 


& Lf LRA 
Y TG Be” 
Am eG 
Zs g “4% 


. 
ae: 


Position after: 21.d3 
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This was seen in Pech, J — Straka, Z Czech Republic 1999. In this position, the strongest way is to 
play actively. 


21...c4! 22.bxce4 Ec8 23.c5 Bxc5+ 


Black has a clearly better position due to the strong initiative on the queenside. The bishop on g7 is 
very strong, tying the knight on c3 against the rook on al. The knight on a3 does not allow White to 
bring the rook on al into the game. It is extremely unpleasant to play as White here. 


A conclusion to these lines will be done in the next chapter. 
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Chapter 7 
The Improved Main Line — 7.e4 with 12.h3 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.4 &xfl 8.2xfl d6 9.Af3 &e7 10.3 
0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 12.h3 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 7 — The Improved Main Line — 7.e4 with 12.h3 
1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.c4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.Af3 2g7 10.g3 0-0 
11.g2 Abd7 12.h3 Yb6 

a) 13.-- & 13.a4 

b) 13.We2 

c) 13.42 

d) 13.Bel Bfb8 14.24 & 14.We2 

e) 13.Hel Bfb8 14.Wc2 

f) 13.Bel Bfb8 14.€5 

g) 13.Bel Bfb8 14.%e2 Wa6 15.-- 

h) 13.8e1 Bfb8 14.8e2 Wa6 15.295 


—— 


(a) 13. & 13.a4 


se 


416 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 26 7.e4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.g3 897 10.2g2 
0-0 11.Af3 Abd7 12.h3!? 


From the time that White players first encountered the Benko Gambit and played 12.8e1, they 
quickly realized that the ...@\g4-e5 maneuver could be very promising for Black and therefore, that it 
would be better to immediately prevent Black from making this knight maneuver, and then to connect 
the h1- rook. In the old theory, this move was a fairly popular solution, and only later was this move 
replaced by the more popular 12.a4, which we will consider in the next chapter. 
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Position after: 12.h3!? 
12...8b6! 


I suggest sticking to our development scheme: ...“/b6, ...2fb8, and ...@\e8-b5. We have reached the 
first critical position in which White has many options. 


12...&%a5!? In his wonderful book Attack with Black, Grandmaster Aveskulov recommends this move 
which is just as good, but nevertheless I want to stick to the position we are following. 


13.a4!? 


Instead, 13.We2, 13.&%c2 and 13.8el are analyzed in the next subchapters. 


A) 13.@d2 The knight goes to c4. 13...2fb8 14.&e1 Magaldi, N (2084) — Rodriguez Izarrualde, G 
(2053) Montevideo 2013. It is now possible to prevent the knight from jumping to c4 as follows. 
14...Wa6!N 15.Af3 Ab6 16.e5 dxe5 17.Axe5 Abxd5! A little tactical trick. 
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Position after: 17...bxd5! 


18.Axd5 Wb7 19.83 Wxd5 20.Ac6 Yxf3+ 21.2xf3 2b7 22.Axe7+ &£8 23.Ac6 Despite the fact 
that White still has an extra pawn, Black has excellent compensation due to his active pieces. 
23...Ad7 24.22! An excellent preventative move. [24.e2? 
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Position after: 24. &e2? 


24...2a6 25.Ad8 Zb8 26.825 AeS+ 27.&g2 f6—+ White loses a piece.] 24...2a6 25.Ad8 EBb8 26.225 
f6 27.e6+ Exe6 28.Exe6 fxg5 29.2d1 2d4t The engine says that this is equal. However, in 
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practical play, Black’s chances, in my opinion, are slightly better, since the two light pieces are 
often stronger than the rook. 


B) 13.W/d3 Here the queen is clearly oddly-placed, as it can get hit in the near future. 13...2fb8 


14.W%c2 White is admitting the mistake of the 13th move. 14...Ae8 15.a4 Jean, P (1989) — Serovey, 
M (2027) ICCF email 2014. 
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Position after: 15.a4 


15...%/b3!N Now this is strong. 16.We2 @b6 17.0d2 Wb4 18.Ha3 Axad4! 19.Axa4 Exad 20.2b3 
Wxb3! 21.Axb3 Exb3 22.Wd1 Bab4 23.2d2 Bb8 24.2c3 &xc3 25.bxc3 Exc3= Black is not worse; 
he has a pawn, a rook and a knight for the queen — of course, this is full compensation for the queen. 


13...2fb8 
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Position after: 13...&fb8 
14.843 De8! 15.%c2 


15.h4!? Barreto Junior, W (2195) — Zimmermann, K (1961) Florianopolis 2017. 15...h5!N It is best 
now to stop the h-pawn. 16.2e1 @c7 17.Wc2 
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Position after: 17.Wc2 


Black has completed his maneuver, and now he has different plans at his disposal, but I like the 


420 


following. 17...2a7 18.b3 Wb7 19.2b2 Ae5 20.4 xe5 &xe5& Black has good compensation due to the 
fact that the rook on a3 1s forced to defend the b3-pawn; it is located passively and does not take an 
active part in the game. Black, at some point, can plan e7-e6 or f7-f5, breaking through the a8-hl 
diagonal and destroying White’s pawn center. 
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Position after: 15...@c7 
16.Ad2 


16.b3 Now the pawn will be under the protection of the rook — the rook is now chained to its defense 
and thus out of play, as in Ditmas, H (1949) — Meyer, C (1544) Verden 2011. An improvement can 
now be suggested. 16...4%b4!N 17.Aa2 Wb7 18.8e1 Bf8! Preparing the idea of f7-f5. 19.@\c3 Ded 
20.Axe5 2xe5 21.2b2 2d4 22.f3 £52 Black has excellent play, both on the queenside and in the 
center. 


16...Wa6! 
Preventing the knight from coming to c4. 
17.8e1 


17.63?! Too slow. 17...8e5! 18.@\db1 Ahmed Ali Layth, A — Gagunashvili, M (2592) Baghdad 2013. 
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Position after: 18.@db1 


Now it is possible to compete for the initiative with the help of the queen. 18...%/d3! 19.Wxd3 Axd3 
20.2d1 Axcl 21.2xcl Bb4 22.f3 £5T Black has the initiative on the queenside and also in the center, 
while White’s pieces are awkwardly positioned. 


17...Ae5 18.4a2?! 


White controls the d3-square with this move, but this move is too passive and not natural. 


18.&e3!N Now Black also has to act accurately. 18...e6! 
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Position after: 18...e6! 


A) 19.f4 Ad7 20.dxe6 Axe6 21.0b5 Ad4 Some tension is felt in the position, and the game can 
develop as follows. 22.!%d3 Wc6 23.2h2 Abb 24.b3 d5 25.e5 Ha5! 26.Axd4 cxd4 27.Bel Bc5 
28.262 Ac4! 
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Position after: 28...@c4! 


Nice move. 29.bxc4 Exb2 30.W/xd4 Bc2 31.2e2 &5xc400 Black is not worse in view of the active 
pieces. 


B) 19.dxe6 Axe6 20.A0d5 Ad4 21.4%b1 Ba7 22.63 Bh6 Black’s pieces are active, but the position is 
rather difficult. 23.f4 Ac4 24.Axc4 Wxc4 25.Af6+ &f8 26.bxc4 Exbl 27.ec3 Ae2 28.8cb3 Excl 
29.2b8+ &e7 30.Ae8+ &F8 31.Axd6+ &g7 32.Ae8+ &f8= A perpetual check follows. 


18...e6! 
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Position after: 18...e6! 


It is a good time to undermine the white center by weakening the long light diagonal on which the 
white king is located. 


19.f4 Ad7 20.dxe6 Axe6 21.4? 


21.4f3!2N It is very logical to try this move. 21...c4! 22.4c3 Adc5t The computer evaluates this 
position as approximately equal, but in practical play, some initiative belongs to the black pieces. 


21...0d4 22.8%d3 
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Position after: 22.4d3 


This was seen in Jovanovic, B (2198) — Velikic, A (1990) Skopje 2013. In this position, the next 
move is the strongest. 


22...f5! 23.He3 c4! 24.Axc4 
24.Wixc4+ Wxc4 25.4xc4 “c2—+ White loses the exchange. 
24...fxe4—t+ 


White’s position is hopeless since he cannot capture the e4-pawn because of ...Wixc4. 


( b) 13.We2 


a 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 26 7.c4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.g3 897 10.2¢2 
0-0 11.Af3 Abd7 12.h3!? Bb! 13.We2!? 
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Position after: 13.%4e2!? 
Noteworthy and quite a common move. 
13...2fb8 14.2b1 


Defending the b2-pawn and planning to bring the cl-bishop into play. 
A) 14.8e1 See the line with 13.4e1. 


B) 14.a4 A standard move — the aim is to provide the b5-square for the knight. 14...Ae8! 15.Ab5 
A\c7 16.4@\xc7 Wxc7 17.8a2 2b4! 18.Wc2 Wb7 19.kel Legemaat, G (1946) — Medunova, V (2101) 
Bayerisch Eisenstein 2018. 
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Position after: 19. el 


In these kinds of positions, it is useful to capture a little space on the kingside. 19...h5! 20.h4 Wa6 
21.a5 Bab8 22.2e2 B4b5 23.c4 Ba8 24.295 &f8= Black will win back the pawn and solve all his 
problems. 

C) 14.Bd1 Be8 15.a4 Nigalidze, G (2456) — Gagunashvili, M (2601) Tbilisi 2013. Now I like the 
next move. 15...%/a6! 16.Wc2 Bb4 17.a5 &xc3! 18.bxc3 Hb5 19.c4 &xa5= Black has an adequate 
position. 

D) 14.4d2 The idea is to put the knight on c4. 14...%a6!N Nobody has played this logical move 
before. 15.Wxa6 [15.Ac4? Bb4 16.63 Axe4!—+ White is falling apart.] 15...2xa6 16.a4 “b6 17.Ha2 
Ofd7 
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Position after: 17...0fd7 


The a-pawn is about to fall. 18.a5 &ba8 19.axb6 Bxa2 20.b7 28a7 21.Axa2 Sxa2 22.Ac4 Ha7 
23.b8=W+ Axb8= Black has no problems, but issues with the b2-pawn may still arise. 


14...He8 15.2d2 Ac7 16.b3 
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Position after: 16.b3 


This was seen in Petrakis, I — Tassopoulos, M (2236) Heraklion 2001. The reader may already have 
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guessed that again, it is good now to transpose into an endgame as follows. 

16...Wa6! 17.We3 

17.Wxa6?! &xa6 18.a4 Bab6F The b3-pawn falls and the a-pawn is a weakness rather than a strength. 
17...2f8! 

A cool move — the idea is to prepare ...f5. 


18.h4! h6 19.b4 f5! 20.exf5 Bxf5 
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Position after: 20... &xf5 
21.b5 


21.8 xe7!? Wd3 22. We4 Bx 23.WxB Wxd2 24.0e4 Wxd5 25. Bhd1 2d4 26.bxc5 dxc5 27.Axc5 
Wxf3t 28.2xf3 Aed+ 29. f4 2xc5 30.kexe5 2xf2= The game is equal. 


21...8%b7 22.Wixe7 Axd5 23.We6+ Lh7 24.Axd5 Bxd5 
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Position after: 24...&xd5 
25.h5 25 26.2c3 2xc3 27.Wg6+ Lh8 28.4 xh6+ Le8 29.W 96+ Lh8 30.Wh6+ Yg8 31.We6+= 
A perpetual check ensues. 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 26 7.c4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.g3 897 10.2g2 
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Position after: 12...W4b6! 
13.%c2!? 


13.&b1 The continuation leads to various transpositions. 13...2fb8 14.W%/c2 See the line with 13.%c2. 
[14.2e1 See 13.8el; 14.2d2 He8 15.Wic2 See 13.Wc2.] 


13...2fb8 14.8b1 
14.e1 See the line with 13.8el. 
14...De8! 


Now Black has two ideas: ...&xc3 and then a further ...&xa2 and ...2\c7-bS. 
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Position after: 14...®e8! 
15.2.d2 


A) 15.225 Immediately attacking the e7-pawn. 15...de5! 16.2xe7? [16.Axe5!9N 16...2xe5 17.Ha4 
Wb7 18.b3 Ac7e& The knight follows the “c7-b5-d4 route with excellent play for Black.] 16...Axf3 
17.2xf3 h6 18.24 ¢5 19.h4 Wa7—+ Gonzalez Barcina, F (1984) — Ruiz Jarabo Pelayo, F (2252) 
ICCF email 2010. White loses the bishop and the compensation for it is insufficient. 


B) 15.2f4 Ralls, R (2393) — Rychkov, S (2142) LSS email 2012. Now I recommend playing the 
following novelty. 15...Wa6!N Threatening Sc3 and then Wa2. 16.a3 Ac7 17.2hel Ab5 18.Axb5 
Exb5 
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Position after: 18...&xb5 
19.e5 AxeS 20.Axe5 Bxe5 21.2xe5 dxe5 22.8xe5 Wd6 23.We2 Bab8 24.Bxe7 Wxd5+ 25.chg1 WES 
26.Wiel £b3! 27.2e5 Wc2 28.He2 WES Black has excellent compensation. 


C) 15.b3?! Lehmann, R (1742) — Hoppe, F (1843) Playchess.com INT 2020. You shouldn’t feel 
sorry for the dark-squared bishop — the next move is good. 15...&xc3!N 


ie 8: 


Position after: 15...8xc3!N 


16.¥4xc3 Exa2 17.2b2 {67 The pawns on e4 and b3 are weak. The black pieces are active. 


432 


D) 15.2e3 There is no specific idea for this move. Nobody has played the next move before. 
15...He5!N 16.Axe5 &xe5 17.2hd1 Wa5 18.2d2 2xc3 19.2xc3 Wxa2= Black is not worse. 


15...Ae5 16.Axe5 &xe5 17.b3 Af6 
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Position after: 17... f6 
I have found only one game in this variation and that is a game by correspondence. 
18.2hel Ba3 19.404 Yb7 20.2¢5 h5! 


At some point, Black will have h5-h4 in mind, and the pluses of this move include the fact that the 
black king has more space. 


21.8ed1 &h7 22.8e1 Wb5 23.f3 h4! 24.axh4 c4! 
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Position after: 24...c4! 
This looks impressive and incredibly strong. 
25.¢4 


25.bxc4? It is important for the reader to understand that in response to this move, Black has the 
following counter. 25...%a5! Taking aim at the rook on el and attacking the knight on a4. 26.2xb8 
Wxel 27.2b1 Wa5 White has serious problems with the a4-knight. 28.Ab2 Exa2 29.f4 2d4 30.2xf6 
exf6 
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Position after: 30...exf6 


There is no way to save the day for White, for instance: (31.@h1) 31...2xb2 32.2xb2 Wel+! 33.622 
Welt 34.63 Wrl+ 35.294 &xb2 36.Y%xb2 Wd1+—+ when White loses immediately. 


25...Wa6é 26.Recl &f4 
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Position after: 26... 2f4 
27.8d1? 


27.Wxc4!? This is the lesser evil. 27...2xa2+ 28.22 Wa5 29.Ac3 Exf2+! 30.&xf2 2xcl 31.8xcl Bb4 
32.Wc8 Wb6+ 33.292 Exb3 34.2c2 We32 Black is not worse and has control of the game. 


27...cxb3 28.axb3 Bc8 29.4% b2 Be5 
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Position after: 29... 2e5 
30.Wf2 


30.Wxa3? We2+! 31.212 Ah5!! 32.exh5 gxh5—+ Black has a decisive attack. White’s king is too 
weak. 


30...Wb5 31.Ab6 Bc3 32.Ac4 Baxb3 33.Ad2 &xb1 34.8xb1 Wd3+ 


This was seen in Sherwood, R (2329) — Sitorus, Y (2261) ICCF email 2016. In view of the active 
pieces, Black’s position is clearly better. It is not at all easy for White to defend such a position. 


( d) 13.8e1 Bfb8 14.24 & 14.We2 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.e4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.g3 897 10.2¢2 
0-0 11.Af3 Abd7 12.h3!? Wb6! 13.8e1 
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Position after: 13.8el 

The most popular move, connecting the rook to the game and planning e5 at some point. 
13...8fb8! 

Again, White has a large selection of possible continuations. 

14.We2!? 


This move has been seen in several games. Alternatively, 14.!%c2, 14.&e2 and 14.e5 are discussed in 
the next subchapters. 


14.a4!? Ae8 Now, in practice, the following continuations have been encountered. 
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Position after: 14...®e8 
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queen go to b3, but Black has other possibilities besides this idea. 


15...Ac7 16.&%c2 Wb7! There are ideas for different attacks in the center, such as ...e6 or ...f5. 


Al) 17.h4!? h5 18.b3 The position can be interpreted in different ways, but I suggest the following 


novelty. 18...4a6!N 


Position after: 18...&a6!N 
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The rook stands here perfectly — on occasion it can protect the d6-pawn and it can also move to b6 
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by attacking the b3-pawn. 19.4d2 e6! 20.dxe6 Axe6 21.03 Ae5 22.4xe5 @d4 23.Wd3 dxe5 
24.2e3 £500 The game is unclear. White’s extra pawn is not felt and the b3-pawn is very weak. 
Black has also created tension in the center and the e4-pawn does not feel safe. The knight on d4 
occupies a formidable position. 

A2) 17.&d1 White, B — Oseledets, K ICCF email 2008. 17...Ab6 18.b3 £f8! The idea is to strike 
the center with f7-f5. 19.Ah4! 
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Position after: 19.Ah4! 


White interferes with Black’s intention. 19...ad7 20.2b2 e6! 21.dxe6 fxe6 22.2xd6 We5 23.f4 25! 
Black responds with a blow! 24.fxg5 c4!@ The knight moves to d3 at some point. Black has rich 
play associated with the dynamic factors of the position. 


B) 15.8e2 Additionally defending the b2-pawn and, if necessary, the rook can be transferred to c2. 
There are also different possibilities in this position, but here I like the next move. 15...W/a6!N 
[15...&%b3 This can be met by 16.&c2!. Here the queen on b3 is not needed and it will only fall under 
further attack.] 16.%a2 Ae5 17.Axe5 2xe5 
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Position after: 17... 8xe5 


18.a5 Af6 19.8c2 2xc3 20.bxc3 Bb5= The a5-pawn is lost and Black solves all his problems. 


C) 15.8a2 Wb3! 16.W4xb3 [16.We2!? 2xc3! 17.bxc3 Wxc3 18.2d2 Wb3 19.8eal Wef6oo Black is 
ok.] 16...2xb3 17.a5 Learte Pastor, T (2280) — Ormsby, A (2044) ICCF email 2011. 
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Position after: 17.a5 


Now I prefer the following novelty. 17...Ac7!N 18.2d2 Aa6 19.0d1 Ab4 20.2xb4 Exb4 21.4d2 
c4co The knight goes to c5 with clear counterplay for Black. 
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14...Ae8 
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Position after: 14... e8 


Despite the fact that this position has not been often encountered in practice, I consider this move to 
be the most logical choice. 


15.a4!? 


The most critical move. 


A) 15.4d2 The knight goes to c4 and at some point White is ready to bring the f-pawn to the fight 
for the center. 15...Ac7 
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Position after: 15...®c7 


Al) 16.a4 See the line with 15.a4. 


A2) 16.f4 This move also has the disadvantage that the white king is exposed even more. 16...@\b5 
17.Axb5?! [17.Ac4!? Wb7 18.Axb5 Wxb5 19.e5 Ab6 20.Axb6 Wxb6 21.b3 Wb7 22.Wf3 dxe5 
23.fxe5 Ed8= White’s center is very vulnerable and he cannot save the extra pawn.] 17...!4xb5 
18.Qf3 Magaldi, N (2084) — Rodriguez Izarrualde, G (2053) Montevideo 2013. 18...2xb2—+ 
White’s position is just bad. 

A3) 16.Ac4 a6 17.2d2 Ab5 18.2xb5 Wxb5 19.2f4 Harestad, H (2182) — Skytte, R (2349) 
Norway 2002. 
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Position after: 19. &f4 
In this position, I like the next move. 19...2d4! Taking a dominant position in the center. 20.a3 
A\b6 21.Axb6 Wxb6 22.kab1 Wb3 23.h4 Wa2= White has a very weak b2-pawn. 


B) 15.24? Black now has a simple move. 15...!%xb2! 16.W/xb2 Exb2 17.e5 g5! Breaking the 
harmony of the white pieces. 18.2xg5 @xe5 19.@xe5 2xe5 20.Ne4 f6 21.2h6 Ac7—+ White’s a2- 
and d5-pawns are very weak. 


15...Ac7 
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Position after: 15...@c7 
16.8a3 


16.4\d2?! Too passive. 16...W/a6! 17.Wxa6 [17.c4?! White shouldn’t play so carelessly. 17...2b4 
18.4\a3 Wxe2 19.Bxe2 &xc3! 20.bxc3 Hbxa4+ White’s pieces are passive.] 17...axa6 18.2a3 Ab4 
19.2d1 “e5F Due to the fact that the black knights are very active, Black’s chances are slightly 
better. 


16...Wa6! 
Black would be happy should the queens be exchanged. 
17.225 


17.Wc2 If White wants to avoid the exchange, Black can improve his pieces. 17...2b4! This is strong. 
18.63 Wb7 19.Ha2 &b6 20.a5 2b5 21.2d2 White is able to defend the queenside pawns, but now 
Black opens up a second front. 21...e6! 22.dxe6 @xe6 23.4@\cl @b8!! 
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Position after: 23...@b8!! 


Suddenly bringing the knight back, but further planning ...A\c6-d4 or to b4. 24.Ae2 @c6. 25.2d1 Ab4 
26.Wic4 d5 27.exd5 Axd5z Black has excellent compensation due to his active pieces; the b3- and a5- 
pawns are potentially weak. Tactical motifs associated with the susceptible position of the king on g2 
are also possible in the future, since the black queen on b7 exerts pressure on the long light diagonal. 


17...Wxe2 18.B&xe2 &xc3 19.bxc3 f6 20.2f4 Ab6 21.2b2 Ac4 


444 


RG 


a7 AZ 


A LY, 
WR 


~§ we Oo os @ 


abcdef gh 
Position after: 21...0c4 
22.8xb8+ Bxb8 23.8al Bb2 24.h4 &f7 25.a5 
This was seen in Fiorentino, V (2063) — Mut Company, G (2312) ICCF email 2014. 
25...2¢2= 
Black regains the pawn; the passed a-pawn is dangerous only visually and Black can easily stop it. 


( e) 13.8e1 8fb8 14.%c2 ) 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 26 7.c4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.g3 897 10.2g2 
0-0 11.Af3 Abd7 12.h3!? Hb6! 13.8el1 Bfb8! 14.%e2!? 


This was played in blitz against me, and obviously a decent move for White. 


445 


SO .._ 
A B//, 


Va, 

Ve, 

1 UY 
“AY 9 VA A 


a Nw ft | ON Oo 


Position after: 14.¥§c2!? 
14...He8 


It is a convenient time for Black to play this move, according to the plan and without fear of any 
phantom threats. 


15.8e2 


A wait-and-see move that additionally defends the b2-pawn. Let’s consider the alternatives. 


A) 15.Ad2 Ac7 
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Position after: 15...®c7 


Al) 16.f4?! This move only weakens the position of the white king, as in Kulatunga, D (1402) — 
Rodriguez, S (1783) Tornelo INT 2020. 16...4a6! This is good here. 17.Ac4 Ab4! 18.We2 Wab 
19.e5 Ab6 20.Axb6 Wxb6 21.4e4 Wa6 22.2d1 c4t The knight goes to d3, causing inconvenience 
to White and Black has the initiative. 

A2) 16.b3 Muscat, P — Sarran, F France 1984. Since White has weakened the al-h8 diagonal, the 
next move is good. 16...Ab5!N 
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Position after: 16...Qb5!N 
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17.Ac4 Wb7 18.2b2 Ad4 The knight on d4 is great. 19.%d3 Ae5 20.Axe5 2xe5 21.Babl (52 
Black has excellent play [21...h5!? This is also not bad]. 
B) 15.a4 Taking control of the b5- square and preventing the e8-knight from making the Ae8-c7-b5 
maneuver, as in Urena Casacuberta, L (1906) — Perez Roses, S (1665) Moia 2017. Here I 
recommend the following move. 15...&%/b3!N 16.We2 We5 17.Axe5 2xe5 18.2a3 Wb4 19.4 d3 Af6 
20.e2 Wd4! In such standard positions, the exchange of queens is beneficial for Black. 
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Position after: 20...Wid4! 


B1) 21.W4xd4 cxd4 22.40d1 [22.4b5?! Black then plays the following. 22...d3! 23.2e1 &c8 24.Ac3 
&xc3 25.bxc3 Bc42 White must lose one of the pawns.] 22...Ad7 23.f4 2g7 24.A0f2 @c5 25.a5 
d3! 
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Position after: 25...d3! 


26.2xd3 @xd3 27.2xd3 Exa5 28.b3 Hab5 29.2ee3 White retains the extra pawn, but Black’s 
pieces are active. 29...&c5 30.2d2 2b2!= Black plans to transfer the bishop to c5 with ...2a3-c5. 
B2) 21.%c2!? Wc4! The queen dominates on the c4-square. 22.a5 2d4 23.2g¢5 Ha7 Black can 
slowly strengthen his position by improving his pieces gradually. 24.4a4 Hb4 25.4a2 Bab7 26.a6 
Ha7 27.4a5 h6! An interesting moment has arisen. 
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Position after: 27...h6! 
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A very unexpected move and at first it is not clear why the pawn is being surrendered. 


B2.1) 28.2xh6 &xa6! 29.b3 &xb3 30.28xa6 Exc3 31.Wa2 Wd3 Black has an unpleasant attack. 
32.23 Wxed+ 33.2h2 2xe3 34.8xe3 Rxe3 35.fxe3 Wxe3—+ Black has a big positional 
advantage. The d5-pawn will also be eliminated in the near future. 

B2.2) 28.2xf6 exf6 29.Ab1 Wxc2 30.2xc2 Eb6= The a6- pawn is lost; Black has no problems. 


B2.3) 28.2d2 2b6 29.8el h5 30.Ha4 2b4 31.8a5 Bb6 32.2a4 Bb4= A repetition and a draw 
ensues. 


C) 15.&b1 This doesn’t pose any difficulties. Black can solve all his problems immediately by 
playing the following. 15...2xc3!N Giving away the bishop is irrelevant, compared to the invasion 
on the a-file. 16.W%/xc3 Bxa2 17.e5 Wb7 18.exd6 “xd6= White’s d5- and b2- pawns are weak, which 
gives Black at least equal play. 


D) 15.b3 If White wants to immediately remove the pressure from b2, then I recommend the 
following powerful improvement. 15...c4!N 
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Position after: 15...c4!N 


D1) 16.2b1 cxb3 17.axb3 [17.2xb3 Bxa2! 18.2xb6 Bxc2 19.2xb8 “xb8= Black is not worse. ] 
17...“4c7 18.2d2 Bb4 19.ecl Sab8 20.2e1 b7= The b3-pawn is lost. 


D2) 16.bxc4 The most natural. 16...!%b4! 17.2d2 Wxc4 18.a4 @c5 19.Be3 Bb4= The a4-pawn is 
weak; Black’s pieces have developed a lot of activity and Black is not worse. 


15...Ac7 


Black is just following his plan. 
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Position after: 15...@c7 


16.225 


oe ee 


16.63 Ab5 17.2b2 Ad4 18.Axd4 cxd4 19.Ha4 [19.Ad1?! Ac5+ White has problems.] 19...2xa4! 
20.bxa4 @\c5 21.Wc4 Spiegelhauer, T (1879) — Haugsdal, A (2079) Tromsoe 2010. 


Position after: 21.¥c4 
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Despite being an exchange down, Black’s position is promising due to the powerful knight on c5 and 
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the passed pawn on d4. Now the next move is strong. 21...!a5!N 22.2b1 Wxa4 23.Wxa4 @xa4 
24.2d2 £5! White is pinned on the b-file — this is his main problem. 25.exf5 gxf5 26.24 d3 27.2xg7 
Exbl 28.2h6 fxg4 29.8xd3 gxh3+ 30.2xh3 &f7= The position is approximately equal. Of course, 
there is a lot of play in this endgame and in future the d5-pawn may be lost. 


16...h6! 17.2.4 


This was played in Nguyen, Q (2242) — Perunovic, M (2585) chess.com INT 2020. In this position, 
what could be more natural than Black’s next move? 


17.2xe7?! Worse and greedy in view of the following. 17...2e8 18.2h4 95 19.2xg5 hxg5 20.0xg5 
“\b5¥ Seemigly, White has compensation for the piece, but Black’s pieces are actively located. White 
has pawn weaknesses, so Black’s chances are slightly better. 


17...Ab5! 
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Position after: 17...Ab5! 

A standard move, after which the position is too dry and will most likely end in a draw. 
18.Axb5 Wxb5 19.e5 dxe5 20.Axe5 Axe5 21.2xe5 2xe5 22.8xe5 Wxb2= 

There is absolute equality. 


( f) 13.8e1 2fb8 14.e5 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 26 7.e4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.g3 297 10.2g2 
0-0 11.Af3 Abd7 12.h3!? Hb6! 13.8e1 Bfb8! 14.e5!? 
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Position after: 14.e5!? 
White can immediately charge down the center, with massive trades coming. 


14...dxe5 15.Axe5 Axe5 16.2xe5 Wb7 17.83 


A) 17.2g1 Bd8 18.We2 Axd5 19.Bxd5 Bxd5 20.Axd5 Wxd5 21.Wxe7 
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Position after: 21.xe7 
21...Wd1+ 22.692 Wd5+ 23.61 Wdl+ 24.@¢2 Wd5+= Sundsbo, S (1720) — Olsen, R (2029) Oslo 
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2015. Perpetual check follows. 


B) 17.W/e2? This is bad because of the following. 17...Axd5 18.8xd5 e6 19.W/f3 exd5 20.Axd5 
®h8—+ Rechlis, G (2510) — Plachetka, J (2470) Ostrava 1991. White does not have adequate 


compensation for the exchange. 
17...2d8! 


Putting pressure on the weak d5-pawn. 
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Position after: 17...2d8! 


18.225 


A) 18.e2!? In essence, this is an offer to exchange the d5- and e7- pawns. But in this case, the 
bishop on g7 is activated. 18...Axd5 19.4)xd5 Garcia Roman, D (2427) — Cuartas, J (2542) Barbera 
del Valles 2011. Now I suggest the following move. 19...2xd5!N 20.8xe7 Wxe7 21.Wxd5 Bd8 
22.Wit3 Wel 23.We3 Wb4 24.a3 Wade Black has enough compensation for the exchange. 


B) 18.a4!? a7! A mysterious move. Black lures the knight to b5. 19.2.g5 h6 20.2xf6 &2xf6 21.2e2 


Withey, R — Gonzalez, B ICCF email 2001. 
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Position after: 21.&e2 


21...8&xc3 The easiest way to solve all the problems. 22.bxc3 Wxd5 23.W4#/xd5 &xd5= The material 
and position are equal. 

C) 18.24 Varezhkin, V — Tikhomirov, A Moscow 1996. I suggest the following improvement. 
18...0h5!N 
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Position after: 18...@h5!N 


19.8e2 2xc3 20.bxc3 Axf4+ 21.gxf4 Wxd5 22.Wxd5 Bxd5 23.8xe7 &f8 24.8e5 BxeS 25.fxe5 Ba3= 
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White cannot keep the extra pawn; the position is equal. 


D) 18.2b1 Ag4! 19.e4 Sahinoz, G (1757) — Melderis, U (1947) Cagliari 2018. 19...af6 20.2c4 
xd5 21.8xc5 &xc3 22.Bxc3 Hxa2= Black has no problems. 


18...h6 19.2xf6 2xf6 20.8e2 &xc3 21.bxc3 Wxd5 22.Wxd5 Bxd5 23.8xe7 Ha3 
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Position after: 23...2%a3 


White cannot keep his extra pawn. The drawing tendencies are reinforced by the fact that many rook 
endings end in draws. 


24.c4 2d4 25.2b1 Za6 26.2b3 Bf6 27.2f3 &g7 28.8c7 Bxc4 29.a4 Bxa4= 
The players agreed to a draw here, in Iclicki, W (2225) — Bellon Lopez, J (2380) Brussels 1987. 


(piskaA ER MEaBais= 


# 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 26 7.e4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.g3 897 10.222 
0-0 11.Af3 Abd7 12.h3!? Hb6! 13.8e1 Bfb8! 14.82! 
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Position after: 14.&e2! 


Here the rook’s position has a function — it protects the b2-pawn and allows the cl- bishop to enter 
the game. 


14...Wae! 
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Position after: 14...Wa6! 


Here the queen can move to c4, or support the c-pawn in case of ...c4, with a further ...Ac5-d3. Now 
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White is faced with the question: what to do next? In principle, the most natural continuation would 
be to somehow develop the dark-squared bishop. 


15.42 


A) 15.2£4!? It is also quite natural to continue with this move. 15...h5! 


EZ 


Position after: 15... Ah5! 


Al) 16.225?! Bad due to the following thematic combination. 16...2xb2! 17.2xb2 2xc3 18.2ab1 
&xb2 19.8xb2 Jurek, J (2395) — Cerny, M (2220) Czechia 1998. 


Wi 8 igo 
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Position after: 19.8xb2 


Now it is logical to return the knight to the game. 19...Ahf6 20.Wic2 Wa4 21.a\d2 Wxc2 22.Bxc2 
&f8F Black’s chances are slightly better due to the superior pawn structure, while White’s a2- and 
e4-pawns require protection. 


A2) 16.2cl We5 17.Axe5 Bxe5 18.We2 Af6 19.225 Bxb2! 20.Wxb2 2xc3 21.Wxc3 Wxe2 22.8e1 
4)xe4 23.Exe2 Axc3 24.8xe7 Mitenkov, A (2420) — Ivanov, V (2400) Cherepovets 1993. 
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Position after: 24.2xe7 


Now I like the next move. 24...2f8! The king immediately goes to the center, not allowing the 
opponent to block it with 2g5-h6. 25.2d7 Ae4 26.h4 c4 27.6f3 Axg5+ 28.hxg5 Bc8 29.ke2 c3 
30.2d1 2a8 31.f4 Bxa2= White has to defend this rook endgame and here, of course, the most 
likely result is a draw. 


B) 15.8c2 It is not entirely clear whether a rook is needed on c2 or not, but now the next move is 
strong. 15...Ab6! The knight goes to a4. 16.2295 [16.e1?! ®a4! 17.Axa4 Wxa4 18.f3 Littlewood, P 
(2435) — Bosboom, M Ramsgate 1984. 18...2\d7 19.%e2 Wb5t Black has the initiative for a pawn.] 
16...0a4! 17.0xa4 Wxa4 18.e5 dxe5 19.b3 Paunovic, D (2320) — Komljenovic, D (2380) Medulin 
1983. 
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Position after: 19.b3 


19...&%b5! Black has several moves to choose from, but I recommend this. 20.2xf6 exf6 21.Ad2 f5o0 
An unclear position in which Black’s chances are not worse. 


C) 15.a4!? In this position, no one has tried to play the following thematic move. 15...Ae8N 


Position after: 15...@®e8N 


Transferring the knight along the standard c7-bS route. 
C1) 16.a5 Ac7 17.8c2 Bb4 18.h4 Af6 19.We2 Wxe2 20.Bxe2 AbS& Black has excellent 
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compensation for minimal material damage due to the weakness of the pawns on a5, b2 and e4. 


C2) 16.Ab5?? Of course, this would be a terrible blunder. 16...2xb5 17.axb5 Wxal—+ White is 
simply left without a piece. 


C3) 16.225 Exb2 17.2xb2 &xc3 18.Wcl 2xb2 19.W%xb2 f6= An unclear position has arisen in 
which, objectively speaking, the chances are approximately equal. However, in a practical game I 
would choose Black, since the a4- and e4-pawns can become weak, and the black cavalry can be 
transferred along different routes, while the dark-squared bishop may not be that effective here. 


15...De8! 
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Position after: 15...®e8! 
16.2e1 


The rook moves away from the dangerous gaze of the queen on a6. I also consider other moves here. 


A) 16.2¢3?! Harper, H (2120) — Nejanky, M Buenos Aires 2002. 16...2xb2! Now the unfortunate 
position of the e2-rook is emphasized. 17.W/xb2 2xc3 18.Wixc3 Wxe2 19.a4 Wef6F The a4-pawn is a 
weakness rather than a strength, and so are the e4- and d5-pawns. 


B) 16.2d2!? Neumann, H (2453) — Weiler, W (2054) Nettetal 2004. 16...®e5! This continuation 
somewhat narrows White’s possibilities. 17.Axe5 &2xe5 
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Position after: 17... &xe5 


18.&eel The rook is better off on a safe square. [18.a4 Again the position of the rook on e2 is 
problematic. 18...2xb2 19.Wxb2 Wxe2 20.Axe2 &xb2 21.a2 297 22.0c3 Ac7 23.a5 (52 Only 
Black plays to win here.] 18...A0f6 19.a4 2b4 20.a5 Bab8 21.4)d1 &b3 Almost all of Black’s pieces 
occupy active positions; the same cannot be said of the white pieces. 22.4a2 2d4 23.2c3 Ad7 
24.We2 Ha8 25.Wxa6 Bxa6 26.03 &xc3 27.bxc3 Bxc3 28.8b1 &f8 29.2b7 Ae5= Black is fine. 


16...Ac7 
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Position after: 16...@c7 
17.242 


17.a4 &b4 18.a5 Sutkus, V (2385) — Jensen, K (2223) ICCF email 2011. Now I like the following 
line. 18...Wic4 19.2d2 De5 20.4xe5 &xe5& Black has an excellent position; his pieces are in active 
positions, while White is completely on the defense. 


17...Ae5 18.Aaxe5 &xe5 19.a4 
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Position after: 19.a4 


This was seen in Huang, Q (2430) — Pogonina, N (2469) Ningpo 2008. Now I recommend the 
following move. 


19...Wc4! 20.8a3 Da6 21.8e3 Ab4 22.4 b1 Wd4 23.8e1 c4z 
The knight goes to d3 and in practical play, I would choose Black, since her pieces are very active. 


( h) 13.2el Hfb8 14.82 Wa6 15.225 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 26 7.c4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.g3 297 10.2g2 
0-0 11.Af3 Abd7 12.h3!? Wb6! 13.8e1 Bfb8! 14.8e2! Wa! 15.295 


Position after: 15.225 
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Developing the bishop to an active position and provoking Black into playing ...h6. 


15...h6! 


It is better to immediately determine the position of the dark-squared bishop. 


16.23 


The most natural move. 


A) 16.2xf6 Black should be happy to see this move. 16...2xf6 17.&c1 [17.!4%d2? This is bad in view 
of the following line. 17...&xb2 18.Wxb2 &2xc3 19.Wxc3 Wxe2+ Kozlowski, S (1800) — Motyka, J 
(1973) ICCF email 2008. Black’s position is better due to the weakness of the a2- and e4-pawns. | 


17...2xc3! 
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Position after: 17...2xc3! 


18.bxc3 Wc4 19.8cc2 Ha3 20.Wd2 &e7 21.¢4 Zb1t Hoogenboom, J — Poell, J Netherlands 1997. 
Black has a pleasant initiative; his pieces are very active, and the white pawns on a2, c3 and e4 are 
weak. 

B) 16.2f4 There is no rest for the bishop due to: 16...¢5! 17.2e3 Szelenyi, N (2330) — Medvegy, Z 
(2220) Balatonalmadi 1996. 
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Position after: 17.8.e3 
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Now Black can continue with his standard plan. 17...@e8! 18.a4 White does not let the knight on e8 
go to b5, but with every move, there are both pluses and minuses. In this case White seriously 
weakens the squares on the queenside. 18...2)b6! Emphasizing not only the weakness of the 
queenside squares, but also the weakness of the a4-pawn. 19.2a2 &xc3 20.bxc3 @xa4o Black has 
won back the pawn and can continue to play against the c3- and e4-pawns. 


16...Ab6! 
An unpleasant idea to jump the knight to c4. 
17.8c1 


17.63? Not good since Black has a fierce response. 17...Afxd5! 18.exd5 [18.Axd5 @Axd5 19.exd5 
&xal—t If White destroys the bishop on al, then he will lose the rook on e2.] 18...&xc3 19.8cl 297 
20.8d2 Wb7 21.8cc2 Ha3+ Rain, R (2281) — Scuderi, D (2291) ICCF email 2015. There is material 
equality — Black has standard pressure on the queenside, and White’s a2- and d5-pawns are also very 
weak. White is completely on the defense. 


17...Ac4 
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Position after: 17...0c4 
18.b3 


18.&cc2 Ballo, E— Mueller, M Ronneburg 1996. Now I recommend starting a tactical operation as 
follows. 18...2xb2! 19.2xb2 Axb2 20.2xb2 Axe4 21.0 xe4 2xb2 22.2xh6 Wxa2 White has two 
pieces against the rook and pawn, but Black’s position is not worse, since White needs to keep an eye 
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on the weak d5-pawn. Furthermore, if necessary, the c5-pawn can advance towards promotion. 


18...Axe3+ 19.8xe3 Ad7 20.8c2 


20.a4 c4! 21.4b5 cxb3! 22.Ac7 Hjartarson, J (2505) — Alburt, L (2515) Reykjavik 1986. 22...Wa5! 
23.4)xa8 b2 24.2b1 Bxa8c Black has excellent compensation for the exchange due to the strong 
passed pawn on b2. White’s pawns on e4 and a4 are weak. It is much easier to play as Black. 


20...2b4 21.He2 h5! 


A strong move. At some point, Black can play &g7-h6 and even in the distant future, the idea of 
capturing space by h5-h4 should be considered. 
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Position after: 21...h5! 


22.0f4 


22.4\cl c4! 23.bxc4 Exc4 24.ha3 Wxa3 25.Exc4 Florescu, C (2330) — Zetocha, C (2315) Calarasi 
1995. 
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Position after: 25.2&xc4 


In this position, Black has several good continuations. 25...2h6! In my opinion, this is the best 
solution that solves all of Black’s problems. 26.h4 Ac5 27.Ag5 Wb2 28.0d3 Axd3 29.Wxd3 Bxa2= 
Black has finally won back the pawn and has no problems whatsoever. 


22...c4! 23.We2 Ae5 24.Ad2 exb3 25.4 xa6 Bxa6 26.axb3 £h6! 
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Position after: 26...2h6! 
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It is not for nothing that Black played 21...h7-h5 earlier. 


27.8c7 h4 28.8xe7 hxg3 29.2xg3 Za2 30.Ac4 Axc4 31.bxe4 Bxc4 32.2d7 2xf4+ 33.exf4 Bxf2+ 
34.263 g5+ 35.93 Bxf3+ 
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Position after: 35... 2xf3+ 


The players agreed to a draw here, in Magallanes, F (2337) — Diaz, S (2403) ICCF email 2008. The 
game could have continued along the following sample line. 


36.2xf3 £5 37.exf5 2f4+ 38.%e3 Bxf5 39.8xd6 Ye7 40.ke4 Bf4+ 41.He5 Bh4 42.Lf5 Bxh3 
43.2x95 &f7= 


The rook ending is drawn. 
11...Abd7 


Conclusion 

We have considered one of the main lines in the Benko Gambit. First we examined 12.2e1, the least 
tricky move. Here Black usually plays ...®e5, but I recommend playing 12...4%b6 with a further 
..4fb8, and thereafter you can again choose between ...A\g4-e5 or ...®e8-c7. Further, we examined 
the more prophylactic 12.h3. White prevents Black from playing ...2\g4-e5. I recommend playing 
12...&%b6! and then ...2fb8, ...%a6, ...ab6-c4. In general, in both lines, Black develops a queenside 
initiative gradually. 


Chapter 8 
The New Main Line — 7.e4 with 12.a4 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.4 &xfl 8.2xfl d6 9.Af3 &e7 10.3 
0-0 11.%2¢2 Abd7 12.a4 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 8 — The New Main Line — 7.e4 with 12.a4 

1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 g6 7.c4 &xfl 8.&xfl d6 9.Af3 2g7 10.g3 0-0 
11.2g2 Abd7 12.24 Wb6 

a) 13.8a3 & 13.4e1 

b) 13.Wc2 

c) 13, We2 2fb8 14.242 

d) 13.We2 Sfb8 14.0b5 Be8 15.-- & 15.2a3 Dc7 16.Axc7 Wxc7 17.b3 Wa5!!N 18.-- - Avrukh’s Line 
e) 13.We2 Hfb8 14.Ab5 De8 15.2a3 Ac7 16.Axc7 Wxc7 17.b3 WaS!!N 18.2d2 

f) 13.We2 Bfb8 14.Ab5 He8 15.225 h6 16.2xe7 Bb7 17.-- 

g) 13.We2 Sfb8 14.Ab5 De8 15.295 h6 16.2xe7 Bb7 17.4a3 Ded 18.Axe5 Bxe5 19.2h4 Ac7 20.24 
h) 13.We2 Bfb8 14.Ab5 De8 15.225 h6 16.2xe7 Bb7 17.8a3 De5 18.0 xe5 Bxe5 19.2h4 Wc7 20.4 


()BE3&BEe~~~~~~SOSC*~C<“<=CSst‘“‘<‘<CtCtSSSS 
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1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 dé 7.Af3 26 8.c4 &xfl 9.2xfl 297 10.3 
0-0 11.2¢2 Abd7 12.a4! 
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Position after: 12.a4! 


This move did not become popular overnight. It was first seen in the game Van Buskirk — Kaidanov. 
Despite the fact that a strong grandmaster was defeated (a player with a rating of 2285 played as 
White, against a GM with a rating of 2645), the move 12.a4 was uncommon at the time. However, the 
situation changed dramatically and since 2010, the variation has begun to gain popularity and started 
to be chosen by strong grandmasters. This move begins the modern interpretation of the Benko 
Gambit. White’s idea is to play 2el (or We2) defending the e4-pawn, and then jump to b5 with the 
knight, with such plans as: 


1) to develop the bishop along the cl-d2-c3 route. 


2) At some point, White can also choose a plan with the idea of Ha3 and then b3. This system was 
also recommended by such authors as Kornev in “A Practical Repertoire for White, Volume 3”, the 
famous theorist Avrukh in his book “1.d4 Dynamic Systems”, and also Kaufman in “A Repertoire for 
White”. 

Many strong chess players thought (and perhaps continue to think) that this move closed the book on 
the Benko Gambit. I strongly disagree with that! 


12...%b6! 


Again, as in the previous lines, I recommend this plan. Furthermore, Black has ...2fb8, ...Ae8 and 
according to the circumstances, if White takes the knight on the b5-square, then Black exchanges it 
by playing ...Ae8-c7. If White does not occupy the b5-square, then Black can play for example 
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...W/a6, opening the way for the rook to b4. 
13.8el1!? 


This move deserves attention. Alternatively, 13.W%c2 and 13.W/e2 will be analyzed in the next 
subchapters. 


13.8a3 Strong players have also played this move previously. 13...&fb8 
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Position after: 13...&fb8 


A) 14.Ad2 Wb4 15.We2 De8 16.h4 Kowalski, I (2346) — Chomezyk, M (2282) Warsaw 2019. Here 
I recommend that Black stops the h-pawn mechanically. 16...h5!N 
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Position after: 16...h5!N 


17.2hd1 2h8 18.2c4 We5 19.He3 297 Black simply stands and does nothing. It is extremely 
difficult for White to somehow strengthen his position. 20.f3 “c7 21.f4 Trying to achieve some 
kind of progress, but now the position of the white king is somewhat exposed, and the e4-pawn is 
also becoming weak. 21...AQd7 22.0 c4 Ab6 23.Axb6 Exb6 24.e5 Zbb8oo A difficult position, in 
which Black’s chances are quite decent, since the pawns on a4, b2 and d5 are weak. 


B) 14.2e1 De8 15.W%c2 Ac7 16.b3 
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Position after: 16.b3 
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This was played in Papin, V (2466) — Izzat, K (2456) Melbourne 2016. In this position, I 
recommend the following novelty. 16...%b7!N Hitting at the weakness of the a8-h1 diagonal. 
17.2b2 De5 18.Axe5 &xe5 The threat is now ...c3. 19.4e2 Bf8! Now Black wants to go ...f5. 


Position after: 19... &f8! 


B1) 20.Ad1?! &xb2 
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Position after: 20... &xb2 


21.Wixb2 [21.Axb2 Ab5F Attacking the rook on a3 and threatening to jump to d4.] 21...Axd5 
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22.exd5 Wxd5+ 23.f3 Wxd1 24.&xe7 Hae8t Still, Black has a small initiative because of White’s 
exposed king. 


B2) 20.h4 f5 21.f4 2d4 22.exf5 gxf5 23.kxe7 Zae8 
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Position after: 23...2%ae8 


24.Exe8 Exe8 25.Wixf5 Wb4 26.Wed+ Hf8 27. WF5+ Yg8 28.Ab5 [28.%g4+ Of course White can 
immediately force a perpetual check. 28...&@f8 29.Wf5+ 2g8 30.Wg4+=] 28...2xb2 29.Axc7 Ef8 
30.We4+ bh8 31.De6 Bes 32.05 
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Position after: 32. Ag5 


The game ends in a draw with a 


32...Wd2+ 33.2h3 Wxd5 34.!d7 e7 35.Wd8+ Bg8 36.Wd7 Be7 


repetition of the position. 


13...2fb8 
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Position after: 13... &fb8 


13...c4?! I cannot recommend this move. 14.%e2 Efc8 15.8e3 Ac5 16.4 xc4 Wxb2 17.heb1 Wxal 


18.8xal ®cxe4 19.Wd3 ®xc3 20.a5 Afxd5 21.2d4+ Black’s position is certainly not lost, but the 


presence of a strong passed a5-pawn ensures White’s advantage. 


14.Ab5 


14...4%b4 15.843 Ag4 


A) 14.8¥c2 [14.h3 see.12.h3] 
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Position after: 15...0g4 


Al) 16.4a2?! Bayaraa, C (1889) — Shaw, T (2287) San Francisco 2016. 16...W/a5!N Black could 
have just played this. 17.b3 W/a6 18.2d2 Ages 
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Position after: 18...0ge5 


19.Axe5 Axe5 20.4 cl e6 21.f4 Ad7 22.dxe6 fxe6 23.2a2 Hc8oo Black has excellent compensation 
for the pawn, with ...c4 or ...d5 plans. 


A2) 16.h3 Age5S 17.0d2 c4 18.4a2 This is not dangerous, as in Gerken, J (1668) — Kastens, E 
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(1930) Bremen 2018. 18...&%c5 19.&e2 £5F Black has a slightly better position in view of his active 
pieces, and White’s center is also under serious tension. 


A3) 16.22 Age5 17.Ad2 Ab6 18.f4 Aec4 19.263 Wa5 20.Adb1 Ad7 21.2xb8+ Exb8 22.b3 
&\cb6 Schoch, T (2313) — Verhoef, H (2443) ICCF email 2016. Black has good counterplay, with 
the further ...c4 or ...e6. 


B) 14.W%/e2!? Despite the fact that this move has been encountered only in a few games, it has its 
own logic. 14...&%a6! The queen controls the a6-fl diagonal. Black aspires to play without queens, 
since the strongest piece is the strongest defender, therefore he logically strives to exchange it and to 
expose White’s weaknesses, namely the pawns on a4, b2 and e4. 
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Position after: 14...Wa6! 


B1) 15.e5!? Vechet, S (2166) — Zabystrzan, P (2305) Czech Republic 2016. 15...Ae8!N After 
analyzing the position, I came to the conclusion that this is the best move for Black. 16.exd6 exd6 
17.a5 Adf6 18.A0d2 Ac7 19.WF3 Ad7 20.Ade4 £5 21.Ag5 We5 22.Wd1 Lf6! 
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Position after: 22...2f6! 


A very useful “compacting” move. Black controls the seventh rank. 23.Ae6 4b7 24.@xc7 Wxc7 
25.2d2 c4% Black has excellent compensation due to the pressure on the weak a4- and b2-pawns, 
as well as the knight on e5, which can jump to d3 at any moment. 

B2) 15.¥/xa6 This was played against me in a blitz game on the internet. 15...2xa6 16.2b1?! A 
serious inaccuracy after which Black seizes the initiative. [16.2a2!? Ag4 17.2f4 &f8 18.h3 Ages 
19.2xe5 Axe5 20.Axe5 &xe5 21.a5 Bb3% Black has the standard «Benko compensation». Black 
has strong pressure on the b-file, and White’s a4- and b2-pawns are weak.] 16...A¢4 17.295 &f8 
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Position after: 17... 2f8 


18.&ed1?! Ebrahimi Herab — Kovalchuk Lichess.org 2021. Now the strongest is the following 
novelty. 18...Age5!N 19.Axe5 &xe5 20.h4 Bb3 21.2dcel Ye8 22.2d2 Ab6t Black has very 
unpleasant pressure on the queenside. The a4- and b2-pawns are weak and may soon be 
eliminated. 


14...Ae8 
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Position after: 14... He8 
15.4d2 


White directs the knight to c4. Here Black needs to play accurately. 


15.b1!? Played against me in a blitz game on the internet. 15...0c7 16.Axc7 Wxc7 17.Wic2 
Aryamannkid — Kovalchuk Lichess.org 2021. This is where I recommend an important improvement. 
17...4b7!N 
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Position after: 17...8&8b7!N 


This move has two ideas: the first is to put the queen on b3 and the second, to move in case of f7-f5, 
destroying White’s center. 18.4\d2 The knight is not letting the queen go on b3. [18.2d2 “/b3! 
19.4xb3 &xb3= The b2- pawn will be lost soon.] 18...f5! 19.AB We5 20.AxeS 2xe5 21.63 Bxa4 
22.exf5 Wxd5+ 23.2g1 He4 24.h3 Ed4 25.fxg6 Hd3! 26.¢xh7+ @h8 Black has sacrificed two pawns, 
but has developed a lot of activity. 27.2e3 &c3 28.4ed1 Bxd1+ 29.2xd1 Wxb3 30.We2 Wf7= The h7- 
pawn will be lost and the position is equal. 


15...De5! 16.2 


A) 16.f4?! This only helps Black. 16...Ad3 17.8e3 @b4 18.0c4 /b7 19.8b1 £5!2 Espinosa Veloz, 
E (2544) — Gallego Alcaraz, A (2511) Santa Clara 2018. Black has a great position, and White’s 
center is very vulnerable. 


B) 16.2a3!? c4! 17.63 Wc5 18.Axc4 Axc4 19.bxc4 Wxc4 20.3 Sc8 21.2e3 Scb82 With the last 
move, Black has created the threat of &b8-b5; the a4-pawn is also weak, and Black has no problems 
in this position. 


16...Ac7 17.Axc7 Wxe7 18.f4 Ad7 
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Position after: 18...@d7 
19.8b1 


19.4\c4 Ab6! 20.He3 [20.Axb6 It is quite simple for Black to play after this move. 20...W%xb6 21.£a2 
2d4! 22.2d2 b3= Black has enough compensation for equality.] 20...W%d7! 21.a5 Wb5 22.2d2 2d4! 
23.h4 &xe3 24.2xe3 Ac42 White’s pawns on a5 and b2 are weak; Black has sufficient counterplay. 


19...Wa5 20.b3 We3 21.Wd1 Wd3 22.203 


“7s Up - YA 
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Position after: 22.2a3 


In this position, the perfect solution is to blow up the center, as in Ntiloudi, D (1913) — Meenakshi, S 
(2310) Kalamaria 2006. 


22...£5! 23.exf5 Wxd5+ 24.08 Wxd1 25.8exd1 Af6 26.fxe6 hxg6 27.05 Ba7z 


Despite the fact that he is missing a pawn, Black has excellent compensation due to the weakness of 
the b3-pawn. Black wants to play ...&b7 and if White tries to defend the b3-pawn, then of course ...c4 
will follow. 


( b) 13.2 } 


As 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 dé 7.Af3 26 8.c4 &xfl 9.2xfl &e7 10.3 
0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 12.04! Whe! 13.%c2!? 
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Position after: 13.4§c2!? 
Since the queen does not control the squares along the a6-f1 diagonal, the following move is strong. 
13...c4! 


For some reason I often forget to play this move. The purpose of the move is to send the knight on d7 
to c5, and then to d3 or b3. White has several options in this position. 


13...&fb8?! I have tried to play this in rapid. It is usual to play in this way, but there are exceptions to 
any tule. 14.Ab5 De8 15.295 Dc7 16.2xe7 Axb5 17.axb5 f6 18.Ad2+ Mikhailov Artem — 
Kovalchuk Rostov 2021. My young rival got a clearly better game, but in the next game I was lucky 
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and was able to escape. 


Position after: 13...c4! 


14.23 


ee TO 10 5 ee 


A) 14.4b5 The knight on bS5 is in a strong position and besides, White is attacking the c4-pawn. 
14...2c5! 15.Wixc4 [15.23 See the line with 14.2e3] 15...Acxe4 16.2e3 Wb7! The d5-pawn is 


weak. 17.¥/c6 Bfb8 


Position after: 17...&fb8 
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18.Ac7 [18.Wxb7 Bxb7 19.8hd1 Ad7 20.2d4 Aec5F Black is somewhat better.] 18...2a5 19.b4 
Wxb4 20.2hb1 Wxb1 21.8xb1 &xb1 22.4d2 Axd2 23.2xd2 He5 24.Wa8+ 2f8 25. 2h6 


GED 7 7 
ae ad. eT a 
Position after: 25.2h6 
25...0d7 26.Ab5 Scxb5! 27.axb5 Exb5= Yes, White’s pieces have tied up the black pieces (the 


knight on d7 and the bishop on f8) but it is difficult for White to strengthen his position; White 
needs to keep an eye on the d5-pawn, so objectively speaking, this game should end in a draw. 


B) 14.W/e2 This looks like a waste of time. 14...2fc8 15.2e3 Ac5! 
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Position after: 15...®c5! 


16.0d4 [16.%xc4 “e4!2 There are numerous threats. Black is clearly not worse in this position. ] 
16...4%b7! 17.Wxc4 Acxe4 18.Wb5 Wxb5 19.axb5 “xc3 20.bxc3 @xd52 Smythe, A (2215) — 
Gagliardi, V (2101) ICCF email 2012. Black has won back the pawn and can boldly face the future. 


14...0c5 


errs “es 
Yy mY, a8 


Og ed PY 


STTTTS e, og FEFFFS 4S, , ppp gpg ttt 


a) we 


aS OF ot ee 
\N 


abcdefgoh 
Position after: 14...0c5 
15.0d2!? 


This has been tried against me. 


15.Ab5!? Wg4! 16.204 [16.2xc5!? Wxc5 17.h3 We5 18.Axe5 Bxe5 19.khcl Bfc8s In this position, 
Black has excellent compensation for the pawn due to the powerful bishop on e5, which keeps the b2- 
pawn in its sights.] 16...2xd4 17.@fxd4 In this position, I recommend the following move. 17...e5!N 
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Position after: 17...e5!N 


18.4\c6 [18.dxe6? fxe6 19.2hfl &xf2+! 20.Rxf2 4e3+—+ Black has a decisive advantage.] 18...Axe4! 
19.Wixe4 Wxf2+ 20.2h3 f5 21.Wel Wxb2 22.Wc3 Wh 23.Bafl Wa2% Black is not worse. The white 
king is in a susceptible position, and @\g4-f2 is a threat. 


15...8b4! 
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Position after: 15...W{b4! 
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16.Ab5 


16.2xc5!? Wxc5 17.Bhcl 2h6 18.2a3 Ae4 19.4d1 e6 20.13 Af 21.dxe6 fxe6 22.4)f2 d5a Thanks to 
the flexible c4- and d5-pawns, Black has sufficient compensation. 


16...Ab3!N 


This is an improvement over the following game which I played on the internet. 


16...2)xa4? kichot78 — Kovalchuk lichess.org 2021. Now my opponent could have obtained a better 
game by playing 17.4c7!. 
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Position after: 17.@c7! 


It turns out that the black rook on a8 has no moves. 17...0g4 18.Axa8 Axe3+ 19.fxe3 Axb2 20.Af3 
c3 21.4c7+ Black has some compensation due to the passed c3-pawn, but this is not enough to 
equalize. 


17.8a3 Dg4 18.24 Bxa4 19.8xa4 Wxa4 
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Position after: 19...Wixa4 


20.Aa3 


20.Wixc4 Wxc4 21.Axc4 Sc8 22.Aba3 2d4 23.f3 Af2 24.2b1 Ad3 25.23 Bxe3 26.Axe3 Zb8a 
Thanks to his active pieces, Black has sufficient compensation for equality. 


20...Wa7 21.Adxc4 Bb8 22.h3 DAf6 23.2e3 We7 24.8d1 Ad7= 


Position after: 24...0d7x% 
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Black’s pieces are active, especially the knight on b3 and the bishop on g7 attacking the weak d4- 
pawn. Black has enough compensation for equality. 
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1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 dé 7.Af3 26 8.c4 &xfl 9.2xfl 297 10.¢3 
0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 12.24! Wb6! 13.e2! 
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Position after: 13.%e2! 


The most common and dangerous move. From here the queen controls important squares along the 
a6-fl diagonal. Additionally, the queen protects the e4-pawn. 


13...2fb8! 
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Position after: 13...&fb8! 


Taking over the b-file with the rook, and putting additional pressure on the weak b2-pawn. A critical 
position of the variation has arisen that is of great importance for the entire opening. 


14.2d2!? 


In this tactical way White is trying to withdraw his pieces, using the fact that Black cannot play 
14...Wxb2? because of 15.2hb1 Wc2 16.4e1 and the black queen is caught. We will also consider 
rarer continuations, together with another dangerous continuation, 14.4b5, in the next subchapters. 


A) 14.&e1 This leads to the positions considered under 13.4e1. 


B) 14.2d2!? It is also important to consider the transfer of the knight to c4. 14...Wa6! 15.Yxa6 Exa6 
Having exchanged queens, White’s pawns are weakened further, since the strongest piece was a 
good defender. Now Black can exert pressure on the a4-pawn, for example, by doubling the rooks 
on the a-file and playing ...@b6. 
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Position after: 15...2xa6 


B1) 16.2b1?! Simunic, K (1866) — Popovic, I (2179) Zadar 2016. 16...Ae8!N Now this is strong, 
creating the threat of ...2xc3 when the a4-pawn will be lost, so White has to return the rook. 
17.2al Ab6 18.2a3 Hba8F White cannot defend the a4-pawn, and Black’s queenside initiative 
continues. 


B2) 16.£a3!N The most competent move. This continuation has not occurred in practice. White 
wants to play b3 defending the weak a4-pawn. Other moves that have been encountered in practice 
are worse. 16...Ae8 17.Ab5 Ab6 18.b3 £5! 19.f3 fxe4 20.fxe4 


z eon 
-” wih 
VM A 


Ws 


<a. 
— 


WY 


Yi, 
a 


SN 


= i Fe Ae 


a8: 


492 


Position after: 20.fxe4 


White has managed to keep the extra pawn, but now Black continues to develop the initiative with 
the following line. 20...c4! 21.Axc4 Axc4 22.bxc4 &c8 23.a5 Hxc42 Black has excellent 
counterplay, due to the weakness of the e4- and a5-pawns. 


C) 14.h3 De8! 15.Ab5 Ac7 16.Axc7 Wxc7 17.8a2 
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Position after: 17.4a2 


Now, by activating the queen, Black gets a fully-fledged game. 17...%b6 18.2d1 Wb4 19.Wc2 Wb3% 
Black has excellent compensation due to the weak pawns on a4, b2 and e4. 


14...Wae! 
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Position after: 14...Wa6! 


Black is offering an exchange of queens, since it is beneficial for him to do so. It will be easier for 
him to attack the weak pawns. Kaufman does not consider this move in his book “A Repertoire for 
White”, and Aleksey Kornev even writes in his book “A Practical Repertoire for White, Volume 3” 
that it looks dubious! I disagree with the respected theorist, but it is also worth noting that chess is 
very complex and well-known assessments can change over time — this is normal, particularly as 
chess theory develops. 


14...%b3 At first I was leaning towards this move but I am not satisfied with the following variations. 
15.2hb1 Ab6 


494 


yi; a 


Ate 
Z 
Ga 


Se 


a a Cc ae e Lo - h 
Position after: 15... Ab6 


A) 16.8a3 I myself have personally played this move. 16...%c4 17.Wel /b4 18.e5?! In my game, I 
played this, but it’s dubious. Again, 18.a5 is stronger. 18...dxe5 19.@b5? [19.Axe5 Abxd5 20.Axd5 
Wb7 21.2g1 Axd5F 
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Position after: 21... Axd5+ 


The computer gives a score of 0.00, but in practical play I feel it’s easier to play as Black.] 
19...We4+ Kovalchuk — Gunchenko Taganrog 2013. Black clearly has the better game and I was 
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very lucky to draw. 


B) 16.a5! &c4 Parente, A — Zimmermann, N email 2013. Black’s position is playable, but after the 
following line, White’s position is clearly better. 17.Ad1!N 17...h5 18.2c3 2h6 19.Wel Sa7 20.£4 
Kba8 21.Af3 297 22.h3 xa5 23.0d2 Wb8 24.2a3 Ad7 25.94 hxg4 26.hxg4+ Black’s play on the 
queenside is at an impasse. 


15.Ab5! 
With this move, White poses the most difficult problems. The knight on b5 is strong, blocking the 
pressure along the b-file and can also move to c7 at some point. 


15.4xa6?! This only helps Black. 15...2xa6 


A) 16.&hb1 Ebrahimi Herab — Kovalchuk Lichess.org 2021. 16...&b4!N This solves all of Black’s 
problems. 
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Position after: 16...&b4!N 


17.a5 [17.e5 dxe5 18.Qel Hd4 19.2e3 Bc4= Black has no problems.] 17...Axe4 18.Axe4 Exe4 
19.2c3 He2= Black has excellent play. 


B) 16.2a2 Obodchuk, A (2302) — Abrekov, M (2180) Sochi 2019. 16...Ab6!N Now this is strong. 
17.b3 He8 
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Position after: 17...®e8 


18.a5 [18.8cl Wc7 19.Ah4 Ad7 20.2b1 Sab6 21.8ab2 c4 22.b4 Wc5 23.a5 B6b7 24.8c2 Bxb4F 
White’s position is extremely unpleasant.] 18...2xc3! 19.2xc3 £5 20.2d1 fxe4 21.Ag5 Ad70 A 
difficult position has arisen, but Black’s position is not worse since the pawns on a5, b3, and d5 are 


weak. 


15...Ab6! 16.b3 


Here Kornev stops his analysis and gives an evaluation of +/- commenting: “Black delayed and White 
managed to place the knight on b5S.” However, will be skeptical about this assessment! 


16...Ae8! 
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Position after: 16...®e8! 

Attacking the rook on al with the bishop. The knight aims for c7 to exchange the strong knight on bS. 

17.Babl1 


A) 17.2c3 &xc3 18.@xc3 Wxe2 19.@xe2 £5! By immediately attacking the center White gets good 
counterplay. 
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Position after: 19...f5! 
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Al) 20.43?! fxe4 21.095 Af6 22.had1 Now Black has a way to get a great advantage. 22...e3! 
23.fxe3 c4! 24.2d4 [24.bxc4? Axc4 25.hel Hb3—+ Black has a very large advantage.] 24...cxb3 
25.2b1 Abd7+ In view of the passed b3-pawn, White has serious problems. 


A2) 20.exf5 Axd5 21.fxg6 Bxb3 22.Bhdl Aef6 23.gxh7+ &xh7 
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Position after: 23...xh7 


White has an extra pawn, but the a-pawn is too weak, and the c- and d-pawns may advance in the 
future. 24.h3 Ab4 25.a5 Ac6 26.Ag5+ Leg8 27.Af4 Bb5 28.2db1 Ab4 29.a6 £b6 30.Ag6 
Antonenko, V (2303) — Krueger, M (2257) ICCF email 2017. Here, from my human point of view, 
I prefer the following. 30...Afd5 Defending the e7-pawn. 31.h4 2bxa6 32.2xa6 Bxa6 33.h5 &g7= 
Black is okay. 


B) 17.Sael c4! 18.bxc4 Wxa4 
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Position after: 18...Wixa4 


It becomes obvious that White cannot hold the c-pawn. 19.Abd4 Wxc4 20.Ac6 £b7 21.We3 Wab 
22.4fd4 Ac4 23.Wic3 Axd2 24.2al Hagen, T (2426) — Sodomski, A (2255) ICCF email 2014. 
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Position after: 24. al 


White has lost the extra pawn, but he is relying on the activity of his pieces. Now I recommend an 
improvement. 24...2xd4! 25.Axd4 [25.Wxd4 We2! 26. Bxa8 Wf3+ 27.2h3 Wh5+ 28.ve2 WR+= A 
perpetual check results; 25.2xa6 &xc3 26.2xa8 &f8F The two light pieces are stronger than the 
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rook.] 25...Axe4! 26.2xa6 Axc3 27.2xa8 &f8 28.h4 h5 29.8c1 Axd5 30.8cc8 Adc7= Black has a 
knight and two pawns for the rook, which is quite normal from the point of view of material. Black 
needs to solve the problem of the pieces on the 8th rank. If he does this, he can even play for a win, 
although of course the position does not objectively go beyond the equilibrium. 


17...Ac7! 18.295 Ac8! 
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Position after: 18...®c8! 
Now Black wins back the pawn. 
19.b4 Axb5 20.axb5 Wxb5 21.8 xb5 Bxb5 22.bxc5 Bxc5 23.2b4 


23.2hcl 
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Position after: 23.&hcl 


This doesn’t change the state of affairs. 23...2xcl 24.8xcl 2b8 25.2e3 &f8 26.c6 “e8= Gonzalez 
Barcina, F (2169) — Nguyen, P ICCF email 2014. Black has no problems. 


23...h5 24.2e3 Hc3 25.2hb1 Xa2= 


This was played in Berg, A (2385) — Fagerbekk, E (2292) ICCF email 2015. The position is equal and 
the game ended as a draw. 


d) 13.We2 Efb8 14.Ab5 De8 15.-- & 15.8a3 Ac7 16.Axc7 Yxc7 17.b3 Wa5!!N 18.-- - 
' Avrukh’s Line 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 dé 7.Af3 26 8.c4 &xfl 9.2xfl 297 10.g3 
0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 12.24! Yb6 13.We2 Bfb8! 14.Aab5! 


This move is the most dangerous for Black. It is interesting that the world champion Magnus Carlsen 
played this move at a high level for the first time against Bologan in 2012, although at the time 
Magnus was not yet the world champion, although he was a very strong grandmaster. Having 
installed the knight on b5, White is planning to develop the bishop on cl further. 
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Position after: 14. Ab5! 
14...Ace8! 
Since the knight on bS is in a strong position, it is logical that it should be exchanged. Now a critical 


position arises. 
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Position after: 14... ®e8! 


15.8a3!? 
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The idea of the move is to play b3 in order to strengthen the a4-pawn. This move has become 
especially relevant and popular since being recommended by Boris Avrukh in his book “1.d4 
Dynamic Systems”. Everything that comes from Boris’s pen immediately becomes relevant and is 
thoroughly studied by players from all over the world, so of course we will carefully study this line. 


A) 15.225 This is considered later. 


B) 15.W/c2 Very natural too. 15...Ac7 16.Axc7 Wxc7 17.8a2 Wb7 18.225 Grochal, J (2300) — 
Naalden, M (1860) Brasschaat 2018. Now I propose a novelty. 18...h6!N 
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Position after: 18...h6!N 


B1) 19.2xe7?! Wa6 20.8e1 Be8 21.2h4 95 22.2x95 hxg5 23.0xg5 @f6F Materially White is not 
bad — he has three pawns for the piece. Nevertheless Black’s position is more promising since 
White’s queenside pawns are weak, and the e4-pawn also requires protection. 


B2) 19.2d2 Wb3 20.Wxb3 Exb3a White has weak pawns on a4, b2 and e4, and Black can also 
strike at the center at any moment by playing f7-f5. Black has comfortable play. 


C) 15.Ad2 “a6! Creating the threat of ...2xb5. 16.4a3 [16.Ac4? Bxb5 17.axb5 Wxal—+ Exler, V 
(2118) — Plachetka, J (2337) Austria 2018.] 16...c7 
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Position after: 16...@c7 


C1) 17.Ab1!? However, it is possible to continue like this. 17...Axb5 18.axb5 Wb6 19.h3 a5 
20.2xa5 Wxa5 21.4a3 Wb4 22.Rel Lai, H (2419) — Piceu, T (2363) Belgium 2016. 22...b6! Now 
this is strong. 23.2d1 4a42 All of Black’s pieces are active, and the doubled white pawns on the 
b-file are weak. 


C2) 17.2e1 Axb5 18.axb5 
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Position after: 18.axb5 


It is worth playing the following line here. 18...%b6! 19.@b1 Ba5 20.8xa5 Wxa5 21.0a3 Wb4 
22.2d1 Ab62 Black takes the knight to a4 where it will attack the b2-pawn. Black’s position is not 
worse. 


15...Ac7 16.Axc7 Wxe7 17.b3 


Black has exchanged his knight on f6 for the knight on b5. White was able to transform the pawn 
configuration on the queenside — the a4-pawn is not vulnerable, but the b3-pawn is a weakness. It is 
poorly protected by the rook on a3 without participating in the game, but nevertheless Black needs to 
play accurately, because if White is given time, he will be able to reorganize his pieces and remain 
with a healthy extra pawn up. Now I recommend the following novelty. 
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Position after: 17.b3 
17...Wa5!!N 


This move is the strongest. Avrukh considers various options, but he does not consider this particular 
move. The idea of the move is to play ...%c3 attacking the b3-pawn. 


18.4d2!? 


An important move. 


18.2d2 See the next subchapter. 
18...8%c3! 19.Ac4 Bxb3!! 20.2.d2 Wxc4 21.Wixe4 Bxa3 22.25 2d4! 


It is important to place the bishop on d4 in order to create pressure on the f2- square. What has 
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happened so far? Black has sacrificed the queen for a rook and knight. White’s main trump is the 
passed a5-pawn; if it were not there, then Black would not have any shadow of a problem. However, 
White still has some initiative because of the a5-pawn. Nevertheless the position is quite playable for 
Black. 


Se 


Position after: 22...2d4! 
23.We2 


23.Wib5!? Ae5 24.Wb7 Be8 Black is also ready to set his passed c-pawn in motion. 25.Hd1 h5 26.a6 
Ra2 27.8e1 g5! 
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Position after: 27...g5! 


The ensuing play is very complex and serves as an illustrative example of how the game can develop. 
28.a7 24 29.Wib8 Ef8!& It’s so hard for White to make any progress, and the position is objectively 
balanced. 


23...h5 


It is useful to expand on the kingside. Now the black king has more space and at some point, Black 
will have ...h4 in mind. 


24.2b1 De5 25.2b3 Ral 
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Position after: 25...Bal 
26.2b2 


26.2b7 Black maintains maximum tension in the position. 26...2a3! 27.2&xe7 Eb8 28.f4 &b2 29.Wxb2 
2xb2 30.fxe5 &xe5= The position is still equal. 


26...c4! 


Black connects his trump card to the game. It is better not to take White’s rook on b2; the bishop on 
d4 is very strong and does not need to be given away. 


27.Ba2 Bxa2 28.Wxa2 c3 29.214 Bb8 30.Wad Sc5 31.a6 Bb2! 
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Position after: 31...&b2! 
The f2-pawn is attacked and Black is looking to mate! 
32.2xe5 


It is better for White to immediately eliminate the dangerous knight. 


32.a7? Bxf2+ 33.Lh3 [33.Lh1 This doesn’t help. 33...Ag4 34.a8=W+ Wh7 35.Wa2 c2—+ Black wins. ] 
33...Ag4 34.a8=W+ Yh7 35.Wa2 c2—+ White is about to be mated. 


32...dxe5 33.Wc6 


33.a7 Rxf2+ 34.eh3 &xa7 35.Wixa7 
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Position after: 35.¥xa7 


35...c2 36.Wc7 g5 37.24 h4= White has no resources to improve his position. His king is cut off from 
play and the queen must control the c2-pawn. Neither side can improve their position, so the game 
must end in a draw. 


33...204 34.a7 


a 


Position after: 34.a7 
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34...2xa7 35.Wa8+ 2b8 36.Wa3 2d6 37.Wxc3 He2 38.We4 Bb2= 


Black has a safe position — his bishop and rook do an excellent job against the lone queen. There are 
no feasible pawn breakthroughs. Although f2-f4 is problematic, the f2-pawn itself is a target that is 
only protected by the king. The position is equal. 


( e) 13.We2 Bfb8 14.Ab5 De8 15.8a3 Ac7 16.Axc7 Wxe7 17.b3 Wa5!!N 18.2d2 


= 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 dé 7.Af3 26 8.c4 &xfl 9.2xfl &e7 10.3 
0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 12.24! Hb6 13.We2 Bfb8! 14.Ab5! Ae8! 15.8a3!? Ac7 16.Axec7 Wxe7 17.b3 
WaSl!N 18.2d2 


It looks like a very reasonable move for White, he immediately challenges the queen on a5 and 
develops the bishop. 
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Position after: 18.2d2 

18...Wa6! 

The exchange of queens is beneficial for Black as White’s pawns become more vulnerable. 
19.Wxa6 Bxa6 20.8e1!? 


White can prepare against the ...f5 break. 
20.a5 f5! 
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Position after: 20...f5! 
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Undermining White’s center and now a long series of logical moves follows. 21.exf5 Af6 22.fxg6 
hxg6 23.h4 @xd5 24.h5 exh5 25.2xh5 Ac3 26.2e1 2f6! Controlling the g5-square with the bishop 


and giving the black king even more space. 27.2f5 Ab1 28.8a4 Exb3 29.A¢5 Lysyj, I (2605) — 
Kovalchuk, A (2379) Chelyabisnk 2021. 


Position after: 29. Ag5 
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It is worth saying that I lost the game, but this is not at all because of the opening. Now, in this 
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critical position, the following move easily solves all of Black’s problems. 29...4a3!N 30.224 I was 
afraid of this move when I was playing the game. However, on closer analysis, none of the discovery 
checks with the knight is dangerous, and then Black plays 30...@)c2! easily solving all the problems. 
31.2d2 Ad4 32.8ff4 &f8 33.Ae4 &f7= The black knight on d4 occupies a formidable position. 
White’s attack on the black king has reached a dead end, and the position is approximately equal. 


20...Ab6! 
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Position after: 20...b6! 
White still cannot adequately prevent the thematic blow ...f5. 
21.e3 


21.a5 £5! 22.exf5 Axd5 23.fxg6 hxg6 24.h4 2f6 25.025 “b4 26.2b1 d500 White’s a5- and b3-pawns 
are weak. Black is about to play &b8-b5 attacking the a5-pawn. 


21...2f8! 

Reinforcing the main idea of ...f5. 

22.h3 £5 23.exf5 Axd5 24.2d3 Bxf50o 

Black has won back the pawn and is standing quite comfortably. 


( f) 13.We2 Bfb8 14.Ab5 De8 15.2¢5 h6 16.2xe7 Bb7 17.-- 


913 


1.44 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 dé 7.Af3 26 8.e4 &xfl 9.2xfl 297 10.3 
0-0 11.%2g2 Abd7 12.04! Wb6 13.We2 Bfb8! 14.Ab5! Ae8 15.8¢5! 


This active move attacks the e7-pawn. This was also the choice of Magnus Carlsen in his 2012 game 
against Bologan. This move is the most popular and it is the choice of theoreticians, for example the 
Russian grandmaster and streamer Sergey Shipov plays this. Black must play quite accurately in this 
variation in order not to get into a bad position, so deep knowledge will be required if you are playing 
as Black. 
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Position after: 15.2¢5! 
15...h6! 


Most accurate. Black sacrifices the e7-pawn in order to infiltrate the bishop into Black’s camp. 


15...2£8?! Even grandmasters rated 2600+ such as Evgeny Bareev do not play this position in the 
best way. 16.Ad2 [16.W{c2!? Ac7 17.Axc7 Wxc7 18.khb1+ White’s chances are better.] 16...Ac7 
17.Ac4 
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Position after: 17.c4 


17...8%{b7 18.Axc7 Wxc7 19.a5+ Shipov, S (2541) — Bareev, E (2638) Lichess.org INT 2021. White 
has a clearly better position. 


16.2xe7 


The key continuation. 


16.2f4N In practice (even by correspondence) no one has played this move before. 16...A\c7 17.Axc7 
Wxc7 18.2hb1 White does not have time to repel the onslaught along the b-file after the following 
move. 18...2b4! 19.W%c2 4b7 White cannot defend the b-pawn. 20.8d2 Bxb2 21.8xb2 Wxb2 22.Wxb2 
2xb2 23.Ha2 29700 Black has an excellent position. 


16...2b7! 


With this move, Black is preparing to play ...@e5 by attacking the bishop on e7. In principle, this is 
the only way to attack the e7-bishop and thereby reveal the flaw of White’s 15th move. A critical 
position has arisen and White has a choice of several logical moves. 


Position after: 16...2b7! 


17.8he1!? 
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Instead, 17.2a3 is the main line which will be analyzed in the next two subchapters. 


A) 17.g4?! I do not like this move despite the fact that this was played by correspondence. It is 
clearly dubious. 17...¢5 18.h4 AeS 19.hxg5 Ag6! 20.6g3 Bxe7 21.gxh6 Be5+ 22.Axe5 dxe5 


Position after: 22...dxe5 
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23.We3 [23.g5? @h7 24.2hd1 Ad6—+ Pligin, S (2495) — Pfretzschner, R (2547) ICCF email 2012. 
Black’s knights have blocked the white pawns and White’s position is strategically lost.] 23...4b7 
24.Wg5 &h7F Kratochvil, V (2270) — Batchelor, P (2216) ICCF email 2015. Black’s play is easier, 
and it is obvious that White’s aim is to achieve a draw. 


B) 17.2d2!? Wa6! 18.4\c4?! This move leads to difficulties. [18.2hel!? Ab6 19.2xd6 
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Position after: 19. 2xd6 


Now there is a tactical skirmish. 19...2xa4 20.b3 2xal 21.8xal Wxb5 22.Wxb5 &xb5 23.8xa4 Exa4 
24.bxa4 &b200 Black has won the exchange, but the fight is not over yet.] 18...Ab6 19.2xd6 
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Position after: 19. 2xd6 


19...Axc4 20.Wixc4 Axd6 21.Wxc5 @xe4—+ Diermair, A (2426) — Milanovic, D (2476) Bad 
Gleichenberg 2013. Black has a decisive advantage in view of his active pieces and the weak white 
pawns. 


17...Ae5 18.Axe5 Bxe5 19.2h4 Ac7 20.f4 2g7 
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Position after: 20...227 
21.94 


21.843 Axb5 22.axb5 Bab8 23.b3 Wc7 24.94 2c3 25.2f1 Sxb5 26.213 Bd4 27.Wdl Wc8o Petersons, 
I (2316) — Gonzalez, B (2380) ICCF email 2014. Black is fine here. 


21...8ab8 22.e5 g5! 23.fxg5 hxg5 24.293 


24.2x¢5 If White takes the pawn, then the following line leads to the inevitable loss of the b2-pawn. 
24...&xe5 25.Badl Axb5 26.axb5 Wxb5 27.Wxb5 Exb5= Black has no problems. 


24...Axb5 25.8/xb5 Wd8 26.%d3 Bxb2+ 27.&¢1 c4! 
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Position after: 27...c4! 
A tricky move. 
28.Wf5 


28.Wixc4 &xe5 29.2xe5 dxe5 30.We4 [30.2xe5?? This is a blunder due to the following. 30...%b6+! 
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Position after: 30...W&b6+! 
31.eh1 Wf2—-+ Black wins.] 30...28b4 31.4%/xe5 Exe4+ 32.eh1 Hge2= Black is not worse because of 
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the super-dangerous rooks that have penetrated into White’s second rank. 
28...dxe5 29.2xe5 Bd2= 


The d5-pawn is weak, and if Black plays Kbb2, the white king cannot feel secure, as in Quirk, M 
(1986) — Belanoff, S (2211) ICCF email 2017. 


g) 13.We2 8fb8 14.0b5 Ae8 15.295 h6 16.2xe7 Bb7 17.8a3 De5 18.Axe5 2xe5 19.2h4 Ac7 
20.¢4 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 d6 7.Af3 26 8.c4 &xfl 9.2xfl &e7 10.3 
0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 12.24! Yb6 13.We2 Bfb8! 14.Ab5! De8 15.8¢5! h6! 16.2xe7 Bb7! 17.8a3!? 
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Position after: 17.4a3!? 


Of the many possible moves, this one is the most useful. From here the rook can take part along the 
third rank, and is protected by the b2-pawn; or White can play b3, removing the pawn away from the 
g7-bishop’s sight. 


17...Ae5! 18.Axe5 2xe5 19.2h4 Ac7 20.¢4!? 


It is important to consider this worthy alternative. Alternatively, 20.f4 is the subject of the last 
subchapter. 


20...Axb5 
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Position after: 20... Oxb5 
21.axb5 &xa3 22.bxa3 Wxb5 23.Wxb5 Bxb5 24.293 &xg3 25.hxg3 Bad 


In the position that has arisen, White has an extra pawn in the rook ending. However, as Siegbert 
Tarrasch said, “Rook endings cannot be won’. Black has an active rook; White can try to improve his 
position in different ways, but as the analysis shows, Black holds. 
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Position after: 25...8a5 
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26.8b1 


A) 26.2al a4! 27.4 [27.2£3!? This also shouldn’t be enough for White. 27...&g7 28.2e3 &f6 


Position after: 28...©&f6 
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29.2f4 &e7 30.%e3 LF6 31.f3 gs 32.hd3 £5 33.gxf5 exf5 34.f4+ Lf6 35.exf5 &xf5 36.&c3 &e4 


37.2b3 Hd4 38.04 


Position after: 38.a4 


eS eS 


a 


922 


38...©xg3 39.&c3 Exf4 40.a5 h5= The h-pawn gives sufficient counter chances for a draw. ] 
27...2xe4 28.04 He7 29.a5 f8 30.f5 Ha7 31.2f3 e7 32.he4 Vinchev, S (2436) — Pfretzschner, R 
(2545) ICCF email 2013. The players in this position agreed to a draw. 


B) 26.2xh6 This is not dangerous because of the following variation. 26...2a4! 27.&f3 Bxa3+ 
28.%f4 Ba2 29.3 c4! 
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Position after: 29...c4! 


The c-pawn gives Black sufficient counter chances for a draw. 30.&h1 c3 31.&cl1 c2 32.e5 Ha4+ 
33.8e3 Ha3+ 34.he2 Bc3 35.exd6 &f8 Mut Company, G (2312) — Vegjeleki, A (2303) ICCF email 
2014. The opponents agreed to a draw here. 


26...2f8 27.2b3 Rad 28.f3 &e7 29.hf2 &f6 30.%e3 He5 31.f44+ L£6 32.ef3 Bcd 33.2b6 e7 
34.2b7+ &e8 35.2b3 
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Position after: 35.2b3 


This was played in Szczepanski, Z (2549) — Pfretzschner, R (2548) ICCF email 2013. Play can 
proceed in different ways, but the following seems easiest to me. 


35...2d7 36.f5 Le7 37.2b7+ Lf6 38.2d7 Hc3+ 39.h¢2 oxf5 40.exf5 &g5 41.2xf7 &xed 42.f6 &g5 
43.2f8 8xa3 44.f7 &f6= 


White is unable to convert this endgame. 


h) 13.We2 Bfb8 14.Ab5 De8 15.2¢5 h6 16.2xe7 2b7 17.8a3 De5 18.Axe5 Lxe5 19.2h4 Ac7 
20.f4 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 dé 7.Af3 26 8.c4 &xfl 9.Lxfl &e7 10.3 
0-0 11.2¢2 Abd7 12.a4! Yb6 13.We2 Sfb8! 14.0b5! De8 15.2¢5! h6! 16.2xe7 Bb7! 17.8a3!? 
Ae5! 18.Axe5 &xe5 19.2h4 Ac7 20.f4 


White is attacking the black bishop and preventing the capture of the white bishop by ...g5 in some 
variations. This is the main continuation. 
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Position after: 20.f4 
20...2297 21.8hal!? 


The most testing continuation. Although other moves are possible, they pose less practical problems. 
A) 21.8cl @xb5 22.axb5 Antonov, N (2389) — Pfretzschner, R (2545) ICCF email 2013. Now I 
prefer the following line. 22...2ab8 23.2a2 Wxb5 24.Wxb5 Exb5 25.8c2 Bxb2 26.8e7 Hxa2 27.2xa2 
2f8= The position is equal. 


B) 21.21 This leads to simplifications. 21...%e8! 22.@h3 Axb5 23.2b3 Wa6b 


SNS FO 


Position after: 23...Wa6 


24.2xb5 Heb8 25.b3 Exb5 26.axb5 Wxb5 27.Wxb5 Sxb5 28.2e7 2f8 29.216 297 30.27 2f8 
31.26 Egoshin, G (2352) — Betker, J (2456) ICCF email 2014. The opponents agreed to a draw 
here. 


21...2ab8! 22.21a2 Axb5 23.axb5 
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Position after: 23.axb5 


This was seen in Hasselmeyer, A (2479) — Betker, J (2456) ICCF email 2014. In this position, I 
propose an improvement. 


23...We7!N 24.2b3 


24.2a5 Wd7 25.b3 Exb5 26.8a7 B8b7 27.2a8+ Lh7 28.f5 Bxb3 29.f6 &h8 30.g4 c42 The c-pawn is 
quite dangerous and Black gets counterplay. 


24...c4 25.8b4 Bxb5 26.Wxc4 Hc5! 27.2xb8+ Wxb8 28.We2 Wb7 29.26 Bb5 30.8c6 Bxb2 31.8c2 
Eb3c 
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Position after: 31...k&b3% 


A position has arisen in which it is difficult for White to improve his position without damaging 
something else. Black’s compensation is based on the fact that his pieces are active and, importantly, 
the position of the white king is open and vulnerable. The pawn structure in the center is also unstable 
— if the e4-pawn advances one square, then the dS5-pawn immediately becomes weak. Next, I give an 
illustrative variation showing how the game can develop. 


32.24 2d4 33.293 Bc5 
Black moves the bishop to an active position. 
34.Wicd 


34.22 2xf2 35.Wxf2 Wb4 36.We2 Ra3 
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Position after: 36...2%a3 


Even in a heavy-piece endgame, it is almost impossible for White to prove that the extra pawn has 
any impact. 37.2b2 Wc5 38.2d2 He3 39.W#2 Wc3 40.e5 dxe5 41.d6 Wce6+ 42.2¢1 Wel+ 43.92 
Wce6+= The game ends in perpetual check. 


34...2b4 


U,V, WV 
= an 


Position after: 34...&b4 
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35.Wd3 Bd4 36.We2 Wb3 37.Lh3 25 38.fxe5 hxg5 39.8cl 2d3 40.%c2 Wa3 41.8b1 &g7 42.292 
Re3 43.Wd2 f6 44.2b7+ &hos 
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Position after: 44...©h6% 


The game continues, but the assessment of sufficient compensation does not change, and Black is 
strong. 


Conclusions 

We have considered the most important line in the Benko Gambit, namely 12.a4!. With this move, 
White aims to play “b5, &2c3 ie. White is trying to cover for his weaknesses, namely the a- and b- 
pawns. I recommend playing 12...!%b6!. Black’s plan includes ...2fb8, ...@\e8-c7-b5 or there is ... a6, 
...2b6. White also needs to watch out for ...c4 or various breaks in the center such as ...e6 or ...f5. 


A critical position arises after 13.&%e2 2fb8. This position is very important and at first we considered 
14.2.d2, which is strongly met by 14...!%a6!. The exchange will be favorable for Black, therefore 
White plays 15.2b5 Ab6 16.b3. In this position I show that after 16...ae8! Black is doing okay. 
Another critical position arises after 14.Ab5 e8. In his book, Avrukh recommends 15.8a3 “c7 
16.Ac7 “c7 17.b3 and here I propose a vital improvement: 17...%a5 !! with the idea of playing ...W%c3 
at some point. 


Finally, I consider 15.2g5 where I recommend 15...h6 16.2xe7 &b7!. The bishop on e7 is practically 
out of play, and the analysis shows that Black is okay. 
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Chapter 9 
Fianchetto System — Sidelines 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 9 — Fianchetto System — Sidelines 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 

a) 6.93 d6 7.292 96 8.b3 297 9.862 Abd7 10.-- & 10.Dh3 0-0 11.0-0 Wb6 12.-- & 12.2 
b) 6.23 d6 7.222 26 8.63 827 9.2b2 Abd7 10.Dh3 0-0 11.0-0 Wb6 12.83 

c) 6.4c3 96 7.Af3 d6 8.23 287 9.2h3 

d) 6.c3 6 7.A63 d6 8.23 227 9.222 Abd7 10.0-0 Ab6 11.-- 

e) 6.Ac3 26 7.Af3 d6 8.93 227 9.2e2 Abd7 10.0-0 Ab6 11.22 

f) 6.Ac3 26 7.A£3 d6 8.23 227 9.822 Abd7 10.0-0 Ab6 11.2b1 

2) 6.c3 86 7.083 d6 8.23 827 9.822 Abd7 10.0-0 Abb 11.8el 0-0 12.-- & 12.Ad2 

h) 6.c3 £6 7.Af3 d6 8.23 227 9.822 Abd7 10.0-0 Abs 11.8e1 0-0 12.8f4 

i) 6.Ac3 £6 7.AB d6 8.23 227 9.822 Abd7 10.0-0 Ab6 11.Zel 0-0 12.€4 


a) 6.23 d6 7.222 96 8.b3 227 9.2b2 Abd7 10.-- & 10.Ah3 0-0 11.0-0 Wb6 12.-- & 12.42 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.¢3!? 


Now we will consider the system related to the development of the bishop on g2. In closed positions, 
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fianchettoing the bishop is often a popular development — the bishop on the g2-square presses along 
the long light diagonal and in many positions it is not easy for Black to attack the kingside, since the 
bishop protects the king. 
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Position after: 6.g3!? 
6...d6 7.2g2 26 8.b3!? 
In this part, we’ll take a look at this interesting continuation. 
8...297 9.2b2 Abd7 


White needs to act with caution, as the d5-pawn requires protection. 


Position after: 9...@bd7 


10.Hh3! 


The most accurate move. By going to the edge of the board, the knight does not block the bishop on 
g2. The knight also aims for f4, from where it can additionally defend the d5-pawn. 


A) 10.43?! I can’t recommend this superficial move. 10...%a5! 11.4%d2 0-0 12.Ah3 Abramovic, B 
(2461) — Nestorovic, N (2452) Valjevo 2010. Now the next move is very strong. 12...c4!N 


Position after: 12...c4!N 
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13.0-0 &fc8 14.8fcl Hcb8 Black’s pieces have developed strong pressure on the queenside. A 
possible line is as follows. 15.8c2 2c8 16.bxc4 Ae5 17.Ab1 25 18.2c3 Wa7 19.8cl Axc4 20.Wel 
Be8 21.e3 Ag4 22.8xg7 &xg7 23.Ac3 Aa3F Despite the fact that White has an extra pawn, Black’s 
pieces are much more active. The ...@c2 fork is threatened, and the knight on g4 can also go to e5, 
threatening to jump to d3 or c4. 


B) 10.43 “b6 Black begins to put pressure on the d5-pawn, trying to force the weakening move 
e2-e4. 11.Ah4 2b7! 


B1) 12.4c3!? Afxd5 13.Wd2 0-0 14.A0xd5 &xb2 15.A\xe7+ Wxe7 16.Wxb2 White has retained an 
extra pawn in the position, but it is not so simple. 16...d5 17.0-0 d4! 


ie a a 


abcdef gh 


pay : ZZ Yin vert 7, 
UY YG GEE 


Position after: 17...d4! 


An important move, after which there is control over the c3-square, and the e2-pawn also becomes 
backward. 18.&fel Ad5 19.e3 Bfe8 20.h3 dxe3 21.8xd5 &2xd5 22.k&xe3 Wb7& A position has 
arisen in which Black has sufficient compensation for the pawn, since the light squares in White’s 
camp are weak. The bishop on d5 is clearly stronger than the knight, which is on the outskirts. 
Black can also consider the standard ...c4 when he sees fit. 


B2) 12.e4?! This natural move is in fact a serious inaccuracy. 12...2a6! 13.@d2 0-0 14.2f1 
Bykhovsky, A (2406) — Kasparov, S (2493) playchess.com INT 2005. 
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Position after: 14. &f1 


14...2xf1!N Now this is strong. 15.@xfl Axe4! 16.2xg7 Axd2+ 17.Wxd2 &xg7F Black has 
restored the material balance, but his position is already clearly better, since White’s pawn 
structure is vulnerable — the queenside pawns and the d5-pawn are especially weak. 


10...0-0 11.0-0 Yb6! 


With this strong move Black creates the idea of playing c5-c4, using the fact that the bishop on b2 is 
unprotected. The queen on b6 is generally in an active position. Black is ready to play Efb8 with 
standard play on the queenside. In this position White has tried to play in different ways. Let’s 
consider the different possibilities. 
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Position after: 11...W4b6! 
12.%d2!? 


Quite a logical move. 


A) 12.4\d2!? The former world champion Karpov played this move. 12...c4! 13.@f4 Karpov, A 
(2755) — Kunze, K (2215) Berlin East 1989. [13.8el Bfc8 14.8c1 cxb3 15.8xc8+ 2xc8 16.axb3 
4\c52 Seres, L (2444) — Franchini, G (2159) Budapest 2000. 
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Position after: 16...Ac52 
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Black is fine here — the b3-pawn is weak and may be lost in the future.] Now the strongest 


continuation is 13...g5!N. 


Position after: 13...g5!N 
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14.Ah3 Bfc8! 15.Ab1 h6 16.2d4 &b7= Black has excellent compensation, as his pieces are located 
actively, while the white cavalry is extremely passive. 


B) 12.W/c2 Pointless since Black can still play the following move. 12...c4! 


Position after: 12...c4! 
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13.2c3 [13.bxc4 &xc4F Black has slightly better chances due to the greater activity of his pieces. ] 
13...cxb3 14.axb3 Bfc8 15.@%b2 Hab8 16.2a3 2c42 Lewkowitz, A — Morgado, J corr 1984. Black is 
not worse because of the weaknesses of the b3- and d5-pawns. 


C) 12.4c3 c4 13.8a4 Baburin, A (2520) — Zamengo, F (2107) Porto San Giorgio 2013. 13...&%b5! 
14.2.4 [If 14.4c3 Black is not obliged to repeat the position, but can play the following line 
instead. 14...%b4! 
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Position after: 14...W{b4! 


15.8b1 cxb3 16.axb3 Hfb8 17.2al @c5F The b3-pawn is about to fall and Black’s chances are 
slightly better.] 14...cxb3 15.Ac3 Wb4 16.axb3 Sfb8 17.Af4 Ac5F The b3-pawn is a weakness. 
Black’s chances are slightly better. 

D) 12.8e1!? However, one of the founders of the double-fianchetto system, the Romanian 
grandmaster Florin Gheorghiu, played this move. 12...2fb8 13.2c3 Ag4 14.2x97 &xg7 15.Ad2 c4! 
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Position after: 15...c4! 


D1) 16.4xc4!? Capturing in this way is also possible. 16...2xc4 17.bxc4 Ha3 18.e3 Ade5 19.Ag5 
h6 20.He4 £5 21.h3 Axe3 22.8xe3 Exe3! 
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Position after: 22...&xe3! 


23.c5 dxc5 24.fxe3 fxe4 25.2xe4 Wd6 26.2b1 Ba8 27.We2 Ad7= A roughly balanced position 
transpires, since almost all the white pawns are weaknesses and the black pieces are active. 


D2) 16.bxc4 ®ge5 17.8cl Bc8 18.0 f4 Gheorghiu, F (2605) — Jacobs, B London 1980. 
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18...2xc4!N This solves Black’s problems. 


SG) Fe 


Position after: 18...28xc4!N 
19.Axc4 Bxc4 20.Ae6+ &g8 21.Bxc4 Axc4 22.Wal Wb2 23.Wxb2 Axb2 24.8al a4! 25.Ad8 
Ac4 26.e3 &f8 27.Ac6 Acb6 28.h4 Af6= White is unable to keep the extra pawn. 
E) 12.%a3!? The idea of the move is to prevent ...c4. 12...2fb8 


E1) 13.4f4!? Ustinov, A (2098) — Stankovic, M (2312) Moscow 2009. Now I propose 
13... Qh5!N. 


Position after: 13... 0h5!N 


14.2x07 Oxf4 15.gxf4 &xe7 16.Ac2 Was 17.Wel Wxel 18.8fxel f5!% Black has excellent 
compensation due to the pressure on the queenside. Black can, for example, double along the a- 
file. White needs to keep a close eye on the weak d5-pawn. 

E2) 13.Ac2 Bykhovsky, A (2452) — Shevelev, D (2324) Tel Aviv 2002. Here I suggest an 
improvement. 13...W/a5!N 14.8el Ab6 15.e4 Ac4 16.2xf6 2xf6 17.bxc4 Bxal 18.Wxal 2xc42 
The a-pawn is lost soon, and in the future the passed c-pawn can give White a lot of trouble. 


12...2fb8! 


Adding a fighter to the pressure on the b-file. 
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Position after: 12...&fb8! 
13.2¢3 


This move, the choice of the Ukrainian grandmaster Yuri Kruppa, is the most logical. 


A) 13.4a3?! Dubious due to the following line. 13...c4! 14.2d4? [14.2ab1!? cxb3 15.axb3 Wb4 
16.Wxb4 Exb4 17.2c3 Ebb8 18.Bfel 2b7 19.Ac4 Axd5= Thanks to the better pawn structure, 
Black’s chances are slightly better.] 14...Ae4! 15.2xe4 Alberola Mulet, B — Camarena Gimenez, R 
Valencia 1996. 
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Position after: 15.2xe4 


15...¥4%xd4! The strongest move. 16.Wxd4 2xd4 17.2ab1 cxb3 18.axb3 2xe2 19.Bfel 2g4 20.Ac2 
2c3 21.Be3 Bd2 22.8d3 Ac5 23.8xd2 Axe4 24.2d4 @c3—+ White loses an exchange in a hopeless 
position. 


B) 13.43?! c4! 14.8fb1 Navarro Nicolas, V (2211) — Alcazar Jimenez, J (2231) Madrid 2013. 
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Position after: 14. &fb1 


14...Ac5! The knight is brought into the game. 15.2a3 Wa5 16.2xc5 Wxc5 17.bxc4 “g4 18.2xb8+ 
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Exb8 19.Hcl 2h6 20.e3 Axe3 21.Ad1 “g4t Black has a pleasant initiative for the pawn. 


13...Ae5!N 
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Position after: 13...0e5!N 
14.8c1!? 


A quiet continuation. 


14.0f4 De8! 15.hd1 Ac7 16.4a3 Sb7! 17.Wcl Bba7 18.2b2 Bc8oo Black’s position is not worse at 
all; the a2- pawn is weak, and Black has strong pressure along the a-file. 


14...2c8 
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Position after: 14... 2c8 
The bishop is moved to a more functional position. 
15.4 f4!? 


15.425 h6 16.8&xe5 dxe5 17.He4 Axe4 18.2xe4 £5 19.222 e4 20.A0c3 Wf6 21.Bab1 Wd42 White’s 
extra pawn has no impact at all. Black has the advantage of the two bishops, and the light-squared 
bishop on g2 is out of play. 


15...2f5 16.h3 2e4! 17.f3 Bf5 18.e4 c4+! 
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Position after: 18...c4+! 
19.2h2 


19.2d4? Bad, because of the following line. 19...Axe4! 20.fxe4 A+! 21.2xf3 Wxd4+ 22.Wxd4 
2xd4+ 23.892 @xal 24.exf5 Bxa2+ 25.h1 cxb3—+ Black has a winning position. 


19...2.d7! 20.bxc4 Axc4 21.Wel We3t 
Black has some initiative due to his more active pieces. 


( b) 6.23 d6 7.222 g6 8.b3 297 9.2b2 Abd7 10.h3 0-0 11.0-0 Wb6 12.2c3 


1.d4 Df6 2.¢4 5 3.05 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.93!? d6 7.222 g6 8.b3!? 297 9.2b2 Abd7 
10.Ah3! 0-0 11.0-0 &b6! 12.2c3!? 


With this move White removes the bishop from the sight of the black queen on the b-file, and thus 
..c4 will not be so dangerous. 
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Position after: 12. 8.c3!? 
12...Ag4! 


In practice, Black has tried different possibilities here, but I recommend playing this move. In the 
Benko Gambit, any exchange of pieces favors Black. In this position, it is quite normal to exchange 
the dark-squared bishops. Black’s knight on g4 1s transferred to eS. 


13.2x97 


13.Af4 c4 14.2h3 Loeffler, S— Hochadel, O Singen 1985. Black has several roughly equivalent 
moves, but I like the following. 14...h5N 15.2x¢7 &xg7 16.Ad2 AdeS5 17.Axc4 Axc4 18.bxc4 Aes 
19.Wc2 &xc4= The a-pawn is weak and may be lost in the future. 


13...2xg7 


What does Black want to do in this position? The main idea now is ...c4, and after the exchange of the 
b- and c- pawns, Black will have the c4-square at his disposal, weakening the a2-pawn further. 
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Position after: 13...xg7 
14.W/d2!? 


The queen can pursue various ideas from this square. 


A) 14.4c3N 14...c4 This was the threat that Black posed. 15.bxc4 &fc8 16.2b1 Wa5 17.Ab5 Exc4@ 
Black is fine; the a-pawn is weak, and the black knights have beautiful squares in the center. 


B) 14.%c2 Another preventative continuation against ...c4. 14...Age5 All the same, it is almost 
impossible for White to avoid the move ...c4. 
B1) 15.4c3 This is probably better. 15...c4 16.0¢5 cxb3 17.axb3 Bfc8 18.Age4 Ac5 19.4)xc5 
Wxce5 20.2fcl Ag4 21.e3 Aedza Black has excellent compensation, with the d3-square at his 
disposal. The b3-pawn is weak, and the d5-pawn can also become weak at some point. 


B2) 15.W/c3?! &xe2! 
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Position after: 15...2xe2! 


16.8e1 2d3 Now the following line isn’t dangerous. 17.f4 c4+ 18.@f2 cxb3 19.fxe5 b2 20.exd6+ 
f6 21.0d2 bxal=W 22.Exal Ae5 23.dxe7 Bfc8—+ Black has a decisive advantage, with an 
exchange and more active pieces. 


C) 14.4d2!? Lazarev, V (2455) — Coutton, S (2155) Cannes 1996. Here I recommend the following 
novelty. 14...Adf6!N 15.Af4 De5 16.Af3 Bfc8 17.2b1 Wa5c Black has excellent compensation. 
The a-pawn is weak, and at some point, Black is ready to play the thematic c5-c4. 


14...8fb8 15.0a3 


Preventing ...c4. 


15.&c1 White tried to prevent ...c4 in this way in Anink, M (1840) — Van der Auweraert, J (1598) 
Delft 2009. Black has some good moves, but I like the following. 15...ade5N 16.4c3 c4 17.8ab1 
cxb3 18.2xb3 Wa7 19.8xb8 Exb8c Black has strong knights, and the a-pawn poses no danger. Black 
has an active position with sufficient compensation for the pawn. 


15...Wb4! 16.4%b2+ 
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Position after: 16.¥§b2+ 


This was played in Kayonde, A (2394) — Dimba, J (2044) Livingstone 2018. 


16.W/xb4 Of course, the exchange of queens is also possible, but this move did not occur in practice. 
16...2xb4 17.Ac2 [17.2fel Hd4 18.Ab1 Agf6 19.e3 Bb4 20.4d2 c42 Black gets his play on the 
queenside. 
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Position after: 20...cad42 


It is important to understand that now it is bad for White to play the following. 21.a3? Exb3! 22.0xb3 
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cxb3+ The strong passed b3-pawn gives Black excellent winning chances.] 17...b7 18.4fel &ba7 
19.4)f4 h6 20.a3 2b8 21.64 Aged 22.bxc5 dxc5 
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Position after: 22...dxc5 


23.h4 Bb2 24.%\e3 c4& Black has sufficient compensation for the pawn due to the strong passed c4- 
pawn and more active pieces. 


Now I recommend an improvement for Black. 


16...%d4!N 17.fxd4+ exd4 
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Position after: 17...cxd4 


18.4c2 
18.&fel This can be met by a strong response. 18...2d3! 19.@b1 [19.exd3?! &xa3 The a2-pawn is 


weak, but the greedy 20.2xe7? is very bad because of 20...Age5 21.f4 &f64 when White loses the 
exchange.] 19...2xb1 20.%exb1 h6 21.Af4 Age5 22. Be4 
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Position after: 22. 2e4 


22...8a3 23.2d1 Bba8 24.xd4 Bxa2 25.8xa2 Bxa2 26.b4 Bb2 27.2f1 Ab6 28.h4 Aec4= Black’s 
pieces are more active, the b4-pawn 1s weak, and the d5-pawn also requires protection. 


18...2xe2 19.Bfel d3 20.Ad4 Eb4! 
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Position after: 20...2b4! 
21.Ac6 


This also leads to massive exchanges. 


21.4xe2 dxe2 22.hxe2 Exb3 23.2xe7 Hb7 24.8e2 “cc Black has excellent compensation for the 
pawn, since the white rooks are shackled to the defense of the a2-pawn, while Black’s pieces are 
more active and the black knights have excellent squares for invasion. 


21...8xb3 22.axb3 d2 23.Axe7 AgeS5! 
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Position after: 23...Age5! 
24.2f1 


24.Had1 dxel=W+ 25.8xel 294 26.425 @d32 Black’s pieces are very active and White needs to 
play carefully to maintain equality. 


24...hxal 25.8xal Ad3 26.f4 d1=W+ 27.8xd1 &xd1 28.Ac8 &xb3 29.Axd6 Ab4 30.Ag5 Axd5 
31.Agxf7 Axf4 32.gxf4 &xf7 33.Axf7 &xf7= 


The position is absolutely equal. 


( c) 6.Ac3 g6 7.Af3 d6 8.23 287 9.2h3 


| 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 d6 7.Af3 26 8.¢3 297 


Finally we move on to the most common development of the fianchetto system. However, some 
tricky moves are possible here too. 
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Position after: 8...227 
9.2h3!? 


This move deserves attention. The bishop controls the c8-h3 diagonal and at some point, it can be 
exchanged for a knight on d7. 


9.e4 2xfl 10.&xfl 0-0 11.2g2 Abd7 This leads to the main lines of the previous chapters. 


9...Abd7 10.0-0 Ab6 11.8e1 0-0 
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Position after: 11...0-0 
12.e4 


12.24?! Simple development can lead to difficulties, such as this natural move, which cannot be 
recommended because of 12...Ac4!. 


A) 13.b3 DhS5 14.8cl @xf4 15.gxf4 Kiriakov, P (2555) — Solodovnichenko, Y (2526) 
playchess.com INT 2006. 
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Position after: 15.gxf4 


15...%a5! This leads to an advantage for Black. 16.Ab1 “b6 17.8c2 c4t Black has the advantage of 
the two bishops and a better pawn structure. These factors provide Black with a stable initiative. 

B) 13.W%cl Wa5 14.2b1 Bfb8 15.4\d2 Wb4 Black has strengthened as much as possible on the 
queenside, and now he provokes White to weaken his queenside position. 16.a3 Wa5 17.222 @d7 
18.Axc4 &xc4 19.2d2 Van der Vliet, F (2340) — Bellon Lopez, J (2415) Wijk aan Zee 1977. 
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Position after: 19.2d2 


Black has an excellent position. Now I recommend the following. 19...2d4!N 20.0e4 Wa6 21.3 
Be5 22.2c3 2d3 23.Hal Bxe4 24.2xe4 Bb3 25.Wc2 Wad 26.Heb1l &xc3 27.bxc3 c4t White’s pawns 
on a3, c3 and d5 are weak; Black has a pleasant initiative. 


12...Afd7! 


Opening up the bishop on g7 and planning to jump to eS. 
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Position after: 12...fd7! 
13.82 


A) 13.2xd7?! An unnecessary exchange that weakens the light squares. 13...%xd7 14.2f4 Van 
Tilbury, C — Valvo, M (2460) New York 1979. 14...2f68 15.e5 “c4 16.b3 Ab2 17.Wd2 Ad3+ The 
knight on d3 and the two bishops dominate. It is not easy for White to restrain Black’s initiative. 


B) 13.2f4 Ac4 14.2xd7?! [14.Wc2 Objectively better, transposing into 13.M%c2.] 14...Wxd7 15.Wicl 


Gonzalez Rodriguez, R (2279) — Ryan, J (2302) Barcelona 2010. 15...&%h3! Now the problem of 
White’s 14th move is emphasized. 
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Position after: 15...Wh3! 
16.b3 Ab6 17.a4 WhS 18.83 h6 19.h4 2d4+ White loses the exchange. 


13...Ac4 
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Position after: 13...0c4 
14.2xd7 


14.2f419 Ace5 15.Axe5 AxeS 16.2xe5 &xe5 17.2f1 Wa5 18.2xa6 Bxa6 19.Be2 Eb8 
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Position after: 19...2b8 


Black has excellent compensation due to the powerful bishop and the weakness of the queenside 
pawns. 20.2c1 Bab6 21.63?! This natural move is a serious imprecision. [21.4a4! Bb4 22.b3 c4 
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23.Ab2 cxb3 24.axb3 2xb2 25.4%/xb2 Bxb3= The chances are equal.] 21...c4! 22.g2 cxb3 23.axb3 
Ec8 24.4e3 Thompson, G — Peterson, J Palo Alto 1981. Now Black’s advantage is underlined. 
24...&c5! White is unclear as to what to do, since his pieces are tied to the defense of the c3-knight 
along the c-file. Black just wants to play 4b6-b7-c7 and destroy the knight. 25.h4 h5-+ It is very 
difficult for White to defend. 


14... xd7 15.b3 De5 16.Axe5 2xe5 17.2b2 f5! 
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Position after: 17...f5! 


In my opinion, one can say that here Black has counterplay. With the last move, he opens up new 
possibilities for playing on the kingside. 


18.Ad1 


18.exf5?! Too risky for White. 18...2xf5 19.Aa4 2xb2 20.Wxb2 Baf8 21.f4 Darznieks, A — 
Shereshevski, M Daugavpils 1973. 21...g5! This is logical. 22.fxg5 2f3 23.acl Wf5—+ Black has a 
decisive attack. 


18...2xb2 19.Axb2 f4 20.Ac4 Wh3 21.4% d3 26 22.83 
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Position after: 22. ¥4f3 


This was played in Kakageldyev, A (2415) — Alburt, L (2510) Ashkhabad 1978. Now I prefer the 
following continuation. 


22...fxg3! 23.Wixg3 Wh5 24.f4 


But not 24.e5? due to: 24...2f3 25.Wg2 Haf8 26.2f1 &c8—+. White’s position is falling apart like a 
house of cards. 


24...Zaf8 25.We5 Wxg5+ 26.fxe5 Bf 
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Position after: 26... &f4 
27.h3 2f3 28.292 Hf2+ 29.91 B8f3= 


Black has very active pieces, and the position is approximately equal. 


“d) 6.Ac3 g6 7.Af3 d6 8.g3 287 9.82 Abd7 10.0-0 Ab6 11.-- 


1.d4 4f6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 d6 7.Af3 26 8.g3 287 9.292 


By for the most common and natural move. 
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Position after: 9. 2¢2 
9...bd7 


Now acritical position has arisen. It would seem that there is nothing in it, but there is great subtlety 
required for White to decide whether or not to immediately castle. 


10.0-0!? 
This natural move is less tricky than the main move 10.4b1. It poses fewer problems than the basic 
10.&b1 which we will look at in Chapter 10. 

A) 10.h3 0-0 11.0-0 @bé6 See the line with 10.0-0. 

B) 10.24 0-0 11.0-0 Abé6 See the line with 10.0-0. 

C) 10.W/c2 This looks quite artificial. 10...Ab6 11.0d2 2b7 12.e4 2a6 
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Position after: 12...2.a6 


Black has provoked the advance of the e2-e4 pawn and now returns with the bishop, preventing 
castling. 13.2f1 Wc8 
C1) 14.2b5+ &xb5 15.4xb5 0-0 16.0-0 Wh3 17.£3 Onischuk, A (2650) — Carlsen, M (2710) Biel 
2007. 17...2f6b8! Now this is good. 18.Ac3 Afd7 19.We2 He5 20.a4 Wd7 21.4 c3 c4+ Black has an 
excellent position, and at any moment the knight can move to the dominant d3-square, and let’s not 
forget about the weakness of the a-pawn too. 


C2) 14.2xa6 Wxa6 15.a4 0-0 16.Ab5 Lenic, L (2465) — Nepomniachtchi, I (2505) Kirishi 2005. 
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Position after: 16.Ab5 


16...%/b7!N Now this is strong. 17.0-0 @fd7 18.8a2 Axa4 19.4xd6 exd6 20.2xa4 Bxa4 21.Wxa4 
S\e5 22.Wc2 Wa6sx Despite the fact that White has retained an extra pawn, Black’s position is not 
worse. White’s pawn structure is vulnerable, and the knight on e5 occupies a strong position in the 
center of the board, whereas White’s opposing piece is passive. 


10...Ab6! 


Now Black defers castling in favor of more useful moves. With the last move, he creates pressure on 
the d5-pawn — of course he wants to provoke White to advance e2-e4, which would weaken his 
position. A lot of moves are possible in this position. 
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Position after: 10...b6! 
11.0h4?! 


The knight on the edge of the board has nothing to do in this position. Instead the moves 11.4d2, 
11.8e1 and 11.4b1 are analyzed in the next subchapters. 


A) 11.h3 This move is usually a transition to the main line from 11.4e1. 11...0-0 12.&b1?! This 
move weakens the a2-pawn and Black immediately takes advantage of this factor. [12.4e1 This is 
better — see the line with 11.4e1.] 12...2c4! 
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Position after: 12... 2c4! 


Attacking the d5- and a2-pawns at the same time. 


Al) 13.b3 Afxd5 14.0xd5 &2xd5 15.W/c2 Snorek, M (2146) — Novak, J (1847) Marianske Lazne 
2010. 15...W%c8 16.a4 Yb7+ Black threatens 2d5-e4. White’s pieces on the queenside are 
somewhat passive. Black’s play is clearly better. 


A2) 13.0d2 2xa2 14.@xa2 Bxa2 15.e4 Afd7 16.b4 Naumkin, I (2436) — Ivanov, M (2489) San 
Martino di Castrozza 2002. 16...W/a8 17.bxc5 “a4 18.cxd6 exd6 19.264 a6 20.W%b3 Ac3t 


A3) 13.Hel &xa2 14.Axa2 &xa2 15.Ac2 Wa8 16.0a3 Wad 17.Wxa4 Axad 18.404 Eb8+ Becelic, 
D (2158) — Cobic, V (2353) Belgrade 2003. Black has serious pressure on the weak b2-pawn. 


B) 11.4e1 The idea of this move is to transfer the knight along the route el-c2-e3. 11...@fd7 
12.Ac2 @c4 13.He3 Adb6 14.Axc4 Axc4 15.Wa4+ Wd7 
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Position after: 15...W§d7 


16.%c2 [The exchange of queens leads to big problems for White. 16.&%xd7+ @xd7 17.a4 Zhb8 
18.Ha2 2b4 19.4d1 Hab8—+ Black has a huge advantage. The b2-pawn falls and thanks to his active 
pieces, Black has a great advantage.] 16...!%b7 17.a3 [17.2b1 Jumabayev, R (2604) — Kulashko, A 
(2348) Baku 2016. Now the following line is natural. 17...0-0 18.a3 2fb8 19.b4 Wc8 20.b5 
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Position after: 20.b5 


20...8xc3 21.a4 2b7 22.Wxc3 Exa4 23.e4 f6c0 A difficult position in which there are mutual chances 
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for both players.] 17...0-0 18.b3 Bfb8 19.£b1 [19.bxc4 This can of course be met with 19...%b3+ 
winning back the piece, and leaving White with numerous weaknesses.] 19...0\a5 20.b4 cxb4 
21.axb4 Wc7 22.bxa5 Exb1 23.Wxb1 Wxc3 24.We4 2f6=. The a5-pawn is lost and Black has no 
material problems. 

C) 11.a4 0-0 12.&b1 [12.@d2 This move leads to some transpositions. 12...2a7 13.4e1 Wa8 14.e4 


See the line with 11.4d2; 12.8e1 See the line with 11.8e1.] 12...2c4!N In this position, no one has 
played this move in practice before. 
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Position after: 12...8c4!N 


13.45 h6 14.b3 hxg5 15.bxc4 Ah7 16.403 2xc3 17.Wxc3 Bxa4 18.2b2 Af6 19.f4 24 20.£5 
4\xc42 Black has an extra pawn, but the advantage of the two bishops compensates for White’s 
missing pawn. 


11...0-0 12.82 Afd7 


566 


ae ee 


ARE 


Position after: 12... fd7 
13.Af3 


Acknowledging that the 11th move was wrong. However, other moves may be even worse. 


A) 13.2d1 Ac4 
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Position after: 13...®c4 


Al) 14.2h3 An illogical move, the idea of which is to exchange the bishop for the knight. 14...2a7 
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15.2b1 Wa5 16.2xd7 Bxd7 17.Ha4 2b5 18.b3 Aleksandrov, A (2650) — Ristic, N (2480) Jahorina 
2003. 
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Position after: 18.b3 


Now there is a strong prophylactic move. 18...2c8!N 19.Af3 2a7 20.a3 Hb7 21.&g2 2xa4 22.bxa4 
xb1 23.W4xb1 Wxa4¥ Black has restored the material balance, and since White has pawn 
weaknesses, namely the pawns on a3 and d5, Black’s position is preferable. 


A2) 14.a3 Wa5 15.2a2 Sargissian, G (2671) — Dominguez Perez, L (2712) Melilla 2011. 
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Position after: 15.&a2 
15...2xc3! This move leads to an advantage. 16.bxc3 £b5 17.2f1 Wa4 18.Wxa4 2xa4 19.0f3 Bfb8 
20.4@\d2 2b5F Black’s chances are preferable since White has weak pawns on a3, c3 and d5. 
B) 13.8b1 Ac4 


B1) 14.2h3 Gagare, S (2502) — Jumabayev, R (2612) Sharjah 2018. I now recommend the 
following line. 14...2c8!N 15.b3 Wa5 16.0a4 Adb6 


7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

WER FES 
abcdefgh 


Position after: 16...db6 


17.2xc8 Bfxc8 18.0f3 Wa6 19.Wd3 xa4 20.bxc4 Scb8 21.2xb8+ Exb8 22.a3 Wb2 23.2xb2 
&xb2e Black has compensation for the pawn due to the active rook on the second rank. 
Furthermore the pawns on a3, c4 and e2 are weak. 


B2) 14.b3 Wa5 15.a4 Xfb8 16.0f3 Wb4 17.2h3 Adb6 18.0 xb6 Axb6 19.Bd1 Aad! 
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Position after: 19...®a4! 


20.2d2 Ac3 21.2xc3 Wxc3 22.Wxc3 2xc3 23.8f1 Bc8 24.kbcl 2b4F Volodin, A (2473) — 
Dominguez Perez, L (2720) Baku 2016. Black has more than enough compensation due to his two- 
bishop advantage and White’s vulnerable pawn structure. 


13...2b7 14.A¢5 h6 15.HAh3 Ac4 16.Ab5 
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Position after: 16. Ab5 
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This was seen in Limley, G (2089) — Grbac, B (2372) ICCF email 2018. Now the following line gives 
Black an advantage. 


16...2.a6! 17.Wixc4d Wa5 18.Wh4 Wxb5 19.2xh6 2f6 20.225 Wxb2F 


Black’s chances are preferable due to the weaknesses of the pawns on a2, d5 and e2. 


( e) 6.Ac3 96 7.Af3 d6 8.23 297 9.292 Abd7 10.0-0 Ab6 11.d2 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.0c3 d6 7.Af3 26 8.¢3 2297 9.292 Abd7 10.0- 
0!2 Abo! 11.Ad2!? 


This move deserves some consideration. White defends the d5-pawn and does not allow the a6- 
bishop to move to c4. 
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Position after: 11.@d2!? 
11...0-0 12.%c2 


A) 12.8e1 See the line with 11.4e1. 


B) 12.a4 The a4-pawn provides White with control over the b5-square and at some point, the pawn 
can move further, capturing space. 12...2a7! The idea is to play ...%a8 adding pressure along the a- 
file and further planning ...2fb8. 13.e1 Wa8 
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Position after: 13...Wa8 


B1) 14.Adb1 Ac4 15.63 Wa5 16.262 Bb8 17.Ad2 Ac4 18.2cl Ag4 19.Adb1 White’s moves look 
like the opponent is mocking him. 19...2a5 20.£a3 Wb7 21.e3 Ded 22.Ab5 2xb5 23.axb5 Wxb5t 
Engelhardt, G (2154) — Zejewski, P (2143) GER email 2012. After all of White’s sophisticated 
moves, Black’s position is more promising due to his pleasant initiative on the queenside, and 
White’s b3-pawn is weak. 


B2) 14.e4 Afd7 15.Wc2 De5 16.2f1 2xfl 17.8xfl Wright, W (2188) — Andrews, T (2337) 
Indianapolis 2009. 
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Position after: 17. 2xfl 


17...2c8 18.2a3 a5 19.&g2 c4& Black has an excellent position — the knight is aiming for d3, 
while White’s a4- and b2-pawns are weak. 


C) 12.8b1 2b7 13.4b3 [13.e4 2a6 14.Rel Afd7 15.03 see. 11.Hel] 13..Wc7 14.e4 2a6 15.8el 
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Position after: 15.8e1 


15...Afd7 16.f4 Bfb8 17.2h1 Ac4 18.W0e2 Ba7 19.Ad2 Wad 20.Axc4 Axc4& Ju, W (2552) -— 
Khairullin, I (2638) Moscow 2012. Black has excellent compensation due to the weakness of the b2- 
and a2-pawns. 


12...2b7 13.e4 2a6 
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Position after: 13...2a6 
14.8d1! 


14.8e1?! Ag! 15.Af3 Ac4 16.h3 Ages 17.Axe5 AxeS5 18.b3 Dias, S (2379) — Verducci Silvelo, S 
(2498) Argentina 1999. 
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Position after: 18.b3 


18...c4! Now this is strong. 19.2d1 Wa5 20.2d2 Ad3 21.bxc4 &2xc4F Despite the fact that White has 
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an extra pawn, Black’s play looks more promising since the knight is strong on d3. 


14...Ag4! 15.0f3 Ac4 16.h3 AgeS 17.Axe5 Axe5 


A critical position has arisen. 


Position after: 17...0xe5 
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Trying to bring the bishop to the long dark diagonal. 


A) 18.f4!? Perhaps the lesser evil. 18...Ac4 19.2f1 Wa5 20.2xc4 &xc4 21.2d2 Wa7 22.eh2 Bfb8 
23.2e1 Wd7 24.b3 &fl 25.4 c4F Sande, O (2522) — Lauk, U ICCF email 1999. The advantage of 
the two bishops coupled with active heavy pieces gives Black more than enough compensation for a 


minimal material deficit. 


B) 18.2b1 Was 


B1) 19.a3 This only weakens the queenside. 19...2fb8 20.4a2 Nguyen, H (2410) — Kim, J (2064) 


Pattaya 2018. 
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Position after: 20.®a2 


20...2b5! Now this is good. 21.4c3 &c4 22.b3 2d3! 23.8xd3 Axd3 24.Wxd3 c4 25.bxc4 Wxc3 
26.2xb8+ Exb8 27.Wxc3 2xc3+ Black has excellent chances to convert the extra exchange. 


B2) 19.2g5 Bfe8 20.eh1 h6 21.2cl Reb 22.2f1 &xfl 23.2xfl Ac4 24.2 Iordachescu, V 
(2648) — Grischuk, A (2752) Porto Carras 2011. 
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Position after: 24.&g2 
24...%b4! Threatening ...2xc3. 25.e5 2xe5 26.2xh6 Axb2 27.2d2 Wa3 28.f4 2xc3 29.2xc3 Ac4 
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30.2xb8+ Exb8 31.8el Ab6 32.2b1 Wa8+ Both pawns on a2 and d5 are vulnerable. 
18...Wa5 19.2b2 


19.2d2 This has also been tried in practice. 19...2d3 20.Wel Sfce8 21.f4 Ad7 22.Na4 Wa7 23.23 
Lei, T (2467) — Ragger, M (2697) Wyk aan Zee 2017. 
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Position after: 23. 8.e3 


23...2xal! Black can play this right away. 24.Wixal Wa6 25.e5 Rab8 26.e6 “f6+ White does not have 
enough compensation for the exchange. 


19...c4! 20.Aa4 2b5 21.f4 Bfc8! 
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Position after: 21...&fc8! 


Temporarily sacrificing a piece. Black develops a strong initiative due to the weak knight on a4 and 
the unfortunate position of the queen on a2. 


22.fxe5 cxb3 23.2 


This was played in Sodoma, J (2380) — Bernasek, J (2506) Czechia 2012. Now the following move is 
best. 


23...8c2! 24.Wel 


24.Wb6 Wxb6+ 25.Axb6 Bxa2 26.8xa2 bxa2 27.2al &xe5 28.2xe5 dxe5 29.8al Rb2 30.vh2 Sf1!—+ 
Black wins as White cannot avoid material loss. 


24...Wixel+ 25.8xel bxa2 26.2xa2 &2xa4 
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Position after: 26...2xa4 
27.Beal &xb2 28.8xb2 &2xe5+ 
Black has an extra pawn and excellent chances to convert his advantage. 


( f) 6.Ac3 g6 7.Af3 d6 8.g3 297 9.2g2 Abd7 10.0-0 Ab6 11.2b1 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.0c3 d6 7.Af3 26 8.¢3 &2¢7 9.292 Abd7 10.0- 
0!? Abo! 11.8b1 
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Position after: 11.&b1 


This idea is somewhat similar to the previous variation, but there are some differences: Black hasn’t 
castled and this creates major differences to some of the variations. 


11...2c4! 
A critical position where White has a wide range of moves. 
12.4d2 


This move has been the most often encountered in practice, but this does not mean that it is the most 
powerful. Other possibilities deserve attention. 


A) 12.He1!? &xa2 13.0xa2 Exa2 14.Ac2 Ha8 15.64 a4 16.2d2 0-0 17.bxc5 Axc5 18.Ab4 Afe4= 
Khurtsidze, N (2440) — Izoria, Z (2541) Batumi 2003. The position is equal and the game ended in a 
draw. 


B) 12.4g5!? With this move, the bishop protects the d5-pawn, and the knight is ready for the Ag5- 
h3-f4 route. 12...2xa2 13.Axa2 Exa2 14.M%b3 Ha8 15.!@%b5+ &f8! A very precise move. [15...Abd7? 
Natural but bad due to: 16.4e6! fxe6 17.dxe6?t. The bishop on g2 becomes very strong, and White 
has a strong initiative.] 16.b4 Stanach, F (2484) — Verhoef, H (2471) ICCF email 2013. 
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Position after: 16.b4 


Now I recommend an improvement. 16...2b8!N 17.bxc5 Abd7 18.W%/d3 Axc5 19.2xb8 Wxb8 
20.%c2 h6 21.Ah3 Afd7= The position is equal. Black’s plan is to evacuate the king by &f8-g8-h7. 


C) 12.b3 This gives nothing to White because of the next precise move. 12...Afxd5! 13.@e4 Besso, 
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G (2065) — Malbran, G (2250) Buenos Aires 2015. 


Position after: 13.Ae4 


13...2b5 14.2b2 0-0 15.8xg7 &xg7 16.W%d2 2c6oo Black is not worse. His pieces are harmonious, 
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and there is pressure along the a-file. 


D) 12.Hh4?! The knight on h4 is not well-placed, as it has no prospects. 12...2xa2 13.Axa2 &xa2 


D1) 14.64?! c4! 


Position after: 14...c4! 
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The c-pawn becomes a dangerous passed pawn. 15.2b2 0-0 16.e4 2xb2!! 17.&xb2 Afxd5 18.Hd2 
&\xb4—+ Matveeva, O (2171) — Zhukova, N (2328) chess.com INT 2020. Black has two extra 
pawns and a knight for the exchange, while the c-pawn is very dangerous. 

D2) 14.%%b3 Ha7 15.8%b5+ Afd7 16.b4 Aad! 17.2d2 0-0 18.8 fcl Wa8 19.W%c6 Mahia, G (2364) — 
Needleman, A (2400) Pinamar 2005. 
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Position after: 19.c6 


19...cxb4 20.8xb4 “ac5 21.W4xa8 Efxa8F Black’s position is somewhat better. Although White has 
the two bishops, they are not dangerous, since he cannot exercise his strength due to the 
peculiarities of the pawn structure. Black is ready to invade on the second rank. 


E) 12.b4 A risky but active continuation. 12...Abxd5 13.Axd5 2xd5 14.a4 2e4 15.4b3 0-0 16.bxc5 


Position after: 16.bxc5 
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Here the opponents agreed to a draw, in Sosonko, G (2535) — Ree, H (2445) Eindhoven 1993. 
However, in my opinion, Black could have posed some problems by continuing the game as 
follows. 16...dxc5 17.Wxd8 &fxd8 18.23 c4 19.2b4 Rdc8 20.&c1 c3F The c- pawn is more 
dangerous than the a- pawn; nevertheless, Black has some initiative. 


12...2xa2 13.Axa2 Bxa2 


Position after: 13... 8xa2 
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14.8%b3 


In fact, the queen will be vulnerable in some variations. Although this move has been most often 
encountered in practice, it leads to some problems for White. 


A) 14.e4 0-0 15.64 Afd7 16.8%b3 Ha6 17.2b2 2xb2 18.Wxb2 Wa8 19.2al a4 20.Wa3 cxb4 
21.¥4xb4 Cooper, L — Berg, K (2350) London 1987. 21...&2b87 Black is much better due to his more 
active pieces. 


B) 14.b4!? I think it’s best for White to play this move right away. 14...cxb4 15.&%b3 Wa8 16.W/xb4 
Todorov, O (2294) — Ristic, N (2427) Plovdiv 2012. 


Fe 


Position after: 16.xb4 


16...Abd7!N Now this seems to be the most reliable move. 17.Ae4 Axe4 18.Wixe4 f5 19.We3 2f6 
20.2d2 Wa7 21.W4xa7 Hxa7= The position is equal. 


14...2a8 15.8%b5+ 


A) 15.4c4!? The best practical solution. 15...Afd7 16.2d2 Axc4 17.Wxc4 0-0 18.b4 cxb4 19.2xb4 
4\e5= The odds are roughly equal. 


B) 15.e4 Black has comfortable play here. 15...0-0 16.W%c2 Afd7 17.2e1 Situru, N (2377) — Vescovi, 
G (2614) Bled 2002. 
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Position after: 17.8el 


Now the invasion of the second rank looks powerful. 17...2a2!N 18.0f3 Wc7 19.2f1 Ae5 20.4xe5 
&xe5 21.8e3 Efa8F It is obvious that Black’s position is somewhat better. White’s pieces are 
passive, and the b2-pawn is weak. 


15...Afd7 
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Position after: 15...fd7 
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16.b4 


16.Ac4 @xc4 17.Wxc4 Goltsov, D (2276) — Papenin, N (2388) Serpukhov 2004. 17...ae5!N Now 
this is strong. 18.4%b5+ Wd7 19.W%xd7+ &xd7 20.8h3+ f5! 21.e4 &f6! 
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Position after: 21...2f6! 


Black sacrifices a pawn to restrict the light-squared bishop. 22.exf5 g5 23.4d1 Ha2 24.2f1 Eb8 
25.%&g2 c4t Despite the fact that White has two bishops and an extra pawn, Black completely holds 
the initiative, since White’s pieces on the queenside are passively located — they are forced to defend 
the weak b2-pawn. It is important to understand that the c4-pawn is the key to the strength of Black’s 
position, by threatening to advance. Black’s pieces are arranged harmoniously and all of them are 
activated. 


16...Aa4! 
The unfortunate position of the white queen is revealed with the threat of ...@\c3. 
17.2b3 


17.de4 Wang, R (2463) — Situru, N (2388) Singapore 2006. 17...f5! Black can now play this 
formidable move. 18.Ag5 @c3 19.4%c4 Axb1 20.He6 
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Position after: 20.e6 


20...8/b8 21.Axg7+ &£7 22.bxc5 &xg7 23.d4+ Af6 24.cxd6 Aa3 25.dxe7 AbSF White does not 
have full compensation for the exchange. 


17...Ac3 18.43 cxb4 19.8xb4 Wa5 20.84 Ac5! 
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Position after: 20...®c5! 


21.We3 0-0 22.2b2 Axe2+ 23.Wxe2 2xb2 24.8c2 26+ 


587 


Black has a healthy extra pawn, as in Wolff, R — Verhoef, H corr 1998. 


(g) 6.Ac3 6 7.Af3 d6 8.3 2g7 9.222 Abd7 10.0-0 Ab6 11.Zel 0-0 12.-- & 12.Ad2 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.0c3 d6 7.Af3 26 8.¢3 2297 9.292 Abd7 10.0- 
0!? Abo! 11.Zel! 
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Position after: 11.&el1! 
The most logical and useful move. White will untie the rook and be ready for e4. 
11...0-0 12.Ad2!? 


A logical move. The idea is to prevent the black bishop from going to c4, as well as, if necessary, to 
transfer the knight to the e3- square along the route @f1-e3. 


A) 12.h3 Wb8! 13.0\d2 Wb7 14.e4 Afd7 15.f4 
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Position after: 15.f4 


Al) 15...c4?! Tempting but I cannot recommend it because of: 16.Af£3 Ac5 Juhnke, K (2325) — 
Behrhorst, F (2285) Germany 1984. 17.2e3 @d3 18.8e2+ White is better in view of the weak d4- 
square where the knight can now go to, before possibly moving to c6. 

A2) 15...2d3!N The most accurate move. 16.e5 c4 17.Ade4 Wa6 [17...dxe5?! Bad due to: 18.d6!T. 
White seizes the initiative.] 18.exd6 exd6 19.Axd6 “c5 Threatening ...Ab3. 
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Position after: 19...c5 
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20.Adb5 Aba4 21.Ac7 [21.Axa4 @xa4 22.47 This is not dangerous due to 22...W/a7+—++.] 
21...Axb2! 22.2xb2 Wb6 23.Axa8 Wxb2 24.4\a4 Wxal 25.Wxal 2xal 26.2hxal Axa4 27.0c7 2b8 
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Position after: 27...2b8 
The black pieces are somewhat more active, and Black has the passed c4-pawn. The following line 
is possible. 28.2f1 ©f8 29.2xd3 cxd3 30.8d1 Ac5 31.d6 Hb2 32.Ad5 Exa2 33.d7 Axd7 34.8xd3= 
The position is absolutely equal. 
B) 12.8b1 &c4! 13.e4 [13.a3 Afxd5 14.4xd5 2xd5 15.e4 Morales Sanchez, D (1471) — Alvarado 
Diaz, A (2251) Las Palmas 2013. 
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Position after: 15.e4 


15...2a2 16.2al 2e6 17.e5 dxe5 18.We2 &c4 19. We3 £6 20.Wxc5 2f7 21.We3 Bb8F] 13...2xa2 
14.4\xa2 &xa2 15.64 Abd7 16.bxc5 Axc5 17.A0d4 Ag4 
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Position after: 17...0g4 


18.8e2 [18.Wxe4 2xd4 19.83 2xe3 20.2xe3 Vigh, B (2345) — Boer, L (2199) Budapest 1999. 
20...Wc7F] 18...2xe2 19.Axe2 Wa5 20.h3 Af6 21.f3 Ha8 22.2h2 Wa2F Valdes Escobar, A (2355) — 
Duarte, L (2366) Santiago de Chile 2009. 


C) 12.a4 This leads to some weakening of the queenside squares. 12...4\c4 
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Position after: 12...0c4 
C1) 13.4d2 Richardson, J (2320) — Hebden, M (2547) London 2012. Next I suggest the following 
line. 13...WaS!N 14.Axc4 &xc4 15.2d2 Bfb8 16.Wcl Wb6t Black has pleasant queenside play. 


C2) 13.Wc2 Was 14.63 Dd7 15.He4 [15.bxc4 Wxc3 16.4 xc3 &xc3—+ Aldrich, J— McAuliffe, T 
ICCF email 2013. White loses the exchange.] 15...2xal 16.bxc4 
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Position after: 16.bxc4 


16...227 17.2d2 Wic7 18.a5 Sab8+ Cherniaev, A (2265) — Kirillov, I (2293) Moscow 2008. 
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White’s compensation is not enough for equality. 
12...2a7! 


The idea of the move is to play Wa8 and £b8, with pressure along the a- and b-files. 
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Position after: 12...2a7! 


13.4f1 


The knight is headed to e3, but let’s consider other moves as well. 


A) 13.8b1 Wa8 14.e4 2d3! 15.8al Dydyshko, V — Shereshevski, M Minsk 1978. Strengthening the 
bishop on d3 is now a logical continuation of the game. 15...c4!N 16.e5 dxe5 17.&xe5 Wd8F The d5- 
pawn may be eliminated in the near future. 


B) 13.e4 Afd7 14.f4 Ac4 15.0f3 Was 16.Wc2 Bb8 17.e5 Ipatov, A (2149) — Kruglyakov, P (2201) 
Kiev 2004. 
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Position after: 17.e5 


17...dxe5! The strongest. 18.2f1 exf4 19.&xe7 fxg3 20.hxg3 4d8+ Black is better due to White’s 
poor pawn structure. 

C) 13.Ade4 ®xe4 14.2xe4 Ac4 15.2d3 Oblitas Guerrero, C (2425) — Lalic, B (2515) Manila 1992. 
15...Wa5 16.2xc4 &xc4 17.2d2 Xfa8F Black has more than enough compensation for the pawn due 
to the two bishops, active pieces and the pressure on the queenside. 


13...Wa8 14.463 


14.e4 Black has a good position in this line. 14...0c4 15.He3 Figueiredo, F (2120) — Chan, D (2447) 
CADAP corr 2000. In this position I recommend the following novelty. 15...Aad7N 16.Axc4 2xc4 
17.2f4 Dede Black has full play. 


14...2b8 
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Position after: 14...2b8 
15.%c2 


15.8b1!? Ae8 16.2d2 Tukmakov, V (2575) — Shereshevski, M Soviet Union 1979. Here Black 
should have played as follows. 16...Ac7!N 17.64 cxb4 18.&xb4 Ad7 19.2xb8+ Wxb8 20.Wc2 Bb7 
21.2b1 Exb1+ 22.Axb1 &xe2= The position is approximately equal. 


15...Ac4 16.b3 Axe3 17.2xe3 2b7 18.8ad1 
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Position after: 18.&ad1 


This now leads to fully-fledged play, as in Merino Araguas, J (1834) — Solaesa Navalpotro, L (2227) 
Madrid 2010. 


18...Ag4! 19.2cl &c8 20.h3 De5 21.2f4 c42 
Blacks is not worse, but White’s next move can only lead to problems. 
22.2xe5?! 2xe5 23.bxc4 Bb4t 


Despite the fact that White temporarily has two extra pawns, Black has the initiative with two 
bishops, and the a2- and c4-pawns are weak. 


(h) 6.Ac3 g6 7.Af3 d6 8.g3 227 9.2g2 Abd7 10.0-0 Ab6 11.Ze1 0-0 12.24 ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 d6 7.Af3 g6 8.g3 227 9.2¢2 Abd7 10.0- 
0!? Ab6! 11.8el! 0-0 12.24 
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Position after: 12.24 


The second most popular move, but in fact, this move does not improve White’s position in any way. 


12.225 h6 13.2f4 Ah5 14.2cl This transposes back into our current line. 


12...Ah5! 13.295 h6 14.2c1 DAf6 
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Position after: 14... Of6 
15.2b1 


This move appeared at high-level competition, as well as in correspondence games. 


A) 15.4d2 Taking control of the c4- square. White does not let the bishop get onto c4. 15...2a7! 
16.Af1] Wa8 17.de3 Bb8 18.4b1 Walczak, P (2461) — Ziese, G (2482) ICCF email 2008. 
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Position after: 18.4b1 
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Here Black has different possibilities, but I suggest the following. 18...h5!N 19.h3 Ae8 20.2d2 Ac7 
21.a4 2b72 Black has an excellent position. He will win back one of the weak white pawns: either 
a4 or d5. 


B) 15.2f4 Ah5 16.2d2 [16.2cl If Black plays this, then 16...2c4 also leads to interesting play, but 
White has “moral reasons” to continue.] 16...ac4 17.2cl Durakovic, A (2305) — Lanka, Z (2440) 
Austria 2014. 
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Position after: 17.21 


17...2b8!N This move makes sense here. 18.4\a4 2b5 19.2b1 a5 20.Ac3 2d7 21.8d3 Axb2 
22.2xb2 Exb2 23.Exb2 2xc3 24.2b7 2xel 25.2xd7 Be8F Black has a slightly better position due to 
the weakness of the a2-pawn. 


15...2c4! 16.e4 2xa2 17.Axa2 Bxa2 18.e5 


18.b4 Abd7 19.2f1 cxb4 20.8xb4 Wa5 21.2d2 Ag4 22.8b2 Wa8 23.8xa2 Wxa2= Black has no 
problems. 


18...Afxd5 19.e6 Ba4!? 


The rook starts working on the fourth rank. 
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Position after: 19...2a4!? 


20.exf7+ 


20.Ah4!? Bd4 21.exf7+ Bxf7 22.We2 95 23.0f3 [23.0f5? Bc4 24.Wixc4 Axc4 25.2xd5 We5 26.kal 
Wd7 27.2a8+ @h7 28.2xf7 Af3+—+ Van der Sterren, P (2605) — Hertneck, G (2605) Germany 1994. 
Black has a winning position.] 23...2c4 24.We2 Fuller, R— Enev, Z IECC email 1997. 
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Position after: 24.%e2 
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Now I suggest the following variation. 24...4/d7!? 25.Axg5 hxg5 26.2xd5 Axd5 27.Wxc4 Wf5 
28.2e3 Axe3 29.fxe3 Wf2+ 30.2h1 Wf3+= A perpetual check and draw ensues. 


20...2xf7 21.2h3 


21.W/c2 This occurred in a game between two strong grandmasters. 21...2f6! 22.Ah4 @b4 23.We2 
Bacrot, E (2561) — Ponomariov, R (2609) Lausanne 1999. Now Black can play the following. 23...e5! 
24.f4 exf4 25.b3 Ha2 26.2b2 Wd7 27.We8+ Wxe8 28.8xe8+ Sf8 29.8xf8+ 2xf8 30.Axg6 fxg3 
31.hxg3 @6d5= White must think about how to make a draw; he misses a pawn but the bishop pair 
here should be enough to compensate for it. 


21...Ac7 22.Hh4 
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Position after: 22.@h4 


This was played in Lukacs, P (2495) — Gyorkos, L (2450) Hungary 1992. In this position I like the 
following line. 


22...g5!? 23.0f5 WS 24.Axe7 Wxe7 25.2d2 Wf6 26.8f1 2d4 27.Wel g4 28.222 Web 29.Wxe6 
Axe6 30.2xh6 2f6 31.2e3 Bb4 
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Position after: 31...&b4 
32.8d2 2b3 33.2c3 Ad4 34.8bel &f7 35.84 e5= 


The weak pawns on b2 and g4 are mutually destroyed, and the position becomes absolutely equal. 


“i) 6.Ac3 26 7.013 d6 8.g3 287 9.282 Abd7 10.0-0 Ab6 11.8e1 0-0 12.04 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.0c3 d6 7.Af3 26 8.¢3 2297 9.292 Abd7 10.0- 
0!? Ab6! 11.Be1! 0-0 12.c4 


The most common move. White solidly defends the d5-pawn, but on the other hand, the d3-square is 
weakened. 
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Position after: 12.e4 
12...Afd7! 


The idea of this move is to open up the bishop on g7, while the knight is ready to exchange on the e5- 
square. 


13.%c2 


A) 13.2f4 Ac4 14.Wc2 Was 15.8acl [15.2ecl] Bfb8 see 13.Wc2] 15...2fb8 16.b3 Aced5 17.Axe5 
A\xe5 
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Position after: 17...0xe5 


Al) 18.8ed1 c4! 19.2xe5 cxb3 20.axb3 &xe5 21.f4 Alavi, H (2003) — Carrasco Martinez, J (2366) 
Lichess.org INT 2021. 21...2g97 22.e5 &c8 23.&h1 “/b4+ The b3-pawn is about to be eliminated, 
and thanks to his two bishops and active pieces, Black’s chances are better. 

A2) 18.2xe5 &xe5 19.2f1 2xfl 20.exfl 2xc3 21.Wixc3 Wxc3 22.8xc3 Bxa2F Niklasch, O (2405) 
— Grischuk, A (2720) Mainz 2005. White’s pawns on b3 and e4 are weak. At some point, Black 
may play ...4b4 and ...f5, undermining White’s center. 


B) 13.2f1 This doesn’t improve White’s position. 13...2xf1 14.&xfl Ac4 
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Position after: 14...0c4 


B1) 15.Wc2 Wa5 16.8d2 Schroder — Buch, M DDR 1984. It was logical to push along the b-file. 
16...4ab8!N A precise move with the rook, since the other rook may still come in handy along the 
f-file. 17.&ab1 [17.4eb1 f5!+ Here we can see that the rook on f8 functions very effectively. ] 
17...2b7 18.8ecl Wa6 19.g2 


Position after: 19.&g2 
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19...2fb8 20.4%d3 2b6 21.b3 “a3 22.Wxa6 Bxa6 23.2b2 Bb4 24.hel Ac4 25.8c2 Axd2 26.4xd2 
2xc3 27.2xc3 Bxa2t Black has an initiative. The b3-pawn is weak, and Black has easy play. 


B2) 15.W/e2 Salimova, N (2155) — Raeva, E (2240) Pleven 2016. In this position, there is a strong, 
relatively non-standard move. 15...2xc3!N 16.bxc3 Ha4 17.Ad2 Axd2+ 18.2xd2 Wa52 Black will 
soon destroy the a-pawn and play to win. 


C) 13.&b1 White additionally defends the pawn, but the disadvantage of this move is that the a2- 


pawn is weakened. 13...c4 14.2f1 [14.Wc2 See the line with 13.Wc2.] 14..Wa5 15.2xc4 &xc4 
16.225 Solomon, K (2353) — Kasparov, S (2480) Cape Town 2014. 
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Position after: 16.225 
16...2xc3!N This move alters the position. 17.bxc3 £6 18.2h6 &fb8F The a2-pawn will soon fall and 
the c3- and e4-pawns are weak; only Black is playing for a win here. 


D) 13.h4!? Interesting. The idea behind this move is to play h5, creating kingside play. 13...ac4 
14.2f1 Yb6 15.2xc4 &xc4 16.h5 Antic, D (2476) — Vuckovic, B (2604) Valjevo 2012. 
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Position after: 16.h5 


In this position, I recommend the following. 16...%/b4!N 17.a3 {b7 18.h6 2h8 19.a4 Wb4 20.0d2 


605 


4\e500 White’s pieces are more passive. Black can use the d3-square for his own purposes. 
13...Ac4! 


A very strong move, the idea of which is to invade on e5 and then to use the d3- square for your own 
purposes. Also, on occasion, Black has the idea of a tactical strike with Ac4-b2 after the inclusion of 
Wd8-a5. 
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Position after: 13...®c4! 
14.2f1! 


The strongest continuation. White wants to exchange the bishop for the active knight. The other 
continuations are worse, but let’s consider them. 


A) 14.b3? A thematic mistake that everyone should know. 14...W/a5! 15.bxc4 Wxc3 16.Wixc3 &xc3— 
+ White’s position becomes simply hopeless. 


B) 14.247! Wa5! Now ...Axb2 is threatened. 
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Position after: 14...Wa5! 


B1) 15.8ecl &fb8 16.8ab1l AdeS 17.Axe5 Axe5 18.2xe5 2xe5 19.b3 &b4F Black has more than 
sufficient compensation for the pawn, due to the advantage of the two bishops and the a2-pawn is 
weak. 


B2) 15.2acl Bfb8 16.b3 Ace5 17.Axe5 AxeS 18.2xe5 Bxe5 


47. 
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Position after: 18... &xe5 


B2.1) 19.2f1 This doesn’t solve any problems. 19...2xfl 20.@xfl &xc3 21.Y%xc3 Wxc3 22.Exc3 


607 


Exa2+ Niklasch, O (2405) — Grischuk, A (2720) Mainz 2005. Black has excellent winning 
chances as the b3-pawn is weak. 

B2.2) 19.Ab1 &g7 20.2h3 Black has different moves, but it seems logical to me to continue with 
the following. 20...h5!N A multi-function move: the space for the black king is expanded, and 
there is also an idea to advance ...h4 soon. 
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Position after: 20...h5!N 


B2.3a) 21.4d2? Natural, but a serious mistake. 21...2b5! There is an attack on the a2 pawn. 
22.a4 2xa4! 23.bxa4 [23.0c4 2xb3 24.4xa5 Bxc2 25.4\c6 


As 


Position after: 25.0c6 


25...2b2 26.Axe7+ Wf8 27.Ac6 2c3 28.Be2 2d3!—+ Black has a decisive advantage with the 
advantage of the bishop pair and a strong passed c-pawn.] 23...2b2—+ Recovering a piece; the a- 
pawn will also fall. 

B2.3b) 21.2d7 2b4 22.a3 Sd4 23.ked1 &b8t Black has the initiative, with the advantage of the 
bishop pair. Furthermore, White’s queenside pawns are weak. 


C) 14.2d1?! WaS! 15.Ad2 [15.2f1 a3! 16.bxa3 Yxc3 17.Wxc3 &xc3 18.8b1 &xfl 19.exfl Sfb8 


20.2b3 2f6 21.225 Exb3 22.axb3 2xg5 23.4 xg5 Bxa3+ Reefschlaeger, H (2248) — Gibicar, D 
(2061) Germany 2012. The b3-pawn is weak. Black plays for a win without risk.] 15...0a3! 
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Position after: 15...®a3! 


A key move. Black exploits the fact that the white queen does not have enough space. 16.bxa3 Yxc3 
17.4xc3 &2xc3 18.4b1 For some reason, no one has played the strongest move in this position 
before. 18...2d3!N 
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Position after: 18... 8d3!N 


19.2b7 [19.2b3? Of course, this is bad due to: 19...82c2!-+ when White loses the exchange. ] 
19...De5 


C1) 20.8xe7?? This is a terrible blunder due to the following. 20...2e2 21.8el1 Ad3 22.2b2 
[22.8xe2 Axcl 23.kel &xd2—-+] 22...axel 23.8xc3 Bxa3—+ White is down an exchange and his 
position does not hold. 


C2) 20.2b2 2xb2 21.2xb2 c4+ White’s position is extremely unpleasant. He has doubled pawns 
along the a-file, while Black has active pieces and a strong passed c-pawn. 


D) 14.2b1?! Wa5 15.2f1 Bfb8 16.2d2 Axd2 17.Axd2 Bxfl 18.8xfl 2xc3 19.bxc3 
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Position after: 19.bxc3 


19...2xb1 20.2xb1 Wxa2 21.2b2 Wal+ 22.2b1 Wa6F Ballon, G (2208) — Peredy, F (2343) Triesen 
2006. Black has a slightly better position because White has a weaker pawn structure. The white c3- 
and e4-pawns are targets of attack in the future. 


14...Ade5! 
I like this move, as it creates more chances for Black to play for a win. 
15.Axe5 


15.Ah4?! This only leads to problems for White. 15...Wa5 16.@¢2 Bfb8 17.h3 Axb2 18.2xa6 Exa6 
19.2xb2 Ac4 20.kab1 ®xb2 21.e5 Zab6—+ White’s position collapses, as in Soumya, S (2384) — 
Hebden, M (2492) London 2016. 


15...Axe5 16.2¢2 c4! 


A strong move — the idea is to take control of the d3-square. Additionally, the b2-pawn becomes 
backward and even weaker. 


17.23 


This was played in Gunina, V (2502) — Melkumyan, H (2654) Minsk 2015. In this position, I 
recommend the following novelty for Black below. 
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Position after: 17.8.e3 


A) 17.2f4 Dobre, C (2256) — Georgescu, T (2385) Bucharest 2007. Black has several options, but I 
prefer the following. 17...2d3!? 18.2xd3 cxd3 19.Wd2 Wb6 20.2£ab1 Sfc82 Black has an excellent 
position, despite the absence of a pawn. He has the advantage of the bishop pair, as well as the 
strong passed d3-pawn. 


B) 17.2d2 Ad3 18.2xd3 cxd3 19.%d1 Zemek, P (1967) — Vorobyov, Y (2210) Zdar nad Sazavou 
2010. 
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Position after: 19.d1 
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19...2b8 20.2b1 Wd7 21.a4 Bfc82 Black’s position is okay. 


17...f5!N 18.exf5 2xf5 19.04 Wd7 20.2e2 Ad3 21.2¢1 Yb70 
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Position after: 21...W4b7 


Black is not worse; White has weak pawns on b2, d5 and f2. Black has pressure along the half-open 
b- and f-files and a strong knight on d3. 


The conclusion about this variation is done in the next chapter! 
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Chapter 10 
Fianchetto System — With 10.2b1 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 96 7.Af3 d6 8.g3 297 9.292 Abd7 10.2b1 
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Chapter Guide 


Chapter 10 — Fianchetto System — With 10.2b1 

1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xab6 6.4\c3 96 7.063 d6 8.23 227 9.292 Dbd7 10.2b1 0- 
0 

a) 11.-- & 11.0-0 Wa5 12.-- & 12.Bel 

b) 11.0-0 Wa5 12.W%c2 

c) 11.0-0 Wa5 12.2d2 Bfb8 13.-- 

d) 11.0-0 Wa5 12.2d2 Bfb8 13.2 


( a) 11.-- & 11.0-0 Wa5 12.-- & 12.8el ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 d6 7.Af3 26 8.g3 297 9.2892 Abd7 10.2b1! 


This move is considered to be the strongest. White takes the rook away from the line of the g7- 
bishop. At some point, White can simply play b3 and the d5-pawn 1s more protected than from 
playing the simpler move 10.0-0. 
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Position after: 10.&b1! 
10...0-0 11.0-0 


A) 11.b3!? It’s worth considering playing this move immediately. 11...Ag4 
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Position after: 11...0g4 


Al) 12.2b2!? Wa5 13.Wd2 Bfb8 14.0-0 AgeS 15.4)xe5 Axe5 16.f4?! This move weakens White’s 
position. [16.2fcl!?N Probably better. 16...c4 17.2a1 2c8 18.h3 h5 19.f4 Ad7 20.bxc4 We5+ 
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21.8h2 Exb1 22.2xb1 Wxc4= Black is ready to play ...2xc3 at any moment and then destroy the 
a2-pawn. The position is equal.] 16...ag¢4! 
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Position after: 16...g4! 
17.8fel? White has prepared a defense against ...£2d4; he is ready to play e3, but Black has a 
strong reply. 17...Ae3! 18.2al &c8 19.2h1 &2d4—+ Black has an overwhelming advantage. 


A2) 12.2d2 Now nobody has yet played the following novelty. 12...2b7!N 13.a4!? Defending 
against 2¢7-c3 and planning a2. [13.0-0 2xc3 14.2xc3 Agf6 15.0h4 &xa2= Black has no 
problems.] 13...Ab6 14.h3 @f6 15.e4 2a6 
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Position after: 15...2.a6 


Black prevents castling. 16.%c2 [16.2f1 Wc8 17.2xa6 Wxa6 18.We2 Zfc8 19.Wxa6 Exa6 20.%e2 
c4! After this move, the queenside pawn structure loses its stability. 21.2hc1 cxb3 22.2xb3 Afd7 
23.264 &xc3! 24.Bxc3 Bxc3 25.2xc3 Axa4= Black is fine.] 16...We8! 17.2f1 e6 18.dxe6 Wxe6 
19.2xa6 &xa6 20.0-0 Wxh300 Black is not worse; he has won back the pawn and has active pieces. 
Black can boldly look to the future. 


B) 11.&%c2?! No one has played the following move in practice yet, despite it being the most logical 
move. 11...&c4!N 12.a3 @xd5! 


Position after: 12...xd5! 


ty 
aki 


NG Di oA 


abcdefgoh 


Y. Vi, oy 
\JEBe 6 7a 


13.Ad2 @xc3 14.bxc3 2e6 15.2xa8 Wxa8 16.13 &f5 17.e4 2h3+F Black has more than enough 
compensation for the exchange, since he has the advantage of the two bishops. Moreover, the white 
king cannot go to the safe zone. 


11...Wa5! 
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Position after: 11...Wa5! 


A strong move. The idea of this move is that White cannot play b2-b3, since the knight on c3 will 
remain unprotected, and the queen on a5 exerts pressure on the a2-pawn. In some variations the queen 
can move Wb4, disrupting the harmony of the white pieces. 


11...2b6 This is not so good now, due to: 12.b3t. Practice shows that White’s play is preferable. 
12.8el 


Planning e2-e4 in the future. 


A) 12.W/d2 This looks very strange. One of the ideas of this move is to play “g5, but there is 
nothing for the queen to do on the kingside. 12...Ag4! 
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Position after: 12...0¢4! 


Al) 13.25?! Franca — Delgado Florianopolis 2015. Now the most accurate line is as follows. 
13...2xc3!N 14.bxc3 [14.Wxe4 @f6 15.Wh4 Sfb8—+ Black has an overwhelming position. ] 
14...0gf6 15.8el Wxa2Ft Black is clearly better in view of White’s pawn weaknesses. 

A2) 13.&%c2? Acknowledging the fallacy of the 12th move, as in Duval, C (1783) — Rodriguez, A 
(2012) France 2012. In this position, the following is strong. 13...2xc3!N 


anes 


Position after: 13...8xc3!N 
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14.bxc3 &c4 15.We4d xa2 16.2al AgeS 17.Axe5 “xe5o Black is not worse. 18.f4?! However, 
this pseudo-active move leads to an advantage for Black as follows. 18...ad7 19.Wxe7 Wxc3 
20.2e3 Hfe8 21.Wxd7 Wxe3+ 22.22 
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Position after: 22. &f2 


Defending the e2-pawn in a very awkward way. [22.@h1 This is worse. 22...2ad8 23.!%c7 Wxe2—+ 
Black has a healthy extra pawn and a positional advantage.] 22...2ed8 23.W%c7 2b3+ The material 
is equally divided, but the positional advantage is clearly on Black’s side, since the rook on f2 is 
tied, and the queen on e3 is very strong and cannot be knocked off from its formidable position. 


B) 12.h3 The following move has not yet been seen in practice. 12...2c4!N 13.@d2 [13.a3 Ab6 
14.b4 Wa7 15.bxc5 Abxd52 Black has excellent play.] 13...Ab6 14.Axc4 Axc4 15.Wic2 Ad7! 
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Position after: 15...@d7! 


Threatening 2g7-c3 and then the a2- pawn is lost. 16.We4 a6 17.a3 [If 17.Wxe7 Af6 18.e4 Axe4 
19.W4xe4 Wxa22 Black has no problems.] 17...2ab8 18.W/xe7 Af6 19.He4 Axe4 20.Wxe4 Axb2= 
The pawns on a3 and e2 are weak for White. It is impossible to keep the extra pawn, so the position 
is equal. 


12...Ag4! 
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Position after: 12...0¢4! 
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13.2¢5 


This was played in Tuominen, R (2193) — Penttinen, J (2342) Tampere 2000, and here I suggest a 
novelty as an improvement for Black below. 


A) 13.Wc2 2d4! 14.e3?! &xc3 15.bxc3 Moiseev, M — Pozdniakov, A Ufa 1996. In this position, it is 
natural to play the following line. 15...Ade5! 16.Axe5 Axe5 17.8al f5T 
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Position after: 17...f5T 


Black has the initiative, due to White’s inferior pawn structure and the weakness of the light squares 
along the a6-f1 diagonal. 


B) 13.2d2 Maisuradze, N (2209) — Gavasheli, A Tbilisi 2001. 13...Qb6N 14.h3 We5 15.4)xe5 
&xe5x There is sufficient compensation for the pawn. 


13...2xc3!N 14.bxc3 £6 15.8d2 Wxa2= 


Black has no problems. 


( b) 11.0-0 Was 12.2 ) 


# 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 d6 7.Af3 g6 8.g3 2287 9.2¢2 Abd7 10.2b1! 
0-0 11.0-0 Wa5! 12.%c2!? 


Many grandmasters have tried this move. Alternatively, 12.2d2 is analyzed in the following 
subchapters. 
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SG) Fe a 


Position after: 12.¥§c2!? 
12...Ab6! 


With this move, Black creates pressure on the d5-pawn and, on occasion, the knight is ready to move 
to c4. White has previously played this position in different ways. 


13.8d1 


White makes a useful move; the rook on d1 is useful and supports the d5-pawn. 


A) 13.Ad2!? 2b7 
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a as Cc 7 e is 7 7 
Position after: 13...&b7 


Al) 14.2d1 Efb8 15.a3!? Afd7 16.b4 Mut Company, G (2290) — Brunner, R (2177) ICCF email 
2013. 
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Position after: 16.b4 


Here I propose the following variation. 16...!%a7 17.bxc5 @xc5 18.ade4 @xe4 19.8xe4 Bc8 
20.%b3 Exc3 21.Yxb6 Wxb6 22.2xb6 Hc7 23.2 £5 24.2f3 &f7 25.2b3 Ba4% Black has enough 
compensation for equality, since his rooks are actively located and the a3-pawn is weak. 
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A2) 14.e4 This move is the choice of the top Ukrainian grandmaster Anton Korobov. 14...Afd7 


a ae. Cc 7 e a a: 7 
Position after: 14...fd7 


A2.1) 15.a3!? Jensen, E (2510) — Kahl, F (2470) ICCF email 2013. Here Black should have 
played 15...Ae5!N. 
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Position after: 15...@e5!N 


16.f4 [16.64 cxb4 17.axb4 Wa7 18.W%b3 Efb8 19.03 Axf3+ 20.2xf3 Hc8 21.Ad1 Wa2& Black 
has sufficient compensation for equality due to his more active pieces.] 16...aec4 17.Axc4 Axc4 
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18.263 Bfb8 19.h3 2a6 20.Lh2 2d4&% There is compensation due to Black’s active pieces and 
pressure on the queenside. 

A2.2) 15.0b3 Wa7 16.225 Bfe8 17.2fd1 h6 18.24 Korobov, A (2670) — Frolochkin, V (2331) St 
Petersburg 2010. Now Black has to turn his gaze to the queenside and play as follows. 

18...2eb8N 19.Ad2 2c8! 
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Position after: 19...2.c8! 


20.2f1 [20.b3 This is not dangerous for Black due to the following line. 20...g5! 21.8e3 Was 
22.2dc1 Wxc3 23.Wxc3 &xc3 24.8xc3 Bxa2= Black solves all his problems.] 20...2a6! By 
making this pendulum movement, Black solves his problems. 21.h4 [21.2h3 This is not good due 
to the following. 21...g5 22.2e3 @e5¥ Black’s position is preferable.] 21...2xf1 22.2xfl Wa6 
23.b3 c4 24.b4 Wa3 25.8fcl 2c8 26.2e3 h5z In this position, Black is not worse; he is ready to 
exchange twice on c3 and then eliminate the a2-pawn. 


B) 13.4d4?! Interesting but risky. 13...cxd4 14.b4 2d3! 15.Wxd3 a6 16.Ab5 Afd7 17.Ha3 
Grandelius, N (2476) — Predojevic, B (2628) Sarajevo 2010. 
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Position after: 17.8a3 


Here I recommend an improvement. 17...Aa4!N 18.4 c4 @c3 19.2b2 We5 20.Axe5 &xe5 21.b5 
Wa5 22.e3 Aa4 23.8b1 Ac5 24.Wd2 Wxd2 25.8xd2 &xa2t Black has some pressure; he has an 
active rook on the second rank and the b-pawn is a weakness rather than a strength. 

C) 13.2d2!? This deserves some attention. 13...Ac4 14.8e1 &c7N This move has not been seen in 
practice yet. 15.Ad2 Ab6 16.b3 &b7 17.e4 [17.&%d3 There are even fewer problems in this case. 
17...Afd7 18.Ade4 c4 19.bxc4 
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Position after: 19.bxc4 
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19...2a6 20.0b5 Wxc4 21.Wxc4 Axc4 22.0c7 a7 23.0xab6 &xa6 24.2b7 2d8= The a2-pawn is lost 
and the position becomes equal.] 17...2a6 
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Position after: 17...2.a6 


18.a4 Efb8! We should wait before taking on fl. [18...2xf1?! 19.2xfl% White has more than 
enough compensation for the exchange due to the two bishops and passed a-pawn.] 19.Af3 Wd7 
20.2d2 2xfl This is the right time. 21.2xfl c4! 22.Ad4 Afxd5 23.Axd5 2xd4 24.Axb6 Exb6 
25.2xc4 e6= White has compensation for the exchange, but nothing more. 


13...Afd7 
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Position after: 13... fd7 
14.2d2 


This is the choice of Grandmaster Korobov, but in practice there have been other possibilities. 


A) 14.225 Not dangerous due to an idea that has not yet been encountered in this position. 
14...2xc3!N 15.bxc3 Bfe8 16.h4 2c42 The pawns on a2 and d5 are weak; Black has no problems. 


B) 14.4)d2?! This move leads to difficulties for White. 14...2xc3 15.Ab3 [15.bxc3 Wa4 16.Ab3 
Hfb8 17.225 Ac4t Due to White’s inferior pawn structure and the active black pieces, Black has the 
initiative, as in Kurowski, A (2142) — Broszat, T (2131) ICCF email 2010.] 15...%b5 16.Wxc3 “a4 
17.Wel 
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Position after: 17.Yel 


17...Wixe2 18.2h6 Wxel+ 19.8xel Rfe8+ Edouard, R (2627) — Souleidis, G (2393) Llucmajor 2015. 
Black is clearly better, the b2- and d5-pawns are weak. 


14...Ac4 15.2e1 2fb8 
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Position after: 15... &fb8 


16.%c1 
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16.a4?! This occurred in another game between strong grandmasters but this move only weakens the 
queenside squares. 16...%b6 17.We4 Af6 18.Wh4 Wb3 19.Ad2 Axd2 20.2xd2 Bb4t Banikas, H 
(2598) — Tregubov, P (2652) Kallithea 2009. Black has a serious initiative. 


16...Ade5 17.Axe5 Axe5 18.h3 2c8 19.b3 


Co yy 
ata 
Y 


V/ 
BB Y 


WY, 
ne 


Y 
or 


Vi, Ue 
KS 


SG 2s et ee 


Position after: 19.b3 


This was seen in Korobov, A (2660) — Caruana, F (2736) Moscow 2012. In this position, I 
recommend the following improvement. 


19...Wa3!N 20.We2 c4 21.f4 DAd7 22.bxe4 We5+ 23.28 f2 Wxeda 


Black has excellent compensation. The a2-pawn is weak and Black’s pieces are ideally developed. 


“c) 11.0-0 Has 12.242 Bfb8 13.-- ) 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 &xa6 6.Ac3 d6 7.Af3 96 8.g3 297 9.892 Abd7 10.2b1! 
0-0 11.0-0 Wa5! 12.2d2 
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Position after: 12.2d2 


The most common move, after which the queen on a5 feels uncomfortable, because of the possible 
discovery attacks of the knight on c3. 


12...2fb8! 
Pulling the rook over to the half-open file, after which Black can plan: ...@\e8-c7-b5. 
13.8e1!? 


A calm move. Instead, 13.W%/c2 is discussed in the next subchapter. 


A) 13.b3!? The second most played move in this position, but I find it less important than 13.Se1. 
13...He8 
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Position after: 13...0e8 


A1) 14.4a4 Here I recommend an improvement. 14...%/d8!N 
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Position after: 14...W4d8!N 


15.8el [15.2c3 Def6 16.2b2 Wad 17.Ad2 Ah5 18.2xg7 Axg7 19.8c1 De5 20.Ac3 c42 Black 
has enough counterplay on the queenside.] 15...2b5 16.8c3 2xc3 17.2xc3 &xa2= The game is 


equal. 
A2) 14.M%c2 Wa3! 15.8cl [15.8fd1 In this case, Black can play as follows. 15...c4! 16.2e1 Ac5 
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17.Ad4 2xd4 18.8xd4 
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Position after: 18.2xd4 


18...cxb3 19.axb3 Exb3 20.2xb3 Wxb3 21.4%xb3 @xb3 22.b4 @c5= Perelman, H (2314) — 
Restuccia, F (2107) Mar del Plata 2016. Black is fine.] 15...%a5 16.2b2 c4 17.Aa4 &xb2 18.2xb2 
cxb3 19.axb3 Yakovich, Y (2583) — Khismatullin, D (2568) Tomsk 2006. 
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Position after: 19.axb3 


Here I suggest the following line. 19...%b4! 20.8d1 2b5 21.8d4 Wa5 22.Wcl Sc8 23.We3 Ded 
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24.4bd2 Hel+ 25.4d1 &c22 Black is okay. 


B) 13.a4!? This deserves close scrutiny. 13...%c7 14.b3 Zb6! With this move, Black prepares to 
triple the heavy pieces along the b-file. 
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Position after: 14...2b6! 


B1) 15.4a2!? White threatens 245. 15...2b7 16.W%el Starcevic, A (2217) — Ghersinich, E (2193) 
Hum na Sutli 2019. Now the most accurate seems to be as follows. 16...!#/c8!N 17.a5 2b5 18.e4 
Bab 
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Position after: 18...2a6 


19.e5 dxe5 20.2 xe5 @xe5 21.Wxe5 ExaS 22.2xa5 &xfl 23.2xfl &xa5F Black is somewhat better 
in view of his more active pieces. 


B2) 15.W%c2 Bab8 16.2fcl Wb7 17.c4 Dg4 18.2f1 Axfl 19.&xfl Bxb3= Cernousek, L (2453) — 
Adrian, Caleta 2013. The position is equal. 


13...Ag4 14.2 


14.a3?! This only weakens the light squares. 14...2c4 15.W%/cl Shipov, B— Volovich, A Soviet Union 
1966. 
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Position after: 15.cl 


15...Age5 16.Axe5 Axe5 17.2h6 2h8 18.295 Wa7F Black has excellent prospects on the queenside, 
especially since White has weakened his position on that side with the move a2-a3. 


14... Ages 
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Position after: 14...0ge5 
15.Axe5 


15.b3!? A slightly different game arises in this case. 15...Axf3+ 16.exf3 [16.2xf3 Wa3 17.8ecl c4 
Black has enough compensation for equality.] 16...Ae5 17.2e3 &c8 18.4 [18.a4 c4 19.24 cxb3 
20.2xb3 Spoelman, W (2568) — Verwoert, J (2043) Apeldoorn 2010. 20...W4c5 21.2xb8 Exb8 22.Zel 
a6? Black gets some initiative.] 18...2f5 19.2e4 “e4 20.2 Pelletier, Y (2610) — Cao, S (2488) 
Warsaw 2005. 
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Position after: 20. &f3 


20...2xe4!N The best move. 21.W/xe4 2xc3! 22.2xc3 Wxa2 23.f5 Ae5 24.8e3 Had! Massive trades 
are coming. 25.bxa4 Wxb1+ 26.Wxb1 Exbl+ 27.8¢2 gxf5 28.2xe5 dxe5 29.Bxe5 &£8 30.2xf5 Bb4 
31.24 c4 32.a5 Bad 33.a6 Bxa6 34.2xc4 Bd6 35.2h4 &e7 36.8 04+ ©f8 37.2d4 e6 38.2h4 &g7 
39.dxe6 Exe6= Black should be able to bring the game to a draw without any problems. 


15...Axe5 16.b3 c4! 
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Position after: 16...c4! 
17.4a4 


17.b4 White sacrifices the pawn back to activate. 17...&xb4 18.2xb4 Wxb4 19.&b1 Kantorik, M 
(2379) — Haba, Z (2282) Czechia 2011. I recommend the bold move 19...%a3!N. 20.0a4 2c8 21.Ab6 
Wxa2 22.hb2 Wxb2! 23.Wxb2 Af3+ 24.2xf3 &xb2 25.Axa8 c3 26.263 c2 27.Ac7 cl=W+ 28.2xcl 
2xcl1= The position is equal. 


17...cxb3 18.axb3 Wd8 19.f4 &c8 20.Wd1 
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Position after: 20.d1 


This was played in Polak, T (2475) — Tibensky, R (2446) Austria 2002. Black should have just 
returned the knight. 


20...Ad7!N 21.e4 2d3 22.8e1 &xcl 23.2xcl Wad 24.2d2 Wb5 25.5 


25.¥h1?! This is not great because of 25...2c8¥ and Black has the threat of ...&c2. The knight on a4 is 
out of the game and Black’s chances are preferable. 


25...2b8= 
The b3-pawn falls. The position is equal. 


( d) 11.0-0 Ya5 12.2.d2 2fb8 13.We2 ) 


* a 


1.d4 Af6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 2xa6 6.Ac3 d6 7.Af3 96 8.g3 297 9.892 Abd7 10.2b1! 
0-0 11.0-0 Wa5! 12.2d2 Sfb8! 13.We2 
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Position after: 13.¥c2 
The main move in the position. The queen protects the queenside. 
13...Wc7! 


Taking the queen to a safer place. Now Black will not have to consider the discovery attacks of the 
knight. 


14.b3! 


A useful prophylactic move, defending against ...2c4 (from where the bishop can attack the a2- and 
d5-pawns at the same time), as well as preventing the black knight from occupying the c4-square. 
A) 14.8fd1 2c4! 15.63 2xd5 16.Axd5 @Axd5 17.45 [17.e4 Ab4 18.2xb4 Exb4 19.e5 Ba30o] 
17...c6 18.2f4 A7b6 Tello Nunez, A (2137) — Permuy Lorenzo, C (2300) Padron 2002. Black is 
not worse. The position is complex; Black has strong knights and pressure on the a2-pawn. 
B) 14.Sfel!? Abé6! [14...2c4?! I do not recommend this. 15.b3 2xd5 16.Axd5 @Axd5 17.e4 Ab4 


18.2xb4 Exb4 19.e5!t Here the rook on el is very useful, so White has some initiative in this 
position.] 15.e4 Ac4 
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Position after: 15...@c4 


16.2f1 [16.2cl Ag4! 17.b3 Ace5 18.Axe5 @xe5 19.8e3 c42 Black gets enough counterplay.] 
16...axd2 17.Axd2 Badalyan, S (1955) — Nazhmeddinov, S (2233) Tashkent 2010. 17...c4!N This is 
logical. 18.Ad1 Ad7 19.2xc4 2xc4 20.Wxc4 Wxc4 21.Axc4 Bxa2 22.ke2 Bb4 23.Rc2 Acdz All the 
black pieces are active and the b2-pawn is weak, so Black has sufficient compensation for equality. 


14...Ab6! 
Black begins to exert a lot of pressure on the d5-pawn. 
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Position after: 14...b6! 


15.Ah4 


The most popular continuation, despite the fact that the knight on h4 has nothing to do. White defends 
the d5-pawn, and he wants to return the h4-knight to the game later. 


A) 15.025 h6 16.Ah3 2b7 17.e4 2a6 18.Rfd1 Abd7 19.f3 c42@ 


Position after: 19...cad2 


ee S 


gg sf ES ry ps eres oor Per 


G 
Yi z" 


Soaee 


rrr) 


Vi tat ZG 


‘, 


A727) : 
N URRO 


see \ 
BE 
a 
ne 


Ny 


Mekal 


» | be 
o || 


AX 


L/, 


YX 


¢, 


eorenee 


1 oe hos 
YeG & 


Ws 
cdefgh 


Black has the standard counterplay for such positions. In a correspondence game, the following was 
played. 20.Af2 Ae5 21.2e3 Wa5 22.Ae2 cxb3 23.axb3 Bc8 24.Wd2 Wxd2 25.Bxd2 Bcb8% Rook, D 
(2443) — Bochev, K (2443) ICCF email 2018. 


B) 15.4e1 This has only been played in a couple of games. The knight heads toward 3, and it 
protects the d5-pawn. 15...2b7 16.e4 2a6 17.2d3 Now, in my opinion, the most reliable and best 
continuation seems to be 17...c4!N. 
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Position after: 17...c4!N 


18.Ab4 cxb3 19.2xb3 &xfl 20.2xfl Abd7 21.4 a6 Bxa6 22.2xa6 Axe4 23.Wxed Exb3 24.axb3 
&xc3 25.Wic2 a5 26.Wxc7 &2xc7 The position is equal. 


15...%b7! 


Again the d5-pawn is attacked. White has an important decision. 


Position after: 15...W{b7! 
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16.8fd1 


With this move, White plans to develop activity. He gives up a pawn, but activates his pieces. 


16.b4!? If White wants to keep the d5- pawn, then he should choose this continuation. 16...cxb4 
17.xb4 Wc7 
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Position after: 17...Wc7 


A) 18.8fb1?! @fd7 19. Wel [19.2e4 Bc8 20.8cl1 Zaiatz, E (2392) — Voitsekhovsky, S (2531) 
Voronezh 2010. 20...2xe2 This leads to an advantage. 21.Axe2 Wxc2 22.2xc2 Bxa2 23.2x96 
Rxcl+ 24.4)xcl Bxd2 25.2h5 2d4F Black has a big advantage.] 19...2c8 20.Aa4 Gordenko, D 
(2364) — Sleptsov, P (2128) St Petersburg 2002. 
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Position after: 20.a4 


20...%xc1+! This leads to an advantage. 21.2xcl &xcl+ 22.2xcl Axa4 23.Bxa4 Ac5 24.2b4 
[24.2a3 This is worse due to 24...2b8—+ when White’s position collapses.] 24...2xe2+ The pawns 
on a2 and d5 are weak. 

B) 18.8c1 @c4 19.Ad1 [19.2xb8+ Bxb8 20.2e1 Marevelashvili, G (2552) — Lorenzo de la Riva, L 
(2422) Montcada 2012. The game continued as follows. 20...Ad7 21.03 @cb6 22.Wd1 Wc4e Black 
has sufficient compensation for equality.] 19...2xb4 20.2xb4 Wa7 
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Position after: 20...Wa7 
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21.W/b3 [21.e3?! This weakens the position too much. 21...Ae5 22.a3 Ad3t Black seized the 
initiative and managed to win, in Sumets, A (2614) — Bologan, V (2684) France 2010.] 21...ae5 
22.013 Ded7 23.Hc2 Hb8 24.a3 Wc5 25.Wa2 Ace4 26.c3 2b7F Pavlidis, A (2362) — Brunello, S 
(2593) Achaia 2013. The d5- pawn is lost. Black’s chances are more promising. 


16...Afxd5 17.Axd5 Axd5 
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Position after: 17...0xd5 
18.2h6! 


White still hopes to get an advantage thanks to this move. 
A) 18.24?! Not good because of the ferocious 18...Axf4!!. 
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Position after: 18... Oxf4!! 


A1) 19.2xb7? Axe2+ 20.&g2 &xb7+ 21.f3 Zakharchenko, A (2362) — Horvath, G (2444) 
Zalakaros 2004. Black has two light pieces and a pawn for the queen, but White’s position is 
critical. 21...A\d4! The toughest reply. [21...Ac3!? This is also playable.] 22.%d2 &f6! 23.2f1 95 
24.4\g2 “\xf3—+ Black has a winning position. 
A2) 19.gxf4 Wb4 20.2xa8 Sxa8 21.Ag2 2b7t Lee, K — Oberholzer, F (1860) Maribor 2012. Black 
has more than enough compensation for the exchange due to the two powerful bishops, slicing the 
entire board with their blades. 

B) 18.8e1?! e6 


B1) 19.e4 Ab4 20.2xb4 Wxb4 21.8xd6 c4 22.8dd1 c3¥ Okamura, M (2165) — Maia, J (2173) Rio 
de Janeiro 2006. Black has more promising play due to the advantage of the two bishops and a 
strong passed pawn on c3, while White’s extra pawn has no impact. 


B2) 19.a3 We7 20.0£3 Grigorov, G (2456) — Koepke, C (2296) Plovdiv 2008. 
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Position after: 20. Af3 


Here the opponents agreed to a draw, but Black could have played for a win. 20...2b7 21.e4 Af6 
22.4\d2 d5t Black’s advancing pawn center gives him some initiative. 


A critical position has arisen in which Black has to make an important decision. 


18...c6! 


a 


Position after: 18...e6! 
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The most accurate and strongest continuation. Black strengthens the knight on d5. 


18...2)b4?! I don’t recommend this move because of the following line. 19.&%d2 Ac6 It would seem 
that everything is in order for Black, but like a bolt out of the blue, the white knight unexpectedly 
comes into play with great effect. 20.Af5! 2xh6 21.Axh6+ &g7 22.Axf7! 


b d 


Position after: 22. @xf7! 

22...2xf7 23.Wid5+ &f6 24.4% B+ 2o7 25.Wxc6 Wxc6 26.2xc6 &b7 27.2xb7 Exb7 28.2b2+ Hoexter, 
H — Lautenbach, W (1944) GER email 2011. White has an extra pawn. In the game Black was able to 
defend, but White is playing for a win without any risk. 


19.2x97 &xe7 20.e4 Ab4 
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Position after: 20...®b4 
21.We3+ 


21.W%b2+ Also quite critical. 21...&@g8 22.&xd6 2d3 23.2d1 Bxa2 24.Wf6 HEB! 
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Position after: 24... &f8! 


A) 25.2d8 Exd8 26.Wxd8+ &g7 27.e5 Wa6 28.Wf6+ A perpetual check and draw follows, in Galje, 
H (2339) — Dickl, E (2350) Remote email 2014. 
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B) 25.26xd3? @xd3 26.2xd3 
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Position after: 26. 2xd3 


Now Black has only one, but sufficient, move. 26...c4! 27.0f5 exf5 28.exf5 Wb4 29.fxe6 Wel+ 
30.2f1 fxg6 31.2d8 Wxf2+ 32. xf? Baxf2 33.Rxf8+ Exf8 34.2xc4+ &g7F White most likely 
should be able to make a draw, but Black has chances to win if White makes any mistake. 


C) 25.0f3 Wxe4 26.0d4 Wed 27.2f3 Wh3 28.4xe6 Galavics, H (2411) — Betker, J (2456) ICCF 
email 2014. 
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Position after: 28.@xe6 


Now the simplest continuation is as follows. 28...fxe6 29.2d8 EZxd8 30.Wxd8+ &g7 31.Wc7+ &g8 
32.Wic8+ &f7 33.%c7+= A perpetual check and a draw ensues. 


21...e5 22.2xd6 
White has won a pawn, but it is not as simple as it seems. 


22...We7! 
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Position after: 22...We7! 
23.8d2 


This is the move that was played, but I consider other possibilities here. 


A) 23.&bd1!2N Interesting. Now the following is strong. 23...2e2! 24.21d2 &xa2 25.8xa2 “xa2 
26.Wxc5 
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Position after: 26.xc5 


26...f6! [26...2xb3? Black shouldn’t rush because of 27.2xg6+! when the black queen is lost.] 27.f4 
[27.Wd5 Ac3 28.Wd2 2b5 29.h3 Ae2+ 30.Lh2 Ad4z Black will win back the b3- pawn, while 
White has problems including the knight into the game.] 27...2c8! 28.W%b6 Hcl+ 29.&f2 Bc2 
30.%g1 &cl+= A repetition of position and draw follows. 

B) 23.W/xc5N It is important to consider what happens in this case. You need to remember the next 
precise moves. 23...2a7! Now White needs to maintain accurate play. 


B1) 24.2bd1?! Se2! 
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Position after: 24...8.e2! 


25.A0f5+ [25.21d2 &c7 26.2xg6+ hxg6 27.Wxe7 Exe7 28.8xe2 Ha7F White can of course defend 
such a position, but only if Black plays to win.] 25...gxf5 26.exf5 [6 27.21d2 Bc7 28.Wxc7 Wxc7 
29.2d7+ Yxd7 30.2xd7+ ©@h6t From the point of view of the computer, the position is close to 
equality, but I think that in practical play some initiative is on Black’s side. 


B2) 24.We3! Wxd6 25.Wixa7 @xa2 26.We3 Wd3 27.Wxd3 2xd3 28.2b2 
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Position after: 28.&b2 
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28...Ac3 29.f3 Ba8 30.h3 Hal+ 31.@h2 Ed1 32.b4 f5s% White’s knight is not in play, but all of 
Black’s pieces are participating. The b4-pawn is not going anywhere. Objectively, the position is 


balanced. 


23...20c6! 
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Position after: 23...®c6! 


24.8d5 


24.0f3 Ad4 


A) 25.4xd4 cxd4 26.4%b2 Hc8 Black has compensation due to his possession of the c-file and the 


protected passed pawn on d4. 27.b4 Hab8 
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Position after: 27...2ab8 
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28.a3 [28.a4? Ec4¥ The pawns are too weak.] 28...2c3 29.2f1 2xfl 30.2xfl £a8 31.2al Weba 
There is sufficient compensation for equality. 


B) 25.2h1 h5 26.h4 Bc8 27.We3 Bc7 28.2f1 Bca7 29.2xa6 Bxa6 


ro 


Position after: 29...2xa6 


White cannot use his extra pawn. Black has a strong knight on d4 and perfectly positioned pieces. 


The correspondence game, Mertens, M (2444) — Betker, J (2456) ICCF email 2014, continued as 


follows. 30.2bb2 2f6 31.Ag5 Xd6 32.292 Had8 33.Af3 Wb7 34.04 Axf3 35.Bxd6 Axh4+ 36.gxh4 


&xd6 The opponents agreed to a draw in this position. 


24...0d4 25.WixcS Wixc5 26.2xc5 2d3 27.2b2 Axb3! 
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Position after: 27...Axb3! 
28.8xe5 


This was played in Kappes, D (2299) — Milde, L (2118) ICCF email 2014. 


28.8c3 Ad4 29.2xb8 Ae2+ 30.Lh1 Bxb8 31.Bxd3 Bb1+ 32.8f1 Bxfl+ 33.eg2 Belts There is 
sufficient compensation for equality. 


28...Ac1 29.8xb8 Bxb8 30.h3 Bb1 31.8e7 Axa2+ 32.Lh2 Xb2 33.&¢1 Bb1+ 34.e2h2= 


The position is repeated and it is a draw. 
9...\bd7 


Conclusion 

In Chapter 9 and 10, we consider a system associated with the fianchetto of the bishop. First, we 
looked at lines where White fianchettos the queen’s bishop. In this line, the bishop on b2 often does 
not feel safe, since the queen on b6 gives rise to the idea of ...c4. As the analysis shows, Black has no 
problems here. 


Next, we moved on to more basic lines. The key position is on the 10th move, where the natural 10.0- 
0 is not dangerous. Black does not play 10...0-0, trying to save the tempo on castling, but immediately 
plays 10...Ab6, regulating the pressure on the d5-pawn. 


Finally, we examined the most important continuation: 10.&b1. In this line, a lot of different 
subtleties and nuances arise. 


Generally, in summary , we can say that the fianchetto system is one of the main systems in the 
Benko Gambit. In addition, this system is quite dangerous and requires a lot of knowledge and of 
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course the reader needs to study these last two chapters carefully so as not to get into a difficult 
situation. 
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